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Bangladesh starts fuelling its first
nuclear plant in landmark move

29A. Bangladesh starts fuelling its
first nuclear plant in landmark move

TR o VAETRAF FgH # 319 g
YIHTU] WA & §ereT ST 4 foar

e Bangladesh has begun loading uranium
fuel into its first nuclear power station on
Tuesday, a key step towards bringing the 2,400
MW plant online to ease pressure on the
overstretched power grid.

TATCRT oT HITTAR aﬁmﬁmmﬁ‘r

T A Qe §eraT STl 9F e fear g, S

2,400 FITETE FI T Tl el T g 7 v
HECAYUT S H g dTeh AT GaTa arel frstelr
I8 X AR & fohar ST ash|

e The Rooppur nuclear plant, built with
loans from Russia, could meet 10% of the
power demands of the South Asian nation.

) UMY
Il A

Bangladesh has begun loading uranium fuel into its first nuclear
power station on Tuesday, a key step towards bringing the 2,400
MW plant online to ease pressure on the overstretched power grid.
The Rooppur nuclear plant, built with loans from Russia, could
meet 10% of the power demands of the South Asian nation. AFP
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next PM amid

US. pressure 29A. Iraq appoints newcomer as next PM amid U.S. pressure
AR gara F ST 3UF F AT A FY 3T e g frar

R

BAGHDAD e Irag’s newly-elected President Nizar Amede nominated businessman and

. political newcomer Ali al-Zaidi as Prime Minister-designate on Monday, after the
Iraq’s newly-elected Presi-

dent Nizar Amede nomi-
nated businessman and
political newcomer Ali al-
Zaidi as Prime Minister-de-
signate on Monday, after
the country’s leaders yield-
ed to U.S. pressure not to
support the bid of a former
premier close to Iran.

The Coordination Fra-
mework, an alliance of
Shia factions, had initially
backed Nouri al-Maliki but
an ultimatum by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump left
Iragi leaders looking
elsewhere.

Mr. Zaidi has 30 days to
form a government — a
daunting task in a country
where constitutional dea-
dlines are rarely respected.

to retain IBSF World billiards crown

FISKI o ATl Y g IBSF faea [feasw
f&raTe SREIR @

country’s leaders yielded to U.S. pressure not to support the bid of a former premier
close to Iran.

e o AAdioraied Isguafd IR 3 o AHIR T STTERT IR TeTaiiicleh Adrigs
37elt 3reT-AdY BT werTeTe-afAe o, S der & ATt A ST & T A &
wﬁaﬁ%aﬁgaﬁﬁﬁm%aﬁsﬁml

e The Coordination Framework, an alliance of Shia factions, had initially

backed Nouri al-Maliki but an
ultimatum by U.S. President Donald
Trump left Iraqi leaders looking
elsewhere.

3t fSerereT g, Sir R ayet a6
IS &, o BT H 7 JreT-wferhr
T THY TR T, difche AR
ISTUT BNeATe8 T & HeCIHTH & G
ST AT T 37T [ahed denele us|

29A. Kothari masters Advani

Kothari masters Advani to retain

IBSF World billiards crown

e Sourav Kothari continued his reign as the

FILE PHOTO

Sourav Kothari continued his reign as the IBSF World billiards
champion by getting the better of Pankaj Advani 1133-477 in the
summit clash that lasted just over 205 minutes at Carlow, Ireland,
on Tuesday. Kothari had a highest break of 485 while Advani pulled
off a 141 break. Kothari won $5000, while Advani got $2500.
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International Billiards and Snooker Federation (IBSF) World billiards champion by
getting the better of Pankaj Advani 1133-477 in the summit clash that lasted just over 205

minutes at Carlow, Ireland, on Tuesday.

it Hot =¥ 1BSF faed Rfearsa ARarer & £ 7 31911 goasT S W@ §T Iohsr Hrsaroft 1
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Prehistoric rock
painting site found
in Nilgiris district

“!e E!!I.l !m'eau

UDHAGAMANDALAM

The Yaakai Heritage Trust
has reported the re-discov-
ery of a prehistoric rock
painting site in the Nilgiris
district.

The site, situated near
the famous rock art site of
Vellarikombai village in Ko-
tagiri, is sacred to Irula and
Kurumba indigenous com-
munities, and was report-
edly rediscovered by Sud-
hakar Nalliyappan and
Kumaravel Ramasamy dur-
ing a recent field survey.

“The newly identified
site, known locally among
tribal communities as ‘Oor
Pare’, lies northwest of Vel-
larikkombai. The region is
already known for impor-
tant rock art locations such
as Eluthuparai and Tholik-
kiparai, which have pre-
viously drawn scholarly at-
tention,” the  Yaakai
Heritage Site said in a state-
ment. The researchers ad-
ded that they located the
site after traversing highly
challenging terrain.

“It can be reached only
after climbing nearly 450
metres along a steep rocky
slope. During the mon-
soon, water flows across
the rock surface like a wa-
terfall, making access close
to impossible. The site is
accessible only during the
summer months, and even
then, it requires the use of
vine ladders, traditionally
employed by tribal com-
munities for honey collec-
tion. The rock shelter also
serves as a resting place for
these communities during
such activities. It is approx-
imately 1,100 metres above

A newly discovered rock
painting at Vellarikombai near
Kotagiri. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

sea level, with paintings
spread over an area about
638 cm in length and 540
cm in height,” they added.

30 identifiable figures
They stated that around 30
identifiable figures had
been recorded, along with
several faint and unclear
forms. “All the paintings
are executed in red ochre,”
they said.

The figures include an-
thropomorphic  (human-
like) figures with conical
headdress, human forms,
“elongated-limbed figures,
ladder-like body structures
and ritual symbols consist-
ing of dot-filled rectangular
patterns”.

“These visual elements
suggest strong associations
with supernatural beliefs
and ritual practices of pre-
historic communities,” the
statement said.

Stating that water seep-
age, moss growth, and in-
sects had damaged the site,
the Yaakai Heritage Trust
appealed for its protection.

29A. Prehistoric rock painting site found in
Nilgiris district
AR oo # yreifaefas do R vue @er

e The Yaakai Heritage Trust has reported the re-
discovery of a prehistoric rock painting site in the
Nilgiris district.

TS RS e A AR e & v writfae@s d«
o v & g @ AT RAE A B

e The site, situated near the famous rock art site of
Vellarikombai village in Kotagiri, is sacred to Irula and
Kurumba indigenous communities, and was reportedly
rediscovered by Sudhakar Nalliyappan and Kumaravel
Ramasamy during a recent field survey.

g TUT FIEAN & deRAias g & TiAey der Foll
TS & 9T A &, S §%elT 3R Foar feardt FHarl &
fere afa &, 3R 3 &rer & 7 g Fres o & gurT
Afeeraode 3R FARA THATATHY CaRT GeT: WIS IAT FATAT
IATE

e “The newly identified site, known locally among
tribal communities as ‘Oor Pare’, lies northwest of
Vellarikkombai.

“Ug AT YgTAT I T, [ T2 3nfeare aeerat
ST YR & ATH F ST ST §, Joallehias o Iax-afRad H
gl

e The region is already known for important rock art
locations such as Eluthuparai and Tholikkiparai, which
have previously drawn scholarly attention,” the Yaakai
Heritage Site said in a statement.

Ig &7 Ugel U & Ty 3R drehfFrors Sy sgeayon
AT el Tl & FIT ST SA1AT 8, gl Igel fagarit &
T TN fHaT g, ATehts g A1se & Ueh S 7
el

30 identifiable figures
30 9gdTel ST §&a arel AT

e They stated that around 30 identifiable figures
had been recorded, along with several faint and unclear
forms.

3giel ST o SIaTSHaT 30 TgHTer A T Tl gof 1 1S §, Y & S ereh 3R 3reuse
3repferar o §1
e “All the paintings are executed in red ochre,” they said.
“gefr T a1 AW (red ochre) 7 §ATT AT §,” 3-gieT Hel|
e Thefigures include anthropomorphic (human-like) figures with conical headdress,

human forms, elongated-limbed figures, ladder-like body structures and ritual symbols
consisting of dot-filled rectangular patterns.

o1 3Tt 7 ATa S (anthropomorphic) ATETat, AerarsR fAR-Tg=Tra arelr 3o,
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e “These visual elements suggest strong associations with supernatural beliefs and ritual
practices of prehistoric communities,” the statement said.

‘¥ 537 dcd yre g ife et i srelfars Aeaant 3R srrsetfas ganit & Hsigd day
=it €, STt 3 et I

RED OCHRE

e Red Ochre is a naturally occurring earth pigment composed primarily of iron oxide
(hematite), giving it a characteristic reddish color.
e Itis one of the oldest known pigments used by humans, with evidence dating back to the
Palaeolithic Age (around 100,000 years ago).
¢ Red ochre holds immense importance in prehistoric art, burial practices, and early
human symbolism.
Composition and Nature

e |tis found in natural soil deposits, rocks, and mineral-rich areas.

e The pigment is non-toxic, stable, and long-lasting, making it ideal for artistic and ritual use.

Prehistoric Use

e Red ochre was widely used by early humans during the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic
periods.
e It was applied in cave paintings, body decoration, and symbolic rituals.
e Archaeological evidence shows its use in Africa, Europe, and Asia, indicating early human
cognitive development.
Burial Practices

e Red ochre was often used in burial rituals, where bodies were covered with the pigment.
e This practice symbolized life, blood, and rebirth, reflecting early spiritual beliefs.
e Example includes prehistoric burial sites in Europe and Africa where skeletons were found
coated with ochre.
Rock Art and Cave Paintings

e Red ochre was a primary pigment used in famous prehistoric sites such as:

e Lascaux caves in France

e Altamira caves in Spain

e In India, Bhimbetka paintings (recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site) prominently
feature red ochre.
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‘Why should third parties challenge
faith or rituals in places of worship?’

NEW DELHI

The direct descendant in
the Chishti-Nizami lineage
associated with the Dargah
of Hazrat Khwaja Nizamud-
din Aulia in Delhi found
common ground with the
devotees and foster family
of Lord Ayyappa, the deity
at Sabarimala temple in
Kerala, when he submitted
in the Supreme Court on
Tuesday that the faith of a
believer could not yield to
the whim of a third-party

29A. ‘Why should third parties challenge faith or rituals in places of worship?’

interloper or a tourist to
walk into the sanctum
sanctorum.

Appearing before a
nine-judge  Constitution
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
Syed Altamash Nizami said
the basti in which the dar-
gah was located and the
hill on which the Sabari-
mala temple was situated
were unique in the minds
of the believers.

Advocate Nizam Pasha,
appearing for Mr. Nizami,
submitted that a particular

place of worship and the
faith attached to it could
not operate in other di-
mensions. It was not for
third parties to challenge
the faith, belief or mode of
rituals attached to these
distinctive places of wor-
ship. The location of the
temple or the dargah and
the peculiar rituals asso-
ciated to them could not be
segregated.

Mr. Pasha said the case
of the dargah stemmed
from an incident of a wo-
man law student attempt-

ing to enter the sanctum
sanctorum of the dargah in
declaration of her rights
under the Sabarimala judg-
ment.

Mr. Pasha said the mere
fact that members of other
faiths were not banned
from entry did not take
away the denominational
character of a religious
place of worship.

Mr. Pasha argued that
core religious practices
were impervious to social
reforms and outside the
reach of the State.

“QIT Tyl H JTEAT A7 IvSTaAl H1 A 9&T 1 F31 Fatd = arfee?”

e The direct descendant in the Chishti—Nizami lineage associated with the Dargah of Hazrat

Khwaja Nizamuddin Aulia in Delhi found common ground with the devotees and foster

family of Lord Ayyappa, the deity at Sabarimala temple in Kerala, when he submitted in the
Supreme Court on Tuesday that the faith of a believer could not yield to the whim of a third-

party interloper or a tourist to walk into the sanctum sanctorum.

feeeht & gora Taran faemedler 3itfom it qreme & 73 Rrech-faamd aer & yogear derer

el & QAT FHRET o SadT HITATT HATUT & HeFal 3R Adeh IRAR & AT AT ITS, STe
3giel HITCIAR T GHIA I F e T Tohell JTEUTaTeT hr 3T fohdll e et & gEaatehdt ar

qdeeh i $TOT W ASI[E (sanctum sanctorum) & YA & foIT geh wTeT FehclT|

e Mr. Pasha said the case of the dargah stemmed from an incident of a woman law student

attempting to enter the sanctum sanctorum of the dargah in declaration of her rights under

the Sabarimala judgment.
AT TR ¥ ST o G T HIHAT 3H Tt H Seost §3HT [T Teh Afgrel isfet ST

mﬂmﬁﬁwé:agﬁmmﬁwmmgumamﬂ?[gﬁqﬁwmmm

TR am|

e Mr. Pasha said the mere fact that members of other faiths were not banned from entry

did not take away the denominational character of a religious place of worship.

Y TR & g o Shael 3T T2 @ 3 317 AT & 9 & 93T W gfaaer F87 g, fray enfie

Tl T AU A TG FHCT =T8T gl

Mr. Pasha argued that core religious practices were impervious to social reforms and outside
the reach of the State.

A T = T T o oo enfieh YTy AIATToTeh GURT & 3TeTad T6ch & IR AT H R
g g &1
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Researcher on a
quest to decipher
ancient Iran script

LIEGE

While a modern-day war has focused the world’s
attention on Iran, for French archaeologist Fran-
cois Desset it was a millennia-old mystery that
drew him to the country.

His quest: to decipher the 4,000-year-old writ-
ing system of Linear Elamite that had long been
considered impossible to crack.

“Of all the writing systems used in Iran, the on-
ly one that is truly local — developed within the
territory we now call Iran — is Linear Elamite,” the
43-year-old told AFP, at his office at Belgium’s Un-
iversity of Liege. “All the others — cuneiform, the
Arabic alphabet, or the Greek alphabet — were im-
ported from the west.”

Made up of 77 signs — diamonds, curves, and
other geometric patterns — the writing system
comes from the Bronze Age civilisation of Elam
that long ago vanished from the region.

Rediscovered in 1903 by a French mission ex-
ploring the archaeological site of Susa, it had
stumped experts who only had a handful of sourc-
es to work with.

“The key to deciphering a script, as is so often
the case, lies in proper names: names of places,
gods, kings.”

But while his research takes him back thou-
sands of years in time, the dramas of the present
conflict are inescapable.

At a time when U.S. President Donald Trump
has threatened to send Iran “back to the Stone Ag-
es”, Mr. Desset hopes that his work can help high-
light the country’s long and rich cultural history.

“I hope that this work will have a positive im-
pact on Iranian culture and identity once things
have returned to normal,” he said.

TR T

29A. Researcher on a quest to decipher ancient Iran
script

g ST ffY &Y Goster & e g3 avesdr

¢ While a modern-day war has focused the world’s attention
on Iran, for French archaeologist Francois Desset it was a
millennia-old mystery that drew him to the country.

et 3eIforeh JeoT o gfera T e §R0 IR BT fhar , adt
AT RIccdide; SHiaT $HE & ToIT g goTRT Aol AT §ET AT
T 3¢ 3T 2 FT 3 3MH T R

e His quest: to decipher the 4,000-year-old writing system
of Linear Elamite that had long been considered impossible to
crack.

3eThT ofeg: 4,000 a¥ RTA Srget Jorrelt fafay vemge

HHSTAT, [or oIe AT Teh 3G ATAT 317 AT

e “Of all the writing systems used in Iran, the only one that is
truly local — developed within the territory we now call Iran — is
Linear Elamite,” the 43-year-old told AFP, at his office at
Belgium’s University of Liege.
ST F 39T HT 375 T oG YUt H, FHadl fafaaw vemase
& I H FAT § — S 37T & 307 817 A fafad g, 43 affwr
o afesrad & ofier Reafaeares & AFP &1 adr|

o “All the others — cuneiform, the Arabic alphabet, or the
Greek alphabet — were imported from the west.”

‘e gl — Fgfawi, 3l fAfY, a1 e Ay — afRes & smara
@-Tlézﬁ-ln
e Made up of 77 signs — diamonds, curves, and other

geometric patterns — the writing system comes from the Bronze
Age civilisation of Elam that long ago vanished from the region.

IE @ JoTen 77 Regt — €R, a5 3R 3 sanfad s ot —
A el & 3R AT Y FRET LT FIAAT § HA A &, ST 379 FATC &1

e Rediscovered in 1903 by a French mission exploring the archaeological site of Susa, it had
stumped experts who only had a handful of sources to work with.

S8 1903 # FHT & GIcTTcdesh LUl I WISt F Tg Teh HIAT gof 1 o & Gier o1, AR A
Al & PROT AT S8 GHST oTg] 91T |
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Rahul meets Nicobarese
community, promises to
fight against infra project

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Tuesday vi-
sited the Great Nicobar
Island and met with Nico-
barese community leaders
at Rajiv Nagar in Campbell
Bay. They explained their
concerns and fears about
the Union government’s
¥92,000-crore infrastruc-
ture project on the island.

Mr. Gandhi’s visit to Ni-
cobar comes weeks after a
delegation from the island
visited him in New Delhi to
raise their issues with the
way the Union government
is proceeding with the “ho-
listic development” pro-
ject. A draft master plan
envisions the island as a
tourism-reliant economy
by 2055.

Addressing the atten-
dees at the community hall
in Rajiv Nagar, Mr. Gandhi
said he had promised to vi-
sit the Island when he met
with the Nicobarese dele-
gation. “I don’t want to say
much here today. I am here
to listen to you and assure
you that we will do whatev-
er we can to fight for you,”
he said.

He added that he had

Hearty reception: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi being welcomed

by a member of the Nicobarese community during his visit. PTI

made it to the island des-
pite the local administra-
tion first refusing permis-
sion and later coming up
with “excuses” to prevent
him from reaching the is-
land. The Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Congress
in-charge, Manickam Ta-
gore, said in a statement on
Tuesday that Mr. Gandhi’s
visit to Nicobar had been
possible even “after all the
hurdles created by the ad-
ministration under Amit
Shah”.

“For the first time, tribal
communities will have a di-
rect opportunity to ex-
press their concerns, strug-
gles, and aspirations to the
Leader of Opposition.
While Narendra Modi has
chosen not to listen to their
voices, decisions have

been made to hand over
precious forests and land
to his corporate friend
Gautam Adani,” Mr. Tagore
further said.

Village maps

Leaders of the Tribal Coun-
cil of Little and Great Nico-
bar told The Hindu that
they shared their anxieties
about the Centre’s project,
and also explained their
demand to return to their
ancestral lands and villages
along the island’s west
coast.

“We were also able to
show him the maps mark-
ing our ancestral villages
across the island,” one
leader said, adding that Mr.
Gandhi assured them of
raising their issues in Par-
liament as well.
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29A. Rahul meets Nicobarese community, promises to fight against infra
project

g o APITR TAGTT | HATHT Y, FePIECTFat TRATSTT & [@ETE 5o F7 qrer
ar

e Adraft master plan envisions the island as a tourism-reliant economy by 2055.

Teh YTHY AR TelleT H 2055 deh 38 &aIT I GIT-3MeTRd Icqawr & §9 H fahfad Hiet
F FoTAT HY TS B

ANDAMAN &NICOBAR ISLANDS (A&N)

) ~ ISLANDS
e Are two groups of Islands Northern part is known as s ;" &"‘ Sua
; : g
Andaman and the SOl_Jtr_]ern part is called Nicobar _ o Y }/Jﬂa‘%
e Duncan's passage divides Great Andaman and Little B ngamo"
Andaman. }; Port Blair +
o The northernmost island of Andaman is known as Cocos gwgian - Andaman
Island. Cocos Island belongs to Myanmar divided by = = Ao and
h h | Nicobar
the coco channel. o Islands
» South of the coco channel there are three larger Island i o  Car Nicobar
that are North Andaman, Southern Andaman, and ‘
_ _ _ NICOBAR . '
Middle Andaman connected by National Highway 223 e S iam cg/‘"”*’
>
(known as the Grand Trunk road of Andaman (GTA)) Kotcha -
« The capital city of A&N, Port Blair located in South e S
Andaman.

e To the east of the North Andaman volcanic Island Narcondan islands is located. To the east of
the Middle Andaman, the only active Volcano in India Barren Island is located.

e Tothe south of Great Andaman, the little Andaman is located. They are separated by the Dunkan
channel.

e 10-degree channel separates both Andaman and Nicobar.

e There are two important islands of Nicobars, the Car Nicobar, and the Great Nicobar. The
southernmost tip of the Great Nicobar is known as the Pigmalian Point/Indira Point that
submerged in 2004.

e Human Activities: two important races Negroid and Mongoloid are found in the region. Negroid
are completely restricted to the Andaman and Mongoloids are restricted to the Nicobar.

o Negroid (Andaman Islands)Tribes found are Jarawa, Sentinelese, Onge, and Andamanese

o Mongoloid (Nicobar island) Tribes found are Nicobareses, Shompens

o The main occupation of people are fishing, collecting Forest produce, coconut and coir, and
tourism.

o Certain Islands of the A&N have been renamed.

e Ross Island is renamed Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island.

o Havelock Island was renamed Swaraj Island.

¢ Neil Island renamed as the Shaheed island @)

ageJ
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A face of Pompeii
CS | Ceography & SET_JRROT

rchaeologists in Italy’s Pompeii
A have for the first time used

artificial intelligence (Al) to
reconstruct the appearance of one of
the victims of the volcanic eruption that
destroyed the ancient Roman city
nearly 2,000 years ago.

The Al-generated image, released by
the Pompeii Archaeological Park on
Monday, shows a man ducking for cover
while holding a large bowl over his
head, with a flaming Mt Vesuvius in the
background. It is based on the recent
discovery of the remains of a male
adult, just outside one of the southern
gates of the city, which were lying next
to a terracotta mortar that he
presumably used as protection.

Archaaeologists believe the man was
killed by a shower of volcanic rocks, in
the early hours of the second day of the
eruption, while trying to escape towards
the sea. He was also carrying a lamp
and 10 bronze coins, the park said.

“If used well, Al can contribute to a
renewal of classical studies, illustrating
the classical world in a more immersive
way,” the head of the archaeological
park, Gabriel Zuchtriegel, said in a
statement.

The once-thriving city of Pompeii,
about 25 km southeast of Naples, was
buried in the eruption of Mt Vesuvius in
AD 79, preserving buildings, objects and
graffiti under metres of ash.
Rediscovered in the 18th century, it is

Aview of the Pompeii Archeological Park, near
Naples, Italy, December 14, 2022. AP

now one of the world’s most significant
archaeological sites, and one of the
most popular tourist sites in Italy, with
4.3 million visitors in 2024, according to
the latest statistics.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Science’

10 bronze coins, the park said.
Teh & 3TTAR, T 379 T Ueh &19h 31 10 e e ot of S Tg7 27|

e “If used well, Al can contribute to a renewal of classical studies, illustrating the classical world
in a more immersive way,” the head of the archaeological park, Gabriel Zuchtriegel, said in a

statement.

29A. A face of
QFIS HT T A

e Archaeologists in Italy’s Pompeii
have for the first time used artificial
intelligence (Al) to reconstruct the
appearance of one of the victims of the
volcanic eruption that destroyed the
ancient Roman city nearly 2,000 years ago.

e 3 TS 3 Qe o g AR
F i geflrwr (Al) S 39T F7F 39

SATeTHE! AT & Teh NfSd & Fa&d &
YeATeTHTOT fohaT &, TorgeT oraTstar 2,000 A
Tgel U JFT QG i IS¢ HY T&AT AT|

e The Al-generated image, released
by the Pompeii Archaeological Park on
Monday, shows a man ducking for cover
while holding a large bowl over his head,
with a flaming Mt Vesuvius in the
background.

HIHAGR T qF4g RdTicas qTe SaRT ST
&1 35 Al-fAfda sfd F v safFa e ™)
I Th 3T HERT ThgehT [hd §T for@ms &
&, STeIfeh qSa81fA 31 STefcT g31 AT dgfaTd
fe@rs gar gl

e He was also carrying a lamp and

Pompeii

WW%WmWﬁwmﬁW, “gfe @Y o1 & 39T fhar S, ar
Al TEAT 3T o ATl & ATET & Hehell § 3R AT g a1 318 wofta &0 7

T R FhATE1”

e The once-thriving city of Pompeii, about 25 km southeast of Naples, was buried in the
eruption of Mt Vesuvius in AD 79, preserving buildings, objects and graffiti under metres of

ash.

FHT THCH T6T WFUE 26T, ST AUeH I of9re1aT 25 Fohedt afgior-qd 7 Rewra §, et &e1 70 F A3c
agfaad & faewlie 7 ewhe g1 91 2T, fSed g, aeqU 3R BfafT (graffiti) w3 der @ &
CIER; NG CRGEIY

e Rediscovered in the 18th century, it is now one of the world’s most significant archaeological
sites, and one of the most popular tourist sites in Italy, with 4.3 million visitors in 2024,
according to the latest statistics.

1847 AT # GeT: WSl Sl & 916, I 379 [aed & Fa8 Hgea ol [idifeas Tqell T F TH §
3R geoll & Ha eieh g adest TUal & QA 8, STel Adleicsl JHiehsl & 3TaR 2024 7 4.3
fAfe amergs 3wl
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A recusal test the Delhi High Court failed

ustice Swarana Kanta Sharma of the
Delhi High Court refused to recuse
herself from hearing the Delhi liquor
policy case — Central Bureau Of
Investigation vs Kuldeep Singh and Ors. (April 20,
2026) — involving the former Chief Minister of
Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal, and others. This episode
marks an unfortunate deviation from India’s
jurisprudence on judicial recusal.

Mr. Kejriwal argued the recusal plea by
appearing as party in person in the High Court.
He submitted that the judge should not hear the
Central Bureau of Investigation’s plea against the
discharge of the accused, including himself, in
the excise policy case, as ordered by the trial
court. The prominent grounds cited in his plea
included adverse findings by the judge in earlier
proceedings in the same case; the judge’s alleged
ideological proclivity, as reflected in her
attendance at events organised by the Akhil
Bharatiya Adhivakta Parishad, or ABAP (a
lawyers’ organisation inclined towards the
political philosophy of the ruling regime at the
Centre); the fact that the judge’s children were
working as panel advocates under the
Centre/government, with case files to be allotted
by the Solicitor General, who, incidentally, was
representing the opposing side in the case; and a
statement by Home Minister Amit Shah implying
that Mr. Kejriwal would lose the case in the High
Court. Because of these factors, he contended
that he reasonably apprehended bias in the
process of adjudication.

Law on recusal

The law on recusal of a judge is not codified in
India. It is more an ethical issue than a technical
one. Yet, the jurisprudence on recusal is rich as it
takes in precedents and best practices across the
globe. The 19th century idea about judges with its
Victorian overtones is reflected in the British case
of Leeson vs General Council of Medical Education
and Registration (1889) where Lord Bowen said
that like Caesar’s wife, judges should be above
suspicion. The proverbial idea that justice should
not only be done but also be seen to have been
done was articulated by Lord Hewart in R vs
Sussex Justices (1923).

What transpired in the Delhi High Court
exposes the risk of judges not strictly adhering to
the Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct, the
draft of which was finalised at the Round Table
Meeting of judges from many countries at The
Hague in 2002. They enumerate independence,
impartiality, integrity, propriety, equality,
competence and diligence as accepted ‘judicial
values’. Among other things, they say that “a

Kaleeswaram Raj

Lawyer at the
Supreme Court
of India

Judicial recusal
principles have
been tested in
the Delhi liquor
policy case

judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance
of impropriety in all of the judge’s activities” .

In Ranjit Thakur vs Union Of India And Ors.
(1987), the Supreme Court of India explained that
the ‘proper approach’ for a judge when faced
with a request for recusal “is not to look at his
own mind and ask himself, however, honestly,
‘Am [ biased?’, but to look at the mind of the
party before him”. In P.K. Ghosh, I.A.S. and Ant.
vs J.G. Rajput (1995) the Court said that when the
litigant feels on reasonable basis that a particular
judge should not hear his case, and when there
are alternatives, recusal by the judge is the
appropriate course, for maintaining public
confidence in the system. In State Of Punjab vs
Davinder Pal Singh Bhullar and Ors. Etc. (2011),
the Court said that “a mere ground of appearance
of bias and not actual bias is enough to vitiate the
judgment/order”.

In Supreme Court Advocates-On-Record
Association vs Union Of India (2015), the Court
reiterated some of the judicial values. The
judgment said, “The simple question is, whether
the adjudication by the Judge concerned, would
cause a reasonable doubt in the mind of a
reasonably informed litigant and fair-minded
public as to his impartiality.” Unlike
administrative decision making, where the
adjudicative authority is often stipulated in the
statute or the rule, there is no doctrine of
necessity in judicial proceedings when there are
alternatives.

The judgment of the top court in State of W.B.
vs Shivananda Pathak (1998) was an admonition
against judicial obstinacy. Thus, with the possible
exceptions such as Justice Arun Mishra’s refusal
to recuse in Indore Development Authority vs
Manoharlal And Ors. (2019), the Supreme Court
has, by and large, rejected the “duty to sit
doctrine” evolved in the United States.

The challenge before the judge
Legal scholar James Sample opined that “the
teachable moments on disqualification are in the
Court’s Court”. This, again, is a call not only for
ensuring fairness but also for maintaining the
appearance of fairness. The real challenge before
the judge is to overcome the possibility for
subjectivity in adjudicative process especially
when the very same judge whose recusal is
sought is deciding the question of recusal.
Distinguished American jurist Benjamin N.
Cardozo famously wrote, “We may try to see
things as objectively as we please. None the less,
we can never see them with any eyes except our
own.”. The maxim that no one should sit in
judgment in her own cause is too well settled.

29A. Arecusal test the Delhi High Court failed
s e gdator Srad Redl 3va s fawe @t

Viewed in the light of these principles, Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma should have recused
herself or at least insisted that the recusal plea
should be placed before another judge for
hearing. Such a course would have facilitated a
more objective evaluation of the contentions
raised by Mr. Kejriwal apart from averting the
present scenario. But neither of these happened
and the present judgment followed.

Fairness of process

The judgment issued on April 20, 2026 does not
reflect the correct judicial approach. The judge
said that she had to decide between a litigant and
herself. It was further stated in the judgment that
the suspicion of bias expressed in the recusal plez
was unfounded and that the allegations were
manufactured. The judge asked, “... if the
children of politicians can enter politics, how
would it be just to question the children of a
Judge who study like others, struggle like others,
and prove themselves in Court like others to earn
their livelihood?” One would wonder if this was
the argument made by Mr. Kejriwal.

Mr. Kejriwal, in his rejoinder, had reportedly
said that “conflict arises not from prior
participation in the present proceedings, but
from the admitted existence of a live, active and
ongoing professional relationship with the
prosecuting side”. The judge also justified her
attendance at an event organised by the ABAP,
and stated that she had attended events
conducted by academic bodies as well. The
judgment mistakes criticism of the judge as one
of judicial establishment. The verdict is also self
defensive, argumentative and accusational rather
than analytical. It is vulnerable to further legal
challenge. After the judgment, Mr. Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia wrote letters to the judge stating
that they would not participate in further
proceedings before her in the present matter.

In a case with serious political ramifications,
the grounds raised by Mr. Kejriwal and others
were relevant and required a more objective
assessment, rather than a subjective affirmation
based on a notion of a “presumption of
impartiality”, as stated in the judgment. The
verdict substitutes the well-settled legal position
that a reasonable apprehension of bias is
sufficient for a plea of recusal with a requirement
to demonstrate actual bias. This is patently
€IToneous.

The judge rightly said that, in the recusal plea,
she was effectively being tried by the litigant. But
the outcome of this “trial”, unless corrected, will
remain an embarrassing precedent for a system
already in crisis.

e Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma of the Delhi High Court refused to recuse herself from
hearing the Delhi liquor policy case — Central Bureau Of Investigation vs Kuldeep
Singh and Ors. (April 20, 2026) — involving the former Chief Minister of Delhi, Arvind
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Kejriwal, and others.

et 3T FarTeT H el Fauit Fid aHT S e smaEr Afa A — dea s 3HE
graf¥edters FanT Fad Rig Ta 31+ (20 38, 2026) — T FAaTS & TIF FY AT FIA
Rt #3) @ 3R T e, Foradt feeel & qd e arfde Fordiare afed 3= anffer
gl

The prominent grounds cited in his plea included adverse findings by the judge in earlier

proceedings in the same case; the judge’s alleged ideological proclivity, as reflected in her
attendance at events organised by the Akhil Bharatiya Adhivakta Parishad (ABAP);

SeTehT TTIeRT & Y@ TURT & AT T — 3 A A I FriATieat F warareier gary fgu e
wfager forsand; =arameier 1 AT Fafe vgfa, S srf@re st srfasar alwe (ABAP) &
FIIHAT H 3P 3URTATT ¥ IRATAT &I §;

(a lawyers’ organisation inclined towards the political philosophy of the ruling regime at
the Centre);

(ST T3 ahe; BT ARG TXHR Y TeTaiforeh FAaRerRT <hr 31X S7ehTer T&T dTell Ueh Fehiell T TG
)

The law on recusal of a judge is not codified in India.
ST & REFggrer & e ftd Flefet TR & WiRamaqy 781 ¢
It is more an ethical issue than a technical one.

TE U At e 4 3 377 A a7ear ¢

The 19th century idea about judges, with-its Victorian overtones, is reflected in the British
case of Leeson vs General Council of Medical Education and Registration (1889) where
Lord Bowen said that like Caesar’s wife, judges should be above suspicion.

Farareiel & IR F 19dT G Y srguren, 5w AFRas vomE steiedr &, fofeer Ao
Leeson vs General Council of Medical Education and Registration (1889) ¥ gRdlfard
Il &, STET A1S @1dT o gl foh HISX & Teeit T g ~arareier §eg & W gl T1Rv|

The proverbial idea that justice should not only be done but also be seen to have been
done was articulated by Lord Hewart in R vs Sussex Justices (1923).

7 9ftiee feuid foh ~ama aer fham & 78 s ariee afew gid gu @ s &am =nfye, &
£91¢ GaRT R vs Sussex Justices (1923) # gfaurfed foar arm|

What transpired in the Delhi High Court exposes the risk of judges not strictly adhering to the
Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct, the draft of which was finalised at the Round
Table Meeting at The Hague in 2002.

fereelt 3w FamaTerT 3 S g3, 9F Fe &Rl § o warameiel ganr ek F=anfe sraor
Fagat &7 H31$ T TeleT o et & NEHA &, T TFT 2002 H F91 7 AN MerdAsr do&
# 3T &9 fea Iy |

They enumerate independence, impartiality, integrity, propriety, equality, competence
and diligence as accepted judicial values.

g fAeridl 3 Faaadn, forsaatar, $ARTERY, amelierar, @aTedT, gatar 3R afser 1 wigd
SIS AT & & 7 Fellaey fhar g

Among other things, they say that “a judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of
impropriety in all of the judge’s activities”.

goTd g o gl a1 & o “Teh ararelier &t 3r9=) Helr hrf 7 JregfRrer reRor AR 3w Iy &
st qear Tfyw)”

In Ranjit Thakur vs Union Of India And Ors. (1987), the Supreme Court of India explained
that the ‘proper approach’ for a judge when faced with a request for recusal “is not to look at
his own mind and ask himself, however, honestly, ‘Am | biased?’, but to look at the mind of
the party before him”.
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Ranjfa ST 11 IR WY Td 3+ (1987) H, IR & afed w-Ter = Tuse fohar foh fahaly
wgraTefer & fore ReFgerer & 11T AT WIHAT it Hord ‘3T gfveanior Ig =1el & fo ag 3t
HeA 7 TE IS, 87l & SHCRY W, F41 # qararelt §2', afesh 3§ 39 et 3URTUd qaThr &

G ISEHIOT Y ST =TT

In P.K. Ghosh, LA.S. and Ant. vs J.G. Rajput (1995) the Court said that when the litigant
feels on reasonable basis that a particular judge should not hear his case, and when there

are alternatives, recusal by the judge is the appropriate course, for maintaining public
confidence in the system.

dt. 3. BV, 3TS.0.0H. U9 3+ a1 .3 TSI (1995) 3 Aol o &gl foh o s agahal
3T ATUR T I8 AGHH FIAT § (o 1s [IAY =grrefier 3HHT A 7 G, AR 57 Rapew
39eTetr g, oY ~ATATENRT SaRT Rerg ol ialr e At &, foad =4y yomelt & wrdsifors fereary
AT TG |

In State Of Punjab vs Davinder Pal Singh Bhullar and Ors. Etc. (2011), the Court said that

“a mere ground of appearance of bias and not actual bias is enough to vitiate the
judgment/order”.

USTT T T i qTel A $eeR U 3Hed (2011) H ~A1Ter o el foh Shaol T&TITT HY
JTRIRT T JTHTH &, IS T&TITd o To=1T ofY, fAviay/3meer &1 e 3 & fow gafeq &1

In Supreme Court Advocates-On-Record Association vs Union Of India (2015), the Court
reiterated some of the judicial values.

FNA FIE TsarhcH-3iTT-Repls THfATereT a3 AR § (2015) H AT A FS wAMAH
HeAT T JoT: ST
The judgment said, “The simple question is, whether the adjudication by the Judge

concerned, would cause a reasonable doubt in the mind of a reasonably informed litigant
and fair-minded public as to his impartiality.”

fooTer 3 gt a1, “Xer Y2 Ig & foh T Helferet =gramefier eaRT o arar faotae, v wofa
FTAFHY T a1 TIEFHdT 3T ATET STAATTH & FHeT H 3T forsqatar ) o 3T T
3ol I
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The RTE Act and the idea of social inclusion
4GS I: Polity, & Governance ] T

Court of India reaffirmed the purpose of

Section 12(1)(c) of the Right to Education
(RTE) Act, 2009, the landmark provision that
reserves 25% of seats in private schools for
students from economically weaker sections and

l 1 its January 2026 judgment, the Supreme

-

schooling or to allow the state to outsource its
constitutional duty to public education, citing
falling government school enrolment alongside
rising private school admissions.

This reading is misplaced. First, Section 12(1)(c)
does not dilute the state’s duty to invest in public

transparent, low-discretion processing.

For children from disadvantaged backgrounds,
these classrooms offer more than just academics.
They provide access to social capital, previously
unexplored aspirations, peer networks, and
institutional cultures. These experiences translate

socially disadvantaged groups. In words that are Ayushi Khare schools, but recognises that the right to free and into higher self-belief, enhanced ambition, and a

deeply symbolic, the Court observed that this Senior Lead, compulsory elementary education, and the broader worldview.

provision makes it possible for “the child of a Government creation of shared learning spaces, must be

multi-millionaire or even of a Judge of the Relations, realised within a schooling ecosystem where Acknowledging challenges

Supreme Court of India to sit in the same Indus Action private schools are not incidental actors but There is no denying the challenges that persist in

classroom and at the same bench as the child of natural participants in fulfilling a constitutional the implementation of Section 12(1)(c). Some

an autorickshaw driver or a street vendor”. The mandate. The RTE Act does not create a zero-sum | private schools continue to resist full inclusion,

judgment reasserted that this provision is a contest between public and private institutions; it | while families often bear hidden costs for

deliberate constitutional strategy to seeks to foster integrated educational spaces. uniforms, books and materials. Implementation

operationalise equality of status by creating Second, the shift towards private schooling remains uneven across States, with persistent

shared learning spaces for all children. predates the RTE Act. The Annual Status of gaps in transparency, grievance redress, and
This sentiment of social integration often Karthika Education (ASER) Report of 2006 documents last-mile outreach and disbursements.

comes alive in thousands of stories across the ‘Annamalai significant movement into private schools “at the These challenges do not change the fact that

country. Take Karthik, a footwear vendor, and his ﬁ expense of government school enrolment”. Section 12(1)(c) was not meant to rely solely on

onsultant,

wife, Sunita, for example. They always dreamed
of providing their children with quality education
despite their modest income. This became
possible when their younger son joined a reputed
private school through this provision. The boy
thrived in the new environment, excelling in
academics and his favourite sport, kabaddi.
Teachers nurtured his growth, while classmates
became close friends. For Karthik and Sunita, the
RTE Act did not just change their son’s future; it
altered their family’s life trajectory, with the
potential to lift them out of poverty. Stories such
as Prem’s are often told as narratives of access —

Right to Education
(RTE), Indus Action

The Supreme
Court of India's

Declining admissions in government schools are
rooted in deeper concerns around infrastructure,
teacher presence, and perceived quality — not in
Section 12(1)(c) itself.

Evidence from the ground

Since its rollout, over five million children have
walked through the doors of educational spaces
previously out of reach, with retention rates
averaging over 90%. In cities such as Delhi and
Ahmedabad, blended classrooms are no longer
exceptions; they are the norm. Research (such as
that by Rao, Gautam, 2019) indicates that mixed

moral persuasion — it requires clear, enforceable
rules to succeed. Encouragingly, recent
experience demonstrates that these gaps are
neither inevitable nor insurmountable.
State-driven digital admission systems and
improved monitoring mechanisms — particularly
in Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Delhi — have
significantly strengthened access and
accountability.

The Court’s reaffirmation of Section 12(1)(c)
makes clear that it is neither a retreat from public
education nor an endorsement of private
schooling. The challenge now is administrative.

of doors opened and opportunities unlocked. But | judgment classrooms lead to increased generosity, reduced | States must ensure timely reimbursements,

at stake is not simply where a child studies, but strengthens the discrimination, and stronger pro-social remove hidden costs by private schools,

whether the circumstances of their birth continue | ;500 o a behaviour, without any adverse impact on strengthen grievance redress, and enforce

to determine the boundaries of their social world. - Iy academic outcomes or classroom discipline. At inclusion norms so that equality is experienced.
socially scale, implementation has also stabilised: The real test is whether we can operationalise the

A constitutional strategy ln[egm‘[ed reimbursements under Section 12(1)(c) are constitutional promise of social integration with

Despite its intent, Section 12(1)(c) is frequently education centrally streamlined, and State-level online the seriousness needed to match the ambition we

mischaracterised as a tool to promote private system Management Information Systems (MIS) ensure hold for our children.

29A. The RTE Act and the idea of social inclusion
IRAE s 3t aefors AT Y rauron

Right to Education and Social Integration / fRr&ir &1 31O+ R 3iv Grenfors vhrmtor

o Inits January 2026 judgment, the Supreme Court of India reaffirmed the purpose of
Section 12(1)(c) of the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, the landmark provision that

reserves 25% of seats in private schools for students from economically weaker sections

and socially disadvantaged groups.

379 STeTadY 2026 & fAoly &, IRT & wafow =ararery & a1 #1 31@FR (RTE) srfafaws,

2009 T &RT 12(1)(c) & 38T I YoT: YToe Y, ST Ueh HgeaquT Taena g 3R foraes ded fasiht

Rearerat 37 25% e e w7 & FASAR 791t 3R FrnfaF w7 & 3fra wagh & fow smfera
¢ In words that are deeply symbolic, the Court observed that this provision makes it possible for

“the child of a multi-millionaire or even of a Judge of the Supreme Court of India to sit in

the same classroom and at the same bench as the child of an autorickshaw driver or a
street vendor”.

ITERTS W TcllehTcaeh U] 3, 7T o gl foh Ig Tt “Ueh Ig-HNSUTer AT Fel Teh foh
Hafe FATerd & wArTeer & T I 3 HET R 3 a7 R FoaA B ITATT ST 8, 56l Th
IHTAY-RF2AT TTelh IT GSH AT T g1 ST 1

e The judgment reasserted that this provision is a deliberate constitutional strategy to
operationalise equality of status by creating shared learning spaces for all children.

0T o g=1: T T o Ig wraeneT el st & forw | fRiaror w4t g fPafa Ay
HATAAT T o] e T Teh Fhorafora wdenfors orifa &

e But at stake is not simply where a child studies, but whether the circumstances of their
birth continue to determine the boundaries of their social world.
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Akl HEET Shael Jg =T8I & Toh STl gl T&dT &, SToeh Tg & foh 41 3 oo it aRPufa
3% AATTSIR FAR Y WAt & e wdr @l

A constitutional strategy / T Gatnfa® o

Despite its intent, Section 12(1)(c) is frequently mischaracterised as a tool to promote
private schooling or to allow the state to outsource its constitutional duty to public
education, citing falling government school enrolment alongside rising private school
admissions.

39 3EERT & STale, URT 12(1)(c) Y e sl fRrat Y qgrar &t & |rerer 41 T ganr
39 Haenfas SIfica HY AETH FIA o T H ol AIeh A TEIT [hdT ST &, STeT TTHRY
el # AR # fRmae 3R sl Fpel # qod v 7 garen AT ST g

This reading is misplaced.

g SITEIT HIHE &

First, Section 12(1)(c) does not dilute the state’s duty to invest in public schools, but
recognises that the right to free and compulsory elementary education, and the creation
of shared learning spaces, must be realised within a schooling ecosystem where private
schools are not incidental actors but natural participants in fulfilling a constitutional
mandate.

Tgell, ¥RT 12(1)(c) T & WHN fagareral 7 fder #3a & a1flied &1 A 61 X, dfedh T8
AT &t § o foverew 3ttt arfovard wrafres R w1 R qar arg Ryator wumet #1 fstor
T O RIT 9 7 WK gl A1, STaT et RgATerd s feAs A afew wannfas wgameit
gl, S waenfares arfied 1 @ X & |

The RTE Act does not create a zero-sum contest between public and private institutions; it
seeks to foster integrated educational spaces.

RTE srfarfaas ardafaes ik fash deumet & & qe-aer sfaaiforar 761 seran, afes a8
Thrgd FeIfOre Tt Y qgrEr ST g |

Declining admissions in government schools are rooted in deeper concerns around
infrastructure, teacher presence, and perceived quality — not in Section 12(1)(c) itself.

IR Tholl H e Tl & W FiAATEY aren, fratat At suerstrar, 3R yoradm F GROT T STST
I AU § — o fo T °mr 12(1)(C)|

Evidence from the ground / ST#e @18

Since its rollout, over five million children have walked through the doors of educational
spaces previously out of reach, with retention rates averaging over 90%.

mmaﬁa:m@,mm@mmmmmﬁqgaw%mmm
qg’%r@rama?r, 3R FReT &X 90% § Ifa+ W B

In cities such as Delhi and Ahmedabad, blended classrooms are no longer exceptions;
they are the norm.

freel 3R srgagTaTE SR AT A, R FaNT 319 3r9aTe AL IE, Iodh I AT qGTYT 5
TS
Research (such as that by Rao, Gautam, 2019) indicates that mixed classrooms lead to

increased generosity, reduced discrimination, and stronger pro-social behaviour, without
any adverse impact on academic outcomes or classroom discipline.

TETHHTE (S8 T4, s, 2019) T AT § o FAfia wammd it serar, &a digema, 3K
AT WA SAGER T Ferar o ¢, 9= Aerfore aRomaT a1 Fat sregemasT o fohdr gicper
T |
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e They provide access to social capital, previously unexplored aspirations, peer networks,
and institutional cultures.

RG]
e These experiences translate into higher self-belief, enhanced ambition, and a broader
worldview.

¥ 3731 IT HTATARAT, 91 g3 Agcarhian, 3R e favagfe # uRafdd g 2

Acknowledging challenges / galfarat i weligpfar

e There is no denying the challenges that persist in the implementation of Section 12(1)(c).
mlz(l)(c)a?mmﬁﬁa?ﬁgégﬁﬁﬁﬁsawaﬁ%mmml

e Some private schools continue to resist full inclusion, while families often bear hidden
costs for uniforms, books and materials.

Fo ot fargaTer 319 o got gamdere &1 R oed &, STafer TRant i 3rerex gfermid, frara
3R et & fore v g wmre gt el oSl B

e Implementation remains uneven across States, with persistent gaps in transparency,
grievance redress, and last-mile outreach and disbursements.

I eT Tl A AT Fo11 ET &, STeT TRervert, Rieprarer fyawor, 3R sifersr =xor 7 wga
g feor 7 fAieR 3 S gUEl
e State-driven digital admission systems and improved monitoring mechanisms —

particularly in Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Delhi — have significantly strengthened access and
accountability.

Tog-afia RBforee garer yorrelt 31k SeeR Aot a9 — faQw &0 & Tereyre, Jorm 3K el
ﬁ—ﬁqgaaﬂtmwaaaﬁaﬂ@rﬂaag—rﬁw%l

o The Court’s reaffirmation of Section 12(1)(c) makes clear that it is neither a retreat from
public education nor an endorsement of private schooling.

=ITATerY EaRT YRT 12(1)(c) HY e YIS Fg TISC I ¢ o Ig o oY Wrdstioren fAem @ i
gear g 3R o7 & T fRrem &1 gadT)

e States must ensure timely reimbursements, remove hidden costs by private schools,
strengthen grievance redress, and enforce inclusion norms so that equality is
experienced.

T3 @ wAT W gfagfd gfafaa s aifte, fash fggmeat garr aeme v 3 =t &
e F1fRT, RIS fFAaROT Y AT FHIAT AT, 3R FATAA & AleThI H A FHIAT AR,
TR HATAAT T AT 3T & T |
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Odisha acts fast after tribal man carries sister’s remains to bank

3nf3em # snfeard sufFa garT 96+ & IFTAY &F & I F a1g TATHA F Aol § FRATS
&
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Odisha acts fast after tribal man
carries sister’s remains to bank

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

A day after a tribal man in
Odisha’s Keonjhar district
carried his deceased sis-
ter’s skeletal remains to a
bank as proof of death in
order to withdraw money
from her account, the ad-
ministration moved with
unusual alacrity on Tues-
day, completing all formal-
ities and disbursing the
payment within a single
day.

Disturbing visuals of Jitu
Munda of Diananali village
under Patna block in Ke-
onjhar district walking
through the streets with
the skeletal remains slung

over his shoulder had gone
viral, triggering wides-
pread outrage.

“We issued the death
certificate in the morning.

Bank had asked for
necessary documents
for withdrawal from
the man’s deceased
sister’s account

The local tahsildar verified
family details through the
revenue inspector and
promptly issued the legal
heir certificate. Subse-
quently, bank officials
handed over ¥19,300 to the
family members,” said Ma-
nas Dandpat, Block Deve-
lopment Officer of Patna
block.

The Keonjhar district
administration initiated a
probe into the circum-
stances that forced Mr.
Munda to carry the skeletal
remains in full public view.

The incident occurred
when Mr. Munda ap-

proached Odisha Grameen
Bank, a regional rural bank
sponsored by Indian Over-
seas Bank, to withdraw
money from the account of
his sister, Kalara Munda,
who had died two months

ago.

Asked by bank authori-
ties to furnish necessary
documents for withdrawal
from a deceased person’s
account, Mr. Munda, un-
aware of banking proce-
dures, dug up his sister’s
burial site, exhumed the
skeletal remains, and
walked about 2.5 km to the
bank.

In a statement, Indian
Overseas Bank  said,
“Bank’s intention was to
protect monies in the ac-
count of the poor tribal
woman. There is no case of
any harassment.”

29A. Odisha acts fast after tribal man carries sister’s remains to bank

3nfem & anfard cafFa ganr 98 & @y & o SR F g TATHA F AN X
FRATS Y

e A day after a tribal man in Odisha’s Keonjhar district carried his deceased sister’s skeletal
remains to a bank as proof of death in order to withdraw money from her account, the
administration moved with unusual alacrity on Tuesday, completing all formalities and
disbursing the payment within a single day.

3N & 3R e 7 veh 3feared i gaRT 39=H 7 Sge & helel A S H Hcg
JHTOT & T H ] 3T @i A AT AhIolet & Teh 8T 916, T & HIToIdR &l 3TATHT Joil
ferg 3tk @t 3o Repard gl o ek € fee & sparainet SRy Y e

e Disturbing visuals of Jitu Munda of Diananali village under Patna block in Keonjhar district

walking through the streets with the skeletal remains slung over his shoulder had gone viral,
triggering widespread outrage.

315 ToTel o geaT soileh o BT 1T & I F3T oh hehlol 1 HeT T FChIhT Fhi T
TeId §U $TATTE G IRl &Y 91T 2, fHad caraeh 3mshrer et |

e “We issued the death certificate in the morning.
“GHA GIE Hcg THTOT 9 STRY fohwam|

e The local tahsildar verified family details through the revenue inspector and promptly issued
the legal heir certificate.
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TN deHieer o Tored fafiewye & Aegsr @ 9RaR & fqavor i gfite & 3R q1d Feget
SRS JATOT IF SR fohaT|

Subsequently, bank officials handed over 19,300 to the family members,” said Manas
Dandpat, Block Development Officer of Patna block.

g d1¢ Ao IR & IRER & et Y 19,300 T f&T,” geaT solfeh & A«H &394,
selieh Taehr 31TAPRY o FhgT|

The Keonjhar district administration initiated a probe into the circumstances that forced Mr.
Munda to carry the skeletal remains in full public view.

3T TSTelr JRImeet o 3o7 IRTEUTAT 6 S qE Y, Totegial A #sT I Ardsiieleh & A shehrel
AN o ST & ferw HeTey foha|

The incident occurred when Mr. Munda approached Odisha Grameen Bank, a regional rural
bank sponsored by Indian Overseas Bank, to withdraw money from the account of his sister,
Kalara Munda, who had died two months ago.

agamaagéaa%ﬁﬂamalﬁmﬂa, TSIeTehT e AT Tl Feg &1 gehl 2, T &
& forhreret & forw sifaem amefior d&, St 33w 3tavisr d& garT yfSa v e ameor
S ¢, TE

Asked by bank authorities to furnish necessary documents for withdrawal from a deceased

person’s account, Mr. Munda, unaware of banking procedures, dug up his sister’s burial site,
exhumed the skeletal remains, and walked about 2.5 km to the bank.

do TURRAT GaT Fol T & T & Y Toehrelel & ToIT 31Taedes gEdTdsl Alel ST T,
Sfehar S & ettt s HET o 3r9aT aget BT shet WA, Febtel fenrer X erarerar 2.5 forel Yger
TeTH S T |

In a statement, Indian Overseas Bank said, “Bank’s intention was to protect monies in the
account of the poor tribal woman. There is no case of any harassment.”

Teh ST H §130e et da o7 FgT, “Joh &1 3652 TG Ifeardy Afger & @i 7 AT af
T GR&T e AT| Forel o X AT IATS T T SIS AHT 781 o 17

MINERAL RESOURCES KEONJHAR

Keonjhar is one of India’s richest mineral districts, especially for:

Iron Ore

Major deposits found in Barbil-Joda belt

Odisha is the largest producer of iron ore in India, and Keonjhar is a key contributor
Manganese: Important reserves present in the district

Other Minerals: Chromite, limestone, and quartzite

Keonjhar plays a major role in India’s steel industry supply chain

The district has a mix of:

* Red soils and lateritic soils in uplands
e Alluvial soils in river valleys

e Keonjhar has a high proportion of Scheduled Tribes, including:

* Juang
* Bhuyan
* Santhal
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29A | UAE announces exit from OPEC group weakening cartel’s bargaining power
UAE @ OPEC W#g ¥ aTe fehetel 1 alwor &1, et $réel 1 Qiearsh ardm iR g8
29A | Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO approach to eliminate terrorism
Ty FE & ATchare Y FATST FI F fAT SCO F ThiFhd gieehIvT 1 Jear fHar
29A | The tragedy of recurring Rohingya refugee deaths
NfEear eronfdat i aR-IR g1 arelt Alar Hr Tad;
29A | Blocking of Meta’s Al start-up buy ups risk for China tech deals
Meta & Al ¥eTe-319 fagor ) V& & i & e i & faw afas
29A | Israel using water access as a weapon in Gaza: MSF report
TSt # AT AT IET FY RAAR F T A FEAATT HT @8 goser: MSF Reie
29A | UAE announces exit from OPEC group weakening cartel’s bargaining power
UAE & OPEC §#g ¥ aTeX frsheral 1 aiwor iy, fForad réer i Flearsh a1era1 F7eR g8
29A | Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO approach to eliminate terrorism
TSIy FE A ATchaTe H FATST FI F fAT SCO F ThIha gfSehIoT T JHTearT fHar
29A | The tragedy of recurring Rohingya refugee deaths

AfgTar RN Y IR-aR gt arelt Alat Sy T
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UAE announces exit from
OPEC group weakening
cartel’s bargaining power

Associated Press
DUBAI

The United Arab Emirates
said Tuesday it will leave
the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) effective May
1, stripping the oil cartel of
its third-largest producer
and further weakening its
leverage over global oil
supplies and prices.

The UAE’s decision had
been rumored as a possi-
bility for some time, as it
pushed back in recent
years against OPEC pro-
duction quotas it felt had
been too low — meaning it
wasn’t able to sell as much
oil to the world as it had
wanted. “Having invested
heavily in expanding ener-
gy production capacity in
recent years, the bigger
picture is that the UAE has
been itching to pump more
oil,” Capital Economics
wrote in an analysis.

“The ties binding OPEC
members together have
loosened,” it said, particu-
larly after Qatar withdrew
from the cartel in 2019.

Regional politics are al-
so likely at play. The UAE
has had increasingly frosty
relations with Saudi Ara-
bia, OPEC’s largest produc-
er, over political and eco-
nomic matters in the
Mideast, even after both
came under attack by fel-
low OPEC member Iran
during the war.

The UAE’s withdrawal
from OPEC won’t necessa-
rily have any immediate ef-
fects in markets because
oil supplies are sharply
constrained by the war in
Iran, which has closed off
the Strait of Hormuz, a wa-
terway through which one-
fifth of global oil supplies —
including much of the
UAE’s — is transported. On
Tuesday, Brent crude, the
international benchmark,
traded above $111 a barrel,
or more than 50% above its
prewar price.

OPEC accounts for
roughly 40% of the world’s
oil output, but its market

The move had been rumoured as a possibility for some time with
the UAE pushing back against production quotas in recent years. AFP

President Trump ‘unhappy’
with Iran’s peace proposal

Reuters
DUBAI/WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump is unhappy with
the latest Iranian proposal
on resolving the
two-month war, a U.S.
official said.

Iran’s latest proposal

would set aside discussion
on its nuclear programme
until the war, on hold
following a ceasefire is
ended and disputes over
shipping from the Gulf are
resolved.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 14

power had been waning in
recent years as the United
States ramped up produc-
tion. While Saudi Arabia
had been producing more
than 10 million barrels of
oil a day before the war,
the U.S. pumps more than
13 million barrels a day.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has been a steady
critic of the cartel during
his two terms.

The UAE, which joined
OPEC through its emirate
of Abu Dhabi in 1967, had
been producing around 3.4
million barrels of crude a
day just before the U.S.-Is-
raeli war with Iran began
on Feb. 28. Analysts say it
has capacity to produce 5
million barrels a day.

In its announcement on
Tuesday, made via its state-
run WAM news agency, the
UAE said it also would
leave the wider OPEC+
group, which Russia had
led to try to stabilize oil
prices.

“This decision reflects
the UAE’s long-term stra-
tegic and economic vision
and evolving energy pro-

file, including accelerated
investment in domestic

energy production,” the

UAE said, adding that it
would bring “additional
production to market in a
gradual and measured
manner, aligned with de-
mand and market
conditions.”

The UAE’s exit removes
one of OPEC’s few mem-
bers with the ability to
quickly raise production,
said Jorge Leon, head of ge-
opolitical analysis at Rys-
tad Energy.

“A structurally weaker
OPEC, with less spare ca-
pacity concentrated within
the group, will find it in-
creasingly difficult to cali-
brate supply and stabilise
prices,” he said.

While Saudi Arabia and
OPEC had no immediate
reaction, Emirati Energy
Minister Suhail al-Maz-
rouei insisted his country’s
decision did not stem from
any dispute with its Gulf
neighbour.

CRUDE OIL IMPORTS SLIP
» PAGE 12

29A. UAE announces exit from OPEC
group weakening cartel’s bargaining
power

UAE & OPEC ¥Hg ¥ aTeT faisheret
avorr F, TR FrET S Alearsit avAar
FHIN §§

e The United Arab Emirates said Tuesday it
will leave the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) effective May 1,
stripping the oil cartel of its third-largest producer
and further weakening its leverage over global oil
supplies and prices.

TYFT IR IR o HITTIR T gl foh T8
AT 3% & YT v S
(OPEC) ¥ 1 A3 ¥ §1eX ferel STTwam, foa® ao wrdel
39l AR T8 938 3c9Tgeh I dfdd g Sieer 3R
afReeh et 3Mafet 3N AT T 38 Ths R FASAN
g1 S|

e The UAE’s decision had been rumored as a
possibility for some time, as it pushed back in recent
years against OPEC production quotas it felt had
been too low — meaning it wasn’t able to sell as
much oil to the world as it had wanted.

UAE & 30 thiel T T ofd 0T § T 7 oY,
Fifeh gTeT o auT & 3Tt OPEC & 3cUIGe hic ol
farer fopaam o, T\\m—éa's'qu FH ATIT AT — THTHT
A AT % a8 gferar &1 e Aot 8T 3= T T AT
TSTeteT g =g &l

e  “The ties binding OPEC members together
have loosened,” it said, particularly after Qatar
withdrew from the cartel in 2019.

“OPEC & e &2if il SIS aTel TG FHFHSIR &l T
g, =g Fgr 73T, [T & § 2019 H FaX & FIEdT
BIE F a1

e Regional politics are also likely at play.

ST TRy 8t Y sy v T8 B

e The UAE has had increasingly frosty relations with Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s largest producer,
over political and economic matters in the Mideast, even after both came under attack by
fellow OPEC member Iran during the war.

UAE & §34I 3R, St OPEC T HaI¥ §3T 3¢UIGH §, & HIY HET G4 & Usfellicren A 3
Heal TR HIY FAR AAGY0T I8 8, F6T e [ Y& & GNIeT aleil I OPEC HEET $T1eT GaRT
EHT gt o a1, 81|

e On Tuesday, Brent crude, the international benchmark, traded above $111 a barrel, or

more than 50% above its prewar price.

HITTAR Y AW TTAE € F35 $111 9 el § T FRITR T @7 AT, 3 Jeu § Tg el
&1 AT T 50% T 31T A7)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e OPEC accounts for roughly 40% of the world’s oil output, but its market power had been
waning in recent years as the United States ramped up production.

OPEC gferdT o oaTe1aT 40% el 3cTeat o foiw fSefigR 8, AftheT grer & asif ¥ 3Rt qarr

3cUTEsT Fele & HRUT SHeT ST QATFd AR aF 8T AT

e The UAE, which joined OPEC through its emirate of Abu Dhabi in 1967, had been
producing around 3.4 million barrels of crude a day just before the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran
began on Feb. 28.

UAE, S 1967 # 3791 37e[ &ITell 31#RT o ATEIH § OPEC # RMTAT §3T AT, 28 B I
ITARAI-SIRISA-ETT IS Y& Bl T Tgol I8 3.4 TATIIET S-e Fiel fereT Seureet oY TgT T

¢ Inits announcement on Tuesday, made via its state-run WAM news agency, the UAE said it
also would leave the wider OPEC+ group, which Russia had led to try to stabilize oil
prices.

FITATR Y 319 T FATTld WAM FATIR TSH! & ATEIH & U 910 9377 & UAE o e 6
g ATk OPEC+ W 1 #71 B3 3N, {51 & el HIAd 1 R 7t & folw aAcjea &Y TeT 2|

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

e The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental organization
that coordinates and unifies petroleum policies among member countries to ensure the stabilization of oil
markets.

e Founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad, Iraq, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela,
OPEC aims to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers and a regular supply for consumers.

Objectives and Functions

e Market Stabilization: OPEC seeks to stabilize oil markets by coordinating petroleum policies among
member countries.

e Price Regulation: By adjusting oil production levels, OPEC aims to maintain fair and stable prices for
petroleum producers.

e Supply Assurance: Ensures a regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations.

e Economic Development: Aims to provide a steady income to member countries, facilitating their
economic development.

Membership

» Current Members (as of 2025):

o Algeria

o0 Angola

o Congo

o Equatorial Guinea
0 Gabon

olran

olraq

o Kuwait

o Libya

o Nigeria

o Saudi Arabia

o United Arab Emirates
o Venezuela

Former Members
¢ Indonesia (suspended membership in 2016)

Pagez 1
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e Qatar (withdrew in 2019)
e Ecuador (withdrew in 2020)

Global Oil Production and Reserves

ATF Ao 3c9e 3R 3R

e In 2022, OPEC produced approximately 28.7 million barrels per day, accounting for 38% of the world's
total oil production.

2022 7, OPEC & wrsrar 28.7 fafargs e wfafder cier &1 3cute fovan, it faea & et 3cte #T38% &

o As of the end of 2023, OPEC member countries held about 1,241 billion barrels of proven crude oil
reserves, approximately 79% of the world's total reserves.

2023 & 3id e, OPEC WEFd 2T & T SIT81T 1,241 3T R ey e el & SR 3, S faed & Fel $75)

T AT 79% &
Historical Impact

UG RIGEREICE

e Inthe 1970s, OPEC's decision to restrict oil production led to a dramatic rise in oil prices, causing
global economic disruptions.

1970 & & H, OPEC & del cuTeet 1 MAT $T&A & 0T & der 1 vl # ol gefwr g3, oo R

aﬁmmmﬁrgml

e This period marked a significant shift in the control of oil resources from multinational corporations to
oil-producing countries.

SH HAT A Ao FHTYA! & FAHA0T T TR Fuferal F Aer Sedreh AR A 3N Agea Ul T ¥ TR FHT
feam

e Since the 1980s, OPEC's influence has been challenged by internal disagreements and competition
from non-OPEC oil producers.

o 1980 % &¥F §, OPEC o Y8iTd i TR #Adsal 3R IR-OPEC e Seureshi & wiarqel & HRor et el
gl

e Instances of member countries exceeding production quotas have occasionally undermined the
organization's efforts to control oil prices.

o WEEY AT GART 3cUTE HIET IR FIA T G131 o FH3fl-FHefy FAaT 9T fAF=0r F OPEC & Il I FASIR
Far gl
OPEC as a Cartel
TH FIEd & T A OPEC

e Economists often describe OPEC as a cartel, as it involves collaboration among member countries to
control oil production and influence prices.

AT 31FE OPEC &Y U HTEe & §9 H IO id &, FITh Ig W et & e FgAeT GanT del 3edreet
fAafa e 3R eal F ganfaa Fer F 1 R FRar g

o However, OPEC's actions are considered legal under international law due to the doctrine of state

immunity, which protects sovereign nations from certain legal actions. N

o ISR, SARTSERT F1afet & e OPEC 1 AT der a7 Srreht & wrifis rar wieRe & Rggeriar & aregand o
O

a
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Formation of OPEC+
OPEC+ &T 718

e |n 2016, OPEC formed an alliance with 10 non-OPEC oil-producing countries, creating OPEC+.
2016 &, OPEC & 10 3R-OPEC el 3cuTeeh 221t & TTer AEieRY ¥ & OPEC+ &7 31547 [T

e This collaboration aimed to exert greater control over the global oil market by coordinating production
levels beyond OPEC's membership.

3 HISIGRY &1 36528 OPEC &I HEEIdT & AT ST 341Gt FaRI T GHedT Hieh d1Rdeh dof TR IR AHfaH

fAr=oT TRnfira Fear o)
* Non-OPEC Members in OPEC+:
« OPEC+ # IR-OPEC He¥T &I

o Russia
owrT

o0 Kazakhstan

0 FSAITREATT

o Mexico

o AfFTsr

o Oman

o 3N HATT

0 Azerbaijan

0 S aSTT

o Malaysia

o HAfAT

o Bahrain

o sgdi e

o Brunei

0T

0 South Sudan

o &faror gt

0 Sudan
o {3
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Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO
approach to eliminate terrorism

The Minister says the real test for SCO members lies in maintaining consistency and rejecting double standard, particularly

in addressing state-sponsored cross-border terrorism; he calls for a more ‘orderly world’ rather than a ‘new world order’

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

errorism remains
Tthe most serious
threat to global

peace and the emerging
world order, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh said
while addressing the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Defence
Ministers’ meeting in
Bishkek.

Emphasising zero tole-
rance, he called for a un-
ified and consistent ap-
proach to eliminate
terrorism, extremism, and
radicalism in all forms.

Mr. Singh underscored
that terrorism cannot be
justified under any circum-
stances, asserting that it
has no nationality and no
theology. He stressed that
no grievance, real or per-
ceived, can excuse vio-
lence against innocent
people.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of credibility, he said
the real test for SCO mem-
ber states lies in maintain-
ing consistency and reject-
ing double standard,
particularly in addressing
state-sponsored cross-bor-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addressing the SCO Defence Ministers’ meet in Bishkek on Tuesday. ANI

der terrorism and safe
havens.

Referring to the Pahal-
gam terror attack, Mr.
Singh said the carnage had
shaken the conscience of
humanity and reaffirmed
India’s resolve to hold per-
petrators accountable. He
noted that through Opera-
tion Sindoor, India demon-
strated that terrorism epi-
centres were no longer
immune from response.
He also recalled the Tianjin
Declaration, which reflects

the collective commitment
of SCO nations to combat
terrorism decisively.

‘Three evils’

The Defence Minister high-
lighted the role of SCO’s
Regional  Anti-Terrorist
Structure in countering
radicalisation and extre-
mism.

He said tackling the
“three evils” — terrorism,
separatism and extremism
— required a unified front,
stronger cooperation, and

decisive action against
those who supported or
sheltered terror networks.
Beyond security con-
cerns, Mr. Singh pointed to
the broader global context
marked by increasing un-
ilateralism, conflicts, and a
fractured world order. He
noted that nations were be-
coming more inward-look-
ing, weakening global con-
sensus, and cooperation.
In such a scenario, he said,
the SCO has a pivotal role
to play in promoting stabil-

ity, dialogue and mutual
respect.

Describing the SCO re-
gion as home to some of
the world’s most ancient
civilisations, Mr. Singh said
it reflectd a shared heritage
of cultural exchange, trade
and cooperation. He em-
phasised that this legacy
should guide member na-
tions in addressing pre-
sent-day challenges
collectively.

Calling for a more “or-
derly world” rather than a
new world order, Mr. Singh
stressed the need for digni-
ty, respect, and peaceful
coexistence among na-
tions. He urged SCO mem-
bers to prioritise diploma-
cy over conflict and ensure
that the current era was
defined by peace and pros-
perity, not war.

Reaffirming India’s com-
mitment, Mr. Singh in-
voked the philosophy of
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’
— the world is one family —
and expressed confidence
that stronger cooperation
within the SCO could trans-
form regional security
challenges into opportuni-
ties for lasting peace and
stability.

29A. Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO approach to eliminate terrorism

STy AT & ATchare Y FHATCT FIA & AT SCO & ThIFd gfCehIor F1 Areard

T

e He also recalled the Tianjin Declaration, which reflects the collective commitment of SCO

nations to combat terrorism decisively.

3ogi fagreIfareT aYyom &) &Y a1 foram, St 37Tdehare & fAviae &9 § o5 & faw SCO 2 Hir
arAfR gfaaeydr gl B

“Three evils’

oier qIgAr

e The Defence Minister highlighted the role of SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure in
countering radicalisation and extremism.
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He said tackling the “three evils” — terrorism, separatism and extremism — required a unified
front, stronger cooperation, and decisive action against those who supported or sheltered
terror networks.

3giel &gl foh “oliet ISAT — 3JATciehdle, ITelTaaTe IR 33T — & fues & fow s whiga
HYEY, AT FEANT 3R A sAcadh ! FHLST AT FETUT &ol aTell & @t fAuiaes Hiears

3T H ¢

The tragedy of recurring
Rohingya refugee deaths

The capsizing of a fishing trawler carrying refugees draws attention to the cost of protracted displacement

Story so far:
fishing trawler carrying around
250-280 people, including
Rohingya refugees and
Bangladeshi nationals, capsized
in the Andaman Sea in mid-April 2026
while attempting to reach Malaysia.
According to UNHCR - the UN Refugee
Agency and the International
Organization for Migration (I0M), around
250 people are feared dead or missing,
based on preliminary estimates. The
vessel departed from Teknaf in Cox’s
Bazar, Bangladesh, and was reportedly
overcrowded and overwhelmed by rough
seas.

Only around 9-10 survivors were
rescued. Survivors reported that the boat
travelled for about four days before
capsizing, with some people floating for
over 36 hours before being rescued by
passing vessels.

Life-threatening sea journeys

Since the 2017 Rohingya crisis in Rakhine
State, over 7,00,000 Rohingya have fled
to Cox’s Bazar, in Bangladesh. Myanmar’s
1982 Citizenship Law rendered them
effectively stateless, denying basic rights.
In Bangladesh, more than one million
refugees live in congested camps with
limited or no access to education and
formal work. According to the UNHCR,
funding cuts since 2023 have sharply
reduced food rations. Smuggling
networks exploit this vulnerability,

charging high fees for passage to Malaysia,

where informal labour opportunities and
diaspora links exist.

The 1,500-nautical-mile
Bangladesh-Malaysia route relies on
unseaworthy boats, often carrying over
200 people with minimal supplies, for a
journey that could take 5-7 days Reports
by humanitarian agencies indicate that
vessels are sometimes denied
disembarkation or allegedly pushed back,

leaving migrants stranded at sea.

According to a UNHCR report released
on April 17 this year, 2025 was the
deadliest year on record for Rohingya sea
crossings, with nearly 900 dead or
missing. The report observes that 6,500
attempted the journey, with about one in
seven perishing. The trend has continued
into 2026, with over 2,800 departures
recorded between January and mid-April.

A comparison with the Mediterranean
Sea highlights both parallels and
contrasts. The IOM estimates nearly
28,000 deaths there since 2014, as
migrants fled conflicts in Syria, Eritrea,
and Afghanistan.

Europe’s response, though contested,
is relatively structured. Following the 2013
Lampedusa shipwreck, Italy launched
Operation Mare Nostrum, rescuing
around 1,50,000 people. It was followed
by EU-led missions such as Operation
Sophia, beginning in 2015, which targeted
smuggling networks while also supporting

rescue efforts. The Frontex coordinates
joint operations, while the Common
European Asylum System sets standards
for asylum processing.

Legal accountability also plays a role.
In Hirsi Jamaa v. Italy (2012), the
European Court of Human Rights ruled
that pushbacks violated international law.
NGOs such as Médecins Sans Frontiéres
and SOS Méditerranée have also rescued
thousands. In contrast, Southeast Asia
lacks binding frameworks. During the
2015 Andaman crisis, thousands were
stranded at sea amid delayed responses.
‘Without legal obligations or coordination,
responses remain ad hoc.

The governance vacuum

The Rohingya maritime crisis exposes a
governance vacuum in South and
Southeast Asia. Conflict has strengthened
the Arakan Army (a local Buddhist armed
group), which by 2024 controlled large
parts of Myanmar’s Rakhine State, driving
displacement in the region. Countries
such as India, Bangladesh, Thailand, and
Malaysia are not signatories to the 1951
Refugee Convention, limiting formal
protections. The ASEAN’s 2021 Five-Point
Consensus has been constrained by the
non-interference principle and internal
divisions between Indonesia and Malaysia
versus Thailand and Myanmar,
reinforcing policy paralysis.

(Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a
focus on current affairs and geopolitics.)

29A. The tragedy of recurring Rohingya refugee deaths
AT RNt i TR-aR @1 arelt Alat FHr T

THE GIST

v

According to a UNHCR report,
2025 was the deadliest year on
record for Rohingya sea
crossings, with nearly 900 dead
or missing. The report observes
that 6,500 attempted the
Jjourney, with about one in
seven perishing.

v

The Rohingya maritime crisis
exposes a governance vacuum
in South and Southeast Asia.

e The capsizing of a fishing trawler carrying refugees draws attention to the cost of
protracted displacement

RUTAAY &1 oF ST IET Uk AGell ThSa dTell AAlhT & Tolcal T TeaT drehiferd [ATYTdeT dhr
AT F 3R I 3MHT FATE

e Afishing trawler carrying around 250-280 people, including Rohingya refugees and

Bangladeshi nationals, capsized in the Andaman Sea in mid-April 2026 while attempting
to reach Malaysia.

Teh AG ol YohSa aTell AT (Sfer¥) FSTeT o971 250280 aYer, foie7eT Afgear eomeft 3ilx
m&m%mqmmze%mﬁmmﬁmq@aﬁ%m%aﬁm
el 5|

According to UNHCR - the UN Refugee Agency and the International Organization for
Migration (IOM), around 250 people are feared dead or missing, based on preliminary
estimates.

JUATIHHI (WFFT g QRO voieh) 3R FARET JardeT HarsaT (I0M) & TR, RIS
37T o TR YT SITSTIT 250 AN & FeT AT ATTCAT gl T JATerht &1

The vessel departed from Teknaf in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, and was reportedly
overcrowded and overwhelmed by rough seas.
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Since the 2017 Rohingya crisis in Rakhine State, over 7,00,000 Rohingya have fled to
Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh.

2017 & @B T A NFTAT e & 91, 7,00,000 ¥ 3fF AfFAT T9a & Fiaw IR F
RO o Feh B

Myanmar’s 1982 Citizenship Law rendered them effectively stateless, denying basic rights.
FIAR & 1982 ARTREHAT FTelel o 3eg THATHN & § TeATagret Jo11 i, fadr 37 Aifaw
TR & faw 7w

A comparison with the Mediterranean Sea highlights both parallels and contrasts.

ST WRR o AL Tolell el TR FATAT 3R IR St Wt 31 &

The IOM estimates nearly 28,000 deaths there since 2014, as migrants fled conflicts in Syria,
Eritrea, and Afghanistan.

IOM & 3718, 2014#31?a$m28,000m€r§§%, S g ", sRiear sk
HEIMTATATT & TSt T AT

Europe’s response, though contested, is relatively structured.

R i gt aeaf Rafea, semea wRa gl

Following the 2013 Lampedusa shipwreck, Italy launched Operation Mare Nostrum,
rescuing around 1,50,000 people.

2013 ¥ AFIZHT FET TGN & dlc;, TColl A HTURAA AR AFEH YE R, Torady o@1shr 1,50,000
SAYert Y =TT I

It was followed by EU-led missions such as Operation Sophia (2015), which targeted
smuggling networks while also supporting rescue efforts.

38 d16 JURT TG & Acd aTa FAeT, SId siraersr @ (2015), 3% v 1w, fSieghe avamdy
Aeas FI AT AT 3R TUTE SRt HT FHRST FAT|

The Frontex coordinates joint operations, while the Common European Asylum System
sets standards for asylum processing.

WeFH HgFd HINATAT 1 AT FIAT &, SR AT JUGT AROT Tl ROT FfoHam &
A AuTRa s gl

NGOs such as Médecins Sans Frontieres and SOS Méditerranée have also rescued
thousands.

Médecins Sans Frontiéres 3T SOS Méditerranée o AT-TIFHRY ISt o7 37 goIRT a1t &y
CEIR IR

In contrast, Southeast Asia lacks binding frameworks.

38 Taudid, gfavor-qd v # areasr o #71 srama B |

Conflict has strengthened the Arakan Army, which by 2024 controlled large parts of
Myanmar’s Rakhine State, driving displacement in the region.

O o 3R ATHT T AT T 8, Toreet 2024 % FIAR & @iEa Usd & 93 el W/
foraror Y fora, o e &1 & fawymaeT a2

Countries such as India, Bangladesh, Thailand, and Malaysia are not signatories to the
1951 Refugee Convention, limiting formal protections.

R, TTaRY, UTals 3 AARNAT S 227 1951 eRoneft FFAAT F gTaAreRehdT o1el g, forad
iteia g WA o S 8

The ASEAN’s 2021 Five-Point Consensus has been constrained by the non-interference
principle and internal divisions between Indonesia and Malaysia versus Thailand and
Myanmar, reinforcing policy paralysis.

ITAATET FT 2021 FT ITT-FAT TR FHAlar srgeaaiv Reura 3 snals Aadel @SR
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Blocking of Meta’s Al start-up buy ups risk for China tech deals

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
BEIJING/HONG KONG

China’s blocking of Meta’s
acquisition of Al start-up
Manus will heighten the
risk for global investors
looking to invest in ad-
vanced tech firms with ties
to the country amid Beij-
ing's expansion of jurisdic-
tional reach to safeguard
strategic assets.

The National Develop-
ment and Reform Commis-
sion (NDRC), in a rare case,
ordered on Monday that
the $2-billion-plus acquisi-
tion by Meta be unwound
under Beijing’s national se-
curity review mechanism
of foreign investments that
came into effect in 2021.

The powerful state plan-

ner's move to block a Chi-
na-founded and Singapore-
headquartered company's
takeover will discourages
take or asset transfers by
homegrown companies to
foreign investors without
Beijing’s approval, lawyers
and analysts said.

“Beijing effectively drew
a bright red line that Chi-
nese Al talent and technol-
ogy are not for sale to
American companies,full
stop,” said Han Shen Lin,
Shanghai-based  China
country director at US.
consultancy firm The Asia
Group.

It was not immediately
clear how Meta would un-
wind the completed acqui-
sition of Manus, but the
‘Wall Street Journal said on
Tuesday, citing people fa-
miliar with the matter that
the California-based tech

00 Meta

Deal to dust: The Manus Al agent app is displayed on a mobile phone near the logo of Meta. REUTERS

giant was preparing to do
s0. Meta and the NDRC did
not immediately respond
to a Reuters request for
comment.

On the NDRC decision,
China’s state-backed Glo-

bal Times said on Tuesday
the issue was not the loca-
tion of Manus’ incorpora-
tion or management team
but rather “the extent of its
connections to China in
terms of technology, ta-

lent, and data”,as well as
whether the transaction
could jeopardise China's
industrial security and de-
velopment interests.

The biggest point of
contention was that Ma-

nus, an Al company built
on the work of Chinese en-
gineers and the Chinese in-
frastructure environment,
abruptly “cut ties” with
China after receiving U.S.
investment, the report
ad

Manus, an agent tool
built atop Western and lo-
cal Al models that can au-
tonomously execute com-
plex tasks, was hailed last
year by state media as a pa-
ragon of China's Al innova-
tion alongside large lan-
guage  model-builder
Dee k.

A year after Manus’
launch, its co-founders,
CEO Xiao Hongand chief
scientist Ji Yichao, have
been barred from leaving
China after being sum:
moned to Beijing for talks
with regulators in March,
sources have said.

The NDRC move comes
weeks before a planned
mid-May summit between
US. President Donald
Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xifinping in Beijing.

China roots
Manus could become a
cautionary tale for Chinese
Al entrepreneurs whose
ambitions chafed against
the Communist Party’s red
lines, and whose business
ultimately could not sur-
vive the shifting faultlines
of U.S.-China tech competi-
tion. Although Manus did
not develop its own artifi-
cial intelligence models,
Beijing views Al as a sensi-
tive sector critical to na-
tional security and has
made efforts to control out-
bound flows of technology,
IP and talent.

“This is perhaps a warn-

ing shot that having a Sin-
gapore set-up is not entire-
ly a silver bullet. If the
business still has deep Chi-
na roots, Beijing may treat
it as effectively domestic
for sensitive transactions,”
said Lam Zhen Guang, a la-
wyer at Clyde & Co.

Investors in a China-
founded business will de-
mand real operational sep-
aration, such as IP assign-
ment, R&D relocation,
governance, and clean ow-
nership disclosures, rather
than a paper relocation,
Lam said.

“For founders and VCs,
the takeaway is deal cer-
tainty risk. Cross-border
exits, especially to US.
buyers, may now carry a
higher China regulatory
discount unless approvals
and China touchpoints are
solved early,” Lam added.

29A. Blocking of Meta’s Al start-up buy ups risk for Chinatech deals
Meta & Al FeTE-31T Ff8IIg0r WX N+ & i1 & & dlel & v nfEs

e China’s blocking of Meta’s acquisition of Al start-up Manus will heighten the risk for global
investors looking to invest in advanced tech arms with ties to the country amid Beijing’s
expansion of jurisdictional reach to safeguard strategic assets.

el GaRT Al ¥2IE-379 Manus & Meta aRT JTAagor &l Ushat & dfRaes A2t & fow shf@s
TG, S 32T A 53 Seecl Ioh shuferdll 3 fAer shdatr =gl €, ardifeh aifoter qorehforen waferat
T o fAIT 370eT TR &1 T faeR HT TET 2

o The National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), in a rare case, ordered on
Monday that the $2-billion-plus acquisition by Meta be unwound under Beijing’s national
security review mechanism of foreign investments that came into effect in 2021.

A frer 3R GUR ITART (NDRC) & Ueh gofst ATl 7 HIHAAR 1 37eer form i3 Meta gamy
2 3RS SToR & 31Teh o TRITTgoT bt ST & TSR &I HHNGT T & gl Wg ohar AT, S
2021 3 A F31T Tl

e The powerful state planner's move to block a China-founded and Singapore-headquartered
company’s takeover will discourage take or asset transfers by homegrown companies to
foreign investors without Beijing’s approval, lawyers and analysts said.

T & ATFAATE ASTATHR GaRT Pef 7 FATAT AR FHIGR FEATerT aTelt hefedy o 31ferargor
I ool W FATAY HUTAAT GaRT Faeel fFaerent s o=t ST v Ay & Hufa gediaor
gollcaTTod g1am, WaT ahiel 31 feeryent =

o “Beijing effectively drew a bright red line that Chinese Al talent and technology are not for
sale to American companies, full stop,” said Han Shen Lin, Shanghai-based China country
director at U.S. consultancy firm The Asia Group.

ST ¥ THTE FT § Teh Tqse WA i &) § o6 el Al gfavsm 3k g 3RS Fufaat &
T fyshr & fow 18T &, rams f&Ud The Asia Group & e A2 g1 A faeT & FgTl

e It was not immediately clear how Meta would unwind the completed acquisition of Manus, but
the Wall Street Journal said on Tuesday, citing people familiar with the matter that the
California-based tech giant was preparing to do so.

g Tl TS g1 AT o Meta 58 o7 TEIIEUT bl Hdl aTIH o3, olfeha dlel FEIE Sfeiel o
FHITTAR T I Toh hiorpiforar FEud e Husit sadhr Ik ax Wl gl
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Meta and the NDRC did not immediately respond to a Reuters request for comment.
Meta 31X NDRC a 3¢ & feoqoll 31R1er s e Sfare =gt fe|

On the NDRC decision, China’s state-backed Global Times said on Tuesday the issue was
not the location of Manus’ incorporation or management team but rather “the extent of its
connections to China in terms of technology, talent, and data”,as well as whether the
transaction could jeopardise China’s industrial security and development interests.

NDRC & ooy ux @i & TRl @#fddT Global Times = %gT foh FeeT Manus & JeiehioT a1
T T TUTH AT AT, STodh “Tehaileh, AT 31X 3eT & Teef & DT & 3 Tayt &1 @ 3k
Ig o o1 Ig Al e o 3iteare gt 3R faehre fRal st germiad o Feharl g

The biggest point of contention was that Manus, an Al company built on the work of Chinese
engineers and the Chinese infrastructure environment, abruptly “cut ties” with China after
receiving U.S. investment, the report added.

R & 378, @ 737 fare 76 a1 fon el SoNforart ik giaancy e ox amenia Al soer
Manus =1 3TARET fAaer fFee & a1¢ 3raras did § “Ta dis o’

Manus, an agent tool built atop Western and local Al models that can autonomously execute
complex tasks, was hailed last year by state media as a paragon of China’s Al innovation
alongside large language model-builder DeepSeek.

Manus, SiT 9T 3R TATHRT Al AlSST TR TR Ueh Tole g & 3R Sifeer sl o1 Ta: ¢
ThdT g, T TS aY I HfSTT 5 DeepSeek & AT AleT & Al AATAR ST 3GTEIUT FATIT AT|

A year after Manus’ launch, its co-founders, CEO Xiao Hong and chief scientist Ji Yichao,
have been barred from leaving China after being summoned to Beijing for talks with
regulators in March, sources have said.

Manus & = & Teh a¥ dl¢, S8 Hg-HEUTTeh, CEO Xiao Hong 3R F&T &=1fwieh Ji Yichao
Y AT TAITHADT o6 AL ST o [T ST AT ST & o7e; el Sis= § Ueh fem arar g |

The NDRC move comes weeks before a planned mid-May summit between U.S. President
Donald Trump and Chinese President XiJinping in Beijing.

NDRC &T Ig HheH FS o FET H AR Isgafad Donald Trump 3R =it Isgafar Xi Jinping &
ST e R Feaelel & $S TElg 6ol TR |

China roots

o1 & 31T

Manus could become a cautionary tale for Chinese Al entrepreneurs whose ambitions chafe
against the Communist Party’s red lines, and whose business ultimately could not survive the
shifting faultlines of the U.S.-China tech competition.

Manus el Al 3EITHIT & AT Tk AATTAT TeT bl &, ToTeTehl AgcaTHIETT chd-i:l_,m{-c qréf fr
AT F cord § 3R foraeT aaar 3ARE-A e gfaeay’ 7 fee F8r arm|

Although Manus did not develop its own artificial intelligence models, Beijing views Al as a
sensitive sector critical to national security and has made efforts to control outbound flows of
technology, IP and talent.

gIelifeh Manus o 379e) Al Atser A faa J8T fFu, QifeheT TS Al T TG FRaT o ferw
HageTeleT 817 AT & 3R deheiieh, slgfae Fuar 3R ufcder & e Sfie &t fad g et &1

T FAT R |

“This is perhaps a warning shot that having a Singapore set-up is not entirely a silver bullet. If
the business still has deep China roots, Beijing may treat it as effectively domestic for
sensitive transactions,” said Lam Zhen Guang, a lawyer at Clyde & Co.

“Tg Ueh AcTTa=AT & o TG & V37T gleAT qOT FATHIT w781 ¢ | Afe; cFad o el A ITeY Ty
&, o AifSier 53 TageTeher Aet-&eT 7 e AT THATR,” Clyde & Co & I A ST AT
el
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e Investors in a Chinafounded business will demand real operational separation, such as IP
assignment, R&D relocation, governance, and clean ownership disclosures, rather than a
paper relocation, Lam said.

o o gl o AT & TR cgaary 7 AU aEdias TaTee e9Td Sl J9T HidT, S 1P
EEITAROT, R&D TATATAROT, AT 31K Tose FaTifca 3aTuT, 7 o shdol TS Sead|

o “For founders and VCs, the takeaway is deal certainty risk. Cross-border exits, especially to
U.S. buyers, may now carry a higher China regulatory discount unless approvals and China
touchpoints are solved early,” Lam added.

“FEATIeRT 3R dTX hied & oT Ay I8 & & gl fr Aiaaar & Sif@d §1 @ ar
e, @rgea 3ARET @Rt & fav, 39 31f0s A Sf@a & arer 37 6d §, 59 as
o #HSlr 3R o7 & S8 e Tgel gl o &1, ofF o T

GS Paper 111: Economy 29 April 2026
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CITU knocks on ILO’s door over
‘suppression’ of workers’ rights

Trade union asks UN agency to recommend that the Union and Uttar Pradesh govts. release detained workers, withdraw

criminal proceedings, guarantee non-repetition of such violations, and independent judicial inquiry into police excesses

<V, ees!
NEW DELHI

he Delhi State Com-
mittee of the Centre
of Indian Trade Un-
ions (CITU) has com-
plained against the Union
and Uttar Pradesh govern-
ments to the International
Labour Organization (ILO)
on the violations of work-
ers’ fundamental rights
and assault on trade union
rights in the industrial re-
gions of Noida and Greater
Noida. The CPI(M)-affiliat-
ed trade union, in its com-
plaint to the ILO’s Commit-
tee on Freedom of
Association (CFA) on Mon-
day, has raised concerns of
“grave, widespread, and
systematic violations” of
freedom of association,
right to organise, right to
collective bargaining and
right to peaceful assembly.
It urged the ILO to admit its
complaint under the “Free-
dom of Association” proce-
dure and hold that the Go-
vernment of India and the
Uttar Pradesh government
are in violation of funda-
mental ILO principles.
Workers in the indus-
trial area staged a series of
protests earlier this month

over issues such as wage
hike, working hours and
better overtime pay, with
violence reported during
one such stir on April 13.

The complaint, seen by
The Hindu, says the viola-
tions arise from coercive
state action, including
mass arrests, use of force,
and criminalisation of la-
bour protest, during the
workers’ mobilisations. CI-
TU leader Aniyan PV. said
in the complaint that stag-
nant real wages, increasing
costs of living amid the LPG
crisis, and large-scale false
propaganda by the govern-
ment on Labour Codes
created conditions in
which the workers” anger
exploded in mass
demonstrations.

The trade union leaders
said the minimum wages at
the dawn of the strike for
unskilled workers in Uttar
Pradesh was %11,314. “The
workers were expected to
live below-par subsistence
wages across Delhi-NCR
where the cost of living has
increased manifold in the
last decade,” the complaint
read. It added that around
350 juveniles and 800
adults have been detained
at Kasna, Ghaziabad. “Ma-

Ralsmg pitch: Secunty personnel standmg guard as factory
workers stage a protest in Noida. FILE PHOTO

ny people were also arrest-
ed at their workplaces bet-
ween 15-17th April, while
workers were entering or
punching in at their work-
place, at the behest of the
HR officials of the compa-
nies. Police have sealed the
CITU offices in Sector 8
Noida as well as Bhangel,”
the complaint added.

The CITU has urged the
ILO to recommend that
both the Union and State
governments must imme-
diately release detained
workers and union leaders,
withdraw criminal pro-
ceedings arising from
peaceful protests and gua-
rantee non-repetition of
such violations. Mr. Aniyan

said in the complaint that
the ILO must direct the go-
vernments to institute an
independent judicial inqui-
ry into police excesses, res-
tore collective bargaining
mechanisms and strictly
adhere to the existing la-
bour laws.

‘Textbook coercion case’
“The events in Noida repre-
sent a textbook case of sup-
pression of labour rights
through state coercion,
where workers asserting
minimum economic de-
mands have been met with
criminalisation, violence,
and institutional hostility,”
Mr. Aniyan said in the com-
plaint.

Noida not a
law and order
issue: activists

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a statement, about 500
cultural activists, academ-
ics and artists, including ac-
tor Naseeruddin Shah,
musician T.M. Krishna and
poet K. Satchidanandan,
have demanded that the go-
vernment engage with prot-
esting workers in the Delhi-
NCR region sympathetical-
ly and not treat the protests
as a ‘law and order’ issue.
“Immediately release all
workers and their leaders,”
a release issued by them
stated.

Separately, the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha and a plat-
form of 10 central trade un-
ions rejected the narrative
about the involvement of
“anti-national forces and
Pakistan” in the workers’
uprising and demanded
that the governments own
up to their “criminal ne-
glect” of the workers’ ge-
nuine demands and fulfil
them immediately.

29A. CITU knocks on ILO’s door over ‘suppression’ of workers’ rights

CITU & ‘HifA® ARFRY &F AT F AT ILO T SIGTST GSEERT

e Trade union asks UN agency to recommend that the Union and Uttar Pradesh govts. release
detained workers, withdraw criminal proceedings, guarantee non-repetition of such violations,
and independent judicial inquiry into police excesses.

% Fferde o FYF WS TSI (UN agency) I RABIRET #3at T oheT ¢ Toh sheg 3R 3o Ferer
TR TR # forw arw At St Rgr Y, 3Tifties SRiarer arad o, W Seelesdt Hhl feRighd
o el T AREN & 3R YTrd ITcATaRT & T =A1ideh S e |

e The Delhi State Committee of the Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) has complained
against the Union and Uttar Pradesh governments to the International Labour

Organization (ILO) on the violations of workers’ fundamental rights and assault on
trade union rights in the industrial regions of Noida and Greater Noida.

W 3T 3BIT &3 Ffaraw (CITU) T ool Tog FATA o ey 3R 371 0eer SR o e
HARTSET #H TS (ILO) H fRAehrae gor Y §, TorweT aArwer 3R Jex Arver & 3iezifrs =i F
ARt & Ao TUFRT & Soereet 3R T3 IATT JTUFRT R g T IR oeTAT AT B |
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The CPI(M)-all liated trade union, in its complaint to the ILO’s Committee on Freedom of
Association (CFA) on Monday, has raised concerns of “grave, widespread, and systematic
violations” of freedom of association, right to organise, right to collective bargaining and right
to peaceful assembly.

CPI(M)-HagH &3 It of HHAAR & ILO HT FHLY 3ifeT IS 3T THIFATT (CFA) FT & 715
RIFrRIT F “7HR, A9 3R ORI Seatsl” I Riar s &, THas GIre selle &7 38R,
Aefeeh FieaTsh 1 3R 3R AT T 1 TR A &

It urged the ILO to admit its complaint under the “Freedom of Association” procedure and hold
that the Government of India and the Uttar Pradesh government are in violation of
fundamental ILO principles.

S8 ILO & 37eqXrer fonam o g RISt s “ShISH 3T TafAwereT” Tishar & dgd TR Y AR
T BT X R TR TR 31K 301 Jeer SR ILO & 71t gl &7 Seoiee ax @ o

Workers in the industrial area staged a series of protests earlier this month over issues such
as wage hike, working hours and better overtime pay, with violence reported during one such
stir on April 13.

3MNeANTTeh &1 & ATAHT o 37 HEA T YT H ATl g 8, Y THY IR INACISH Tl
S Heel W &S Taie Jedle e, TS 13 e 1 Ueh Jerdlel & el fgam & Rate off 3mg|

The complaint, seen by The Hindu, says the violations arise from coercive state action,
including mass arrests, use of force, and criminalisation of labour protest, during the workers’
mobilisations.

The Hindu aRT T 1S RIS 3 FgT AT § 6 I Sooiud AT T HARRT HRATS J Scdeal
g0 ¢, oot amfereh TR, sref et AR sifAes farest ohr srarefienor anfave ¢

CITU leader Aniyan P.V. said in the complaint that stagnant real wages, increasing costs of
living amid the LPG crisis, and large-scale false propaganda by the government on Labour
Codes created conditions in which the workers’ anger exploded in mass demonstrations.

CITU & srferger dr.dft. 3 Rievrge & et foh AR aredfas #Asigll, LPG ¥He & e dga
SaeT-ATIeT ST 3T 41 TRt W TR & 3 Y7 9T ITed TR o 0 Rl sars fSas
HTAPT T 3R 92 YT H Feof AT

The trade union leaders said the minimum wages at the dawn of the strike for unskilled
workers in Uttar Pradesh was ¥11,314.

&8 e A3 A gl foh 3R Fer A gSclrel T YV & THI IrH{SH SR & forw
eI A Halgdl 11,314 41|

“The workers were expected to live below-par subsistence wages across Delhi-NCR where
the cost of living has increased manifold in the last decade,” the complaint read.

TR A gl AT &, “Teeel-Tadi3mR 7 ATA! & 31961 T 51T 38T At [ 9 98¢ a Siael-ardet
T HIY TR SEAAIA Y, ST61 [T Sel G2eh F SHdeA-T19e ATl g I[AT 96 918 517
It added that around 350 juveniles and 800 adults have been detained at Kasna, Ghaziabad.

SHA I & gl a7 o S1eTe1eT 350 FoReiX 31X 800 FaEah! &A1 &hra=AT 31X anfaramaTe & fgorad &
fomr = gl

“Many people were also arrested at their workplaces between 15-17th April, while workers
were entering or punching in at their workplace, at the behest of the HR officials of the
companies.

“15-17 378l o oI g AT Sl 3oToh ATl 9T HT FTREAR foRaT 31T, 519 9 13 W g a1
¢ 7 3UTRAT gof A I, Tl & HR AT & e i

Police have sealed the CITU offices in Sector 8 Noida as well as Bhangel,” the complaint
added.

e o ATST & AeFeX 8 AR $79Tel A CITU rTerdl 1 el T AT, fRishreret #F Sirgr arn|
The CITU has urged the ILO to recommend that both the Union and State governments must

immediately release detained workers and union leaders, withdraw criminal proceedings
arising from peaceful protests and guarantee non-repetition of such violations.
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CITU & ILO & 3118 foha & oh shg 3R e SRR T ferard # fore are siffent 3R gferaer

a3t 9 T A, erfergot e & o7 ST Heet Y AT o 3R ¥ SeHat # gerRmghy

gl FrARE |
e Mr. Aniyan said in the complaint that the ILO must direct the governments to institute an

independent judicial inquiry into police excesses, restore collective bargaining mechanisms
and strictly adhere to the existing labour laws.

i grforger =1 RIId & g o ILO &1 SIHRT Y o 3edTaRT hT T a1deh Sier o,
TR HiCTSl o 8Tl el IR ANSLET e FHlefell T TE  Teled FiaA T et o fader

CoUSIY

‘Textbook coercion case’
“TEAH ST GHA HT AT

e “The events in Noida represent a textbook case of suppression of labour rights through state
coercion, where workers asserting minimum economic demands have been met with
criminalisation, violence, and institutional hostility,” Mr. Aniyan said in the complaint.

“FHAITST T TEAT T GHeA oh HAIEAH § HTdHeh HTARRI o GHT T Ueh JEAh AW ATHT &, ST61
AT 3R AT TG dTel HTHehT T HORTENARIOT, TEAT IR AEATIT QAT hT HIHAT ell TST
g, o 31faaeT & Risraa 7 warl

Webinar to discuss role
of managers in Al era
as uncertainties mount

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A webinar on “The New-
Age Manager: Leading in
an Al-Driven, Uncertain
World” will be held at 11.30
a.m. on May 2 as a part of
the “Future Career Conver-
sations” series, jointly or-
ganised by SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
and The Hindu.

This series is tailored for
undergraduate aspirants,
postgraduate  students,
and professionals looking
to deepen their expertise
and advance their careers.

The panel features A. Vi-
nay Kumar, Pro Vice-Chan-
cellor, the Faculty of
Science and Humanities
and the Faculty of Manage-
ment, SRMIST; Geetha Ra-

QSRM

FUTURE CAREER )
CONVERSATIONS
e THE M HINDI

mamurthi, global GCC
leader and former Manag-
ing Director, KBR Inc.; and
Roch Ferreira, Global Vice-
President and Head of Cor-
porate Marketing, Virtusa
Corporation.

M. Soundariya Preetha,
Deputy Chief of Bureau,
Coimbatore, The Hindu,
will moderate the session.
To register, vi-
sit https://
newsth.live/
THSRMAE or
scan the QR
code.

29A. Webinar to discuss role of managers
in Al era as uncertainties mount

FfafRaadrat & st & & Al o1 & gl
1 AT W AfAER ImAfa R Seam

e A webinar on “The NewAge Manager:
Leading in an Al-Driven, Uncertain World” will be
held at 11.30 a.m. on May 2 as a part of the “Future
Career Conversations” series, jointly organised by
SRM Institute of Science and Technology and The
Hindu.

“The NewAge Manager: Leading in an Al-Driven,

Uncertain World” fasa oY Ueh afdeIR 2 #S &1 g
11.30 &t “Future Career Conversations” $[@ell &
e IS feRam SITwea, fSieehT FFd 3Tl SRM
Institute of Science and Technology 3iR The

Hindu garT foaT 1T &1 &

e This series is tailored for undergraduate
aspirants, postgraduate students, and
professionals looking to deepen their expertise and
advance their careers.

g AT Tt AT, T ot 3 ety
¥ AT SR S, I 319 RFQrrsiar e 3R

I HIRIX I 3T o ST T8 o

e The panel features A. Vinay Kumar, Pro
Vice-Chancellor, the Faculty of Science and
Humanities and the Faculty of Management,
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SRMIST; Geetha Ramamurthi, global GCC leader and former Managing Director, KBR Inc.;
and Roch Ferreira, Global Vice-President and Head of Corporate Marketing, Virtusa
Corporation.

38 YTl H U. e FAR, O ar5E-AHoR, Hhehod! 3T WISH US egATAEIST 3R Hhehodl 30Tt
Hetstdie, SRMIST,; aftar eefet, 7olisel GCC #ist 3R 9 #AATSier serey, KBR Inc.; daT I
W, Tl arsg-AfAse 3R 835 36 SralRe ArhfeaT, Virtusa Corporation A &1

e M. Soundariya Preetha, Deputy Chief of Bureau, Coimbatore, The Hindu, will moderate the

session.

ua. Higat e, Beet i 31 =1, PR, & g, 50 T F7 GaresT HeEn|
e To register, visit https://newsth.live/ THSRMAE or scan the QR code.
YoflertoT & T https:/newsth.live/ THSRMAE TR ST IT QR 18 Tohel HY|

‘PLI plan warps 2W market,
junks innovation-led firms’

NEW DELHI

A new report says the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme for two-
wheelers has distorted the
auto market by driving
growth while sidelining in-
novation-led manufactur-
ers, even as the Centre ar-
gues that many such
startups lack the capital
and market access to scale.

Non-PLI entities’ sales
growth rate slid from 407%
in FY22 to -33% in FY24
and -11% in FY25. This shift
coincided with a reorder-
ing of market leadership, at
the expense of the indus-
try’s innovation engine,
says the Centre for Digital
Economy Policy Research
in its report titled “Impact
assessment of auto PLI on
two-wheeler EV industry”.

Outside PLI framework

On innovation, the report
highlights much of the pa-
tent activity and new pro-
duct development has
come from firms outside
the PLI framework. Many
PLI beneficiaries avoided
hard-to electrify segments
like electric motorcycles.
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The PLI scheme aimed to boost
local manufacturing.

In contrast, non-PLI
firms are leading develop-
ment in high-performance
and electric motorcycle
platforms, but face funding
constraints and lack of pro-
duction-linked support,
limiting their ability to
scale, states the report.

However, a senior go-
vernment official said
there was no proposal to
unveil a separate PLI
scheme for startups in the
automotive sector.

“Ministry of MSMEs has
many policies [for such
startups]. But they lack
capital, market access and
R&D,” the official stated

The report comes amid
demands from players like
Ather Energy which said

the PLI scheme must in-
clude specialised EV ma-
nufacturers, arguing the
current high revenue
thresholds and rigid crite-
ria favour legacy automak-
ers and exclude pure-EV
startups.

Launched in 2021, the
auto PLI scheme aims to
boost local manufacturing,
cut imports, and position
India as a global hub for fu-
ture mobility. It focuses on
Advanced Automotive
Technology products such
as electric vehicles, hydro-
gen fuel cell vehicles, and
key components like ad-
vanced batteries and pow-
er electronics.

The government has set
an overall investment tar-
get of about ¥42,500 crore
for the auto sector under
the PLI scheme.

Eligibility criteria for
vehicle makers require a
minimum global revenue
of ¥0,000 crore and a
commitment to invest at
least ¥3,000 crore in India.

Sops under the scheme
are linked to incremental
sales over a defined base
year. Firms must also reach
at least 50% domestic va-
lue addition to qualify.
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29A. ‘PLI plan warps 2W market, junks innovation-led firms’

‘PLI TSI SR ISR I AFd FICAl §, AAraR-ITUTRAT FUfAat i JHar qgard

%s

A new report says the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for two-wheelers has
distorted the auto market by driving growth while sidelining innovation-led manufacturers,
even as the Centre argues that many such startups lack the capital and market access to
scale.

Teh ofg RUIE & 3TAR WsFer fows §8fea (PLI) disrar o qrafear atger SToiR &1 fashe &Y
T g, STeT faea aY JeT § JifeheT AaraR-3menia ATt 1 N #x fear = &, safe Fg o
el & o O TeTEI & I AT & forw Loft 3R seik agar & o 1

Non-PLlI entities’ sales growth rate slid from 407% in FY22 t0 -33% in FY24 and -11% in
FY25.

AR-PLI st T farshr gefer aX FY22 7 407% & Ty FY24 7 -33% AR FY25 7 -11% &
gE)

This shift coincided with a reordering of market leadership, at the expense of the industry’s
innovation engine, says the Centre for Digital Economy Policy Research in its report
titled “Impact assessment of auto PLI on two-wheeler EV industry”.

I SGeTd TSR #c[cd & YoTIToeT o A g3, THTEH e  FAGER Foiel Y bl Tga, T
HeX B FBforeer sHiaret giferdt REsr & 379 RAIE “Impact assessment of auto PLI on two-
wheeler EV industry”  &gT|

QOutside PLI framework
PLI 3/ & 918X

On innovation, the report highlights much of the patent activity and new product
development has come from firms outside the PLI framework.

FaIR & TS F, NOE Fard & o 31feprer wde afafafr 31tk av 3cure 3oy PLI @/ ™ & 9
&I Fuferal ¥ 3ma gl

Many PLI beneficiaries avoided hard-to electrify segments like electric motorcycles.

&g PLI oI o golfdes Aretamsine o1 ide faegcdienor arel & & ugst o

In contrast, non-PLI firms are leading development in high-performance and electric
motorcycle platforms, but face funding constraints and lack of production-linked support,
limiting their ability to scale, states the report.

sg% faudld, IR-PLI Hufay gg-awwaw 31k safFes Aeczasird caewisd & faer & 3rEmh
&, AfheT 3¢ BT Y Fat 3R ScUTeA-3MeTRT THYT & 373719 T ATHAT =T U3 T &, Torasy
AT fTAEdR BfAT &Y W &

However, a senior government official said there was no proposal to unveil a separate PLI
scheme for startups in the automotive sector.

gTeTifeh, Teh aiies TXHRT TSR o Fgl T JiSIAIETS 817 H TIe3red & ol 3eer PLI
TISTAT STel T IS TG 76 ¢

“Ministry of MSMEs has many policies [for such startups].

“MSME AT & 9T U TSI & forw &5 Aifaan g1

But they lack capital, market access and R&D,” the official stated.

oifehet 37727 G, 1o 9§ 3R aregeene va R (R&.D) 1 3l @, 31fR o el

The report comes amid demands from players like Ather Energy which said the PLI scheme

must include specialised EV manufacturers, arguing the current high revenue thresholds and
rigid criteria favour legacy automakers and exclude pure-EV startups.
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g RYIC Ather Energy S8 Taenfsai 1 AT & o 3178 &, Siegiet shar foh PLI A1etel & faoy
EV fAATan3il s enfder fonar S anfee, srifer addATeT 3w Tored WAT 3R 3R Alics
ARARE dTgeT AT T o187 & § 3T Qe EV TIEITH T a6 L &l B

Launched in 2021, the auto PLI scheme aims to boost local manufacturing, cut imports, and
position India as a global hub for future mobility.

2021 # & T I HTeT PLI ATSTAT T 3ecT TATAY TATAATOT &l ST ST, AT Ha Hhlall
3R AR 1 arfasr hr arferefierar 1 ARae g T B

It focuses on Advanced Automotive Technology products such as electric vehicles,
hydrogen fuel cell vehicles, and key components like advanced batteries and power
electronics.

S T TR gy S YHE TTahl W Higd 8
The government has set an overall investment target of about ¥42,500 crore for the auto
sector under the PLI scheme.

TR ¥ PLI ST & 6l el HeFed o foIT STerT 42,500 FN3 T el faer e et
Fargl

Eligibility criteria for vehicle makers require a minimum global revenue of ¥10,000 crore and a
commitment to invest at least ¥3,000 crore in India.

aTget T3 & foT urer AEs H wgicdH ARae Torea 10,000 F3 3N HRT A HA &
A 3,000 F03 fAder $Hr gfasgerar anfae g

Sops under the scheme are linked to incremental sales over a defined base year.

58 ANoTalT & g Hedrge fuRa 3R a¥ & Sox 1 918 arfafea fashr & 573 gid &

Firms must also reach at least 50% domestic value addition to qualify.

FHaferdt s qrdT & foIT o & i 50% Tl Ao Hatie gIiieT HLeT g1
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SEBI evaluating proposal for uniform
regime for options strike prices

Akshata Gorde

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI) is evaluating a proposal
to introduce a uniform fra-
mework for managing op-
tions strike prices, includ-
ing the possibility of
allowing exchanges to add
new strikes during market
hours, according to people
aware of the discussions.

The move follows con-
cerns around the way
strike prices are currently
introduced and managed,
particularly during periods
of sharp intraday price
movement. The system is
not always equipped to
handle sudden price
swings and the gap bet-
ween available pre-defined
strike prices and prevailing
market prices may be too
wide to allow efficient
hedging. New strikes that
are added are usually im-
plemented with a lag.

A strike price is the fixed
level at which an options
contract can be exercised.
The availability of a range
of strikes and liquidity al-
lows traders to take posi-
tions based on their mar-

At present, SEBI's regulatory
framework primarily covers
long-dated index options.

ket view or hedge existing
exposures.

Uniform framework
The uniform framework
may allow exchanges to in-
troduce new strike prices
during market hours, espe-
cially in the direction of
sharp movements in the
underlying asset. The idea
is to not require any sys-
tem modifications by brok-
ers or market participants
during live trading to avoid
operational disruptions.
“Most of the time, espe-
cially around at-the-money
(ATM) strikes, the market is
fairly liquid and trades
smoothly. But when the

move is very sharp and
sudden, prices can some-
times jump rather than
move tick by tick,” said Fe-
roze Azeez, Joint CEO at
Anand Rathi Wealth.

“In those moments, you
might see what traders ca-
sually call “phantom pric-
es”, where the last traded
price is visible, but execu-
tion at that exact level is
not always possible,” he
said.

During sharp intraday
movements, trading inter-
est typically shifts towards
strike prices closer to the
prevailing level of the un-
derlying. However, the ad-
dition of such strikes may
take time under existing
mechanisms, even as a
number of far-off strikes
continue to remain listed,
an exchange source said.

Strike prices

Market participants said
that in most conditions,
trading remains concen-
trated around actively used
strike prices. “In such sit-
uations, if an out-of-the-
money strike that fits the
usual trading criterion is
not available, traders typi-

cally shift to at-the-money
or in-the-money options to
ride the move,” said Anand
James, Chief Market Strate-
gist at Geojit Investments.

In fast markets, traders
need to allow for some slip-
page or be ready to man-
age positions more actively
rather than relying entirely
on very tight stop losses.

At present, SEBI's regu-
latory framework primari-
ly covers long-dated index
options, while other seg-
ments, including stock,
currency and commodity
options, follow exchange-
specific practices, leading
to differences in how strike
prices are introduced and
managed. An email sent to
SEBI did not elicit a
response.

While exchanges have
their own rules for adding
strike prices, the proposed
framework will make it un-
iform across exchanges. It
has been discussed with
exchanges and intermedi-
aries and will also be re-
viewed periodically
through market partici-
pants, the source said.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

29A. SEBI evaluating proposal for uniform regime for options strike prices
SEBI faFeq Fe1ss WsH & T FHA qaw T & YFdTa 1 Aedih FI @ §

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is evaluating a proposal to introduce a
uniform framework for managing options strike prices, including the possibility of allowing
exchanges to add new strikes during market hours, according to people aware of the
discussions.

sl gfastfer 3R fafeerar 13 (SEBI) v WA e oY o] &hdal o EiTd T FHodiehel oY T@T
¢ difs ReeT Ferss IBd &I aftrd fhar 37 des, foa# a9k & THT & eI TFadall &l 0
TETSh SIS I AT St hT Forraretr off Qnfdver &, X =rail & Sf3 el o S|

¢ The move follows concerns around the way strike prices are currently introduced and
managed, particularly during periods of sharp intraday price movement.

TG HEH IIHIT H FEIFH UIBH I 92T 3R TId Fiat & dih hl ol [AdT3iT o J1G ST I
¥, @E 519 &t & aRiet redt  JsT Sar-uerd g &

e The system is not always equipped to handle sudden price swings and the gap between
available pre-defined strike prices and prevailing market prices may be too wide to allow
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efficient hedging.

IE YOTTCl GARIT 37eTeTeh Hed TR ol HHoTA H HETH w161 glait 3 Tgel & Ui Fege
TH 3IR FlSfaT ST A 3 I T HAR THTET FFSHT H1 I1e7AT & & v 7 M &
THAT L

New strikes that are added are usually implemented with a lag.

ST T TS SATS AN §, I IMAAN RS T e e 2

A strike price is the fixed level at which an options contract can be exercised.

TLISF WISH dg (ATREe Tt & Fore 0¥ Ueh fashod 31eeity ohY e[ T ST Hehel B

The availability of a range of strikes and liquidity allows traders to take positions based on
their market view or hedge existing exposures.

a3t Tegeh WSH 3R ATEIT hl TTSHIAT ¢S ol 37s] ST GTSCehIUT & TR W GlSiIe
oot AT FSLET SH Y goT et BT 31T ST B

Uniform framework
AT =T

The uniform framework may allow exchanges to introduce new strike prices during market
hours, especially in the direction of sharp movements in the underlying asset.

TE THT FraT TS T ATTR o THI & GRIeT AT ECTSH TISH UL FHTet T ITATT & HehelT 8,
A 519 Het Fufr 7 A agea 8 @I 8l

The idea is to not require any system maodifications by brokers or market participants during
live trading to avoid operational disruptions.

SHPT 36T T & Toh ol1sd STSeT & SN S1ehT AT IR T ol fordl e grirere $r
3TIRIHRAT o &, Tk FaTelel H aTUT & 97 ST dh |

“Most of the time, especially around at-the-money (ATM) strikes, the market is fairly liquid
and trades smoothly.

“TARTRT THYT, W TE-G-HAT (ATM) TS o THUTY, ST T alel gl & 3 ¢fEar
ATE &9 F el g1

But when the move is very sharp and sudden, prices can sometimes jump rather than move
tick by tick,” said Feroze Azeez, Joint CEO at Anand Rathi Wealth.

aﬁmaawagaéaaﬂimm%‘, I P FIT-HT €R-EMR Tgot & T 3T
3G ST 8, 3Tele TS Ao F Slisc WS FBUS s o FaTl

“In those moments, you might see what traders casually call “phantom prices”, where the
last traded price is visible, but execution at that exact level is not always possible,” he said.

TS Sar ¥, Sifehet 38 T IX fAsuTesT g2 HTa el 8T, 3egiet el

During sharp intraday movements, trading interest typically shifts towards strike prices closer
to the prevailing level of the underlying.

AT S2TS HAHT o SR, TS 2 HIAAR T 38 ET5eh YISH T 3R g6l § ST Alolar TR &
FAS gIaT gl

However, the addition of such strikes may take time under existing mechanisms, even as a
number of far-off strikes continue to remain listed, an exchange source said.

gTeliTR, FlSel TaET & Tad W T Sl & THY 91 Tehell §, ST HS & & TCISH Tgal
O Get W §, Teh ToFaeiol G & gl

Strike prices
B yIgH
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o Market participants said that in most conditions, trading remains concentrated around actively
used strike prices.

IoR gfaanfarat & svar fop 3rfeeprer RRufaat 7 S aftha 7 & 39T fohw o= arel Tess
91Sd & AT higd WEal gl

e “In such situations, if an out-of-the-money strike that fits the usual trading criterion is not
available, traders typically shift to at-the-money or in-the-money options to ride the move,”
said Anand James, Chief Market Strategist at Gegjit Investments.

T Tl &, I ArA=g ¢TSa AEEs! & HTeT HTST-3Hh-g-FHell TET5eh ST 61 giell, al
TS AR TR Te-g-AAY AT 34-5-AA faameni 1 3R ke g a1a €, o fod seaeesica &
HET 1SIR WEANTARR Heg HH o el

e In fast markets, traders need to allow for some slippage or be ready to manage positions
more actively rather than relying entirely on very tight stop losses.

T TSR #, ¢S T 5 [erdet Y Ao = e a7 95t 3 T o I 3R ol &
T GISirRIe I 38 TfehT T T JaId Il o folT IR @A A1fev|

e At present, SEBI’s regulatory framework primarily covers long-dated index options, while
other segments, including stock, currency and commodity options, follow exchange-specific
practices, leading to differences in how strike prices are introduced and managed.

FIHT A, SEBI T a1 STaT AT &9 & it afer % g3 fashedl @l dax 3l 8, Siafen
3T W3 S Teleh, HLY 3R FAEE [qshoT varaiar-fafrse g2am3it s aree i &, foad
TS UISH & Jaere & aT glar gl

e An email sent to SEBI did not elicit a response.
SEBI & &S 3T SHT T IS 30 oTel 17T

¢ While exchanges have their own rules for adding strike prices, the proposed framework will
make it uniform across exchanges.

gTelifh TFgIall & UTH TCI5h TS Silse o 379l fae g, 9ed1iad erar 3§ @8l vaadair J
HATT ST

o It has been discussed with exchanges and intermediaries and will also be reviewed
periodically through market participants, the source said.

39 W TFETSl 3R ACTEAT & T TAT H1 315 § 3R 3/ IR gfaenfaat & Aregw ¥ gHT-
A I FAET Y Y ST, T A STl
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The Sombrero galaxy is a popular target for amateur observing and research, It ded halo and dust-filled disk are captured in this image from
the Dark Energy Camera mounted on the Victor M. Blanco Telescope in Chile. CTIO/NOIRLAB/DOE/NSFAURA.

The Sombrero galaxy is a popular target
for amateur observing and astronomical
research. Its recognisable extended
halo and dust-filled disk are captured in
this image from the Dark Energy
Camera mounted on the Victor M.
Blanco Telescope in Chile.
CTIO/NOIRLAB/DOE/NSF/AURA
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Why science and scientists must
learn to celebrate failures

Narratives that present scientific experiments as a smooth story of success are counter-effective; to ensure science remains dynamic, innovative, and honest,

Biju Dharmapalan

ailure is part and parcel of
research but many scientists
consider discussing it in a

scientific forum to be taboo.

Laboratories are littered with
unfinished experiments and inconclusive
facts and theories that failed to stand the
test of study. However, when science is
being communicated — whether to
funding bodies, professional journals, or
audiences — it comes across as a smooth
story of success. Just narratives are
counter-effective.

To ensure science is dynamic,
innovative, and honest, we have to foster
a culture of appreciating and learning
from failure rather than hiding it.

In its essence, science progresses by
trial and error. A scientist postulates
hypotheses while anticipating that many
of them will be discarded. Every
unsuccessful experiment sharpens the
edges of knowledge and guides further
investigation.

However, systems of science such as
funding, publication, and career
progression are skewed towards successes
alone. Grants are generally awarded on
the basis of promising results and a large
volume of papers, and in favour of those
with positive results. Unsuccessful or
negative outcomes are often overlooked,
leading to a biased ecosystem in which
only success is allowed to be seen.

Not to be stigmatised

In the early 1980s, Australian scientists
Barry Marshall and Robin Warren claimed
that a bacterium called Helicobacter pylori
caused peptic ulcers. Papers on the idea
were however rejected by journals and
dismissed by the gastroenterological
establishment; the latter had long held
that the stomach was too acidic for
microbes. (Of course, there was also
reasoned scepticism in pockets of the
research community, which did not think
that the duo had provided sufficient
evidence for their hypothesis.)

They were unable to get their findings
published and were also not taken
seriously, but they had reasons to believe
they were right. Then, in 1984, Mr.
Marshall famously drank a broth
containing H. pylori bacteria, expecting
he would develop ulcers in around a year
and thus prove to the research
community that their idea had merit.
Rather than a year, he developed
symptoms of gastritis within a few days.

The duo won a Nobel Prize in 2005 for
their work on identifying H. pylori as a
cause of gastritis and peptic ulcers. It was
a testament to how publication bias
allowed a treatable condition to go
untreated for years because the system
had no process or culture to deal with
what it perceived to be a failure.

To really embrace failure, science may
need to draw inspiration from domains

it is necessary to foster a culture of appreciating and learning from failure rather than hiding it

beyond academia. The technology sector,
particularly in entrepreneurial
ecosystems, has long embraced a “fail
fast, fail often” philosophy. Here, failure is
not to be stigmatised but treated as a
stepping stone, an essential part of
iterative learning.

Psychological aspect

‘While academic science cannot replicate
this model entirely, given its different
stakes and responsibilities, it can certainly
adopt its underlying mindset: that failure
is informative rather than shameful.
Another valuable analogy is in sports.
Athletes incorporate replays and coaching
sessions to analyse their failures and
convert them into learning opportunities.
However, failures in science do not tend
to include well-orchestrated reflection.

et
Knowledge gambit: Science progresses by trial and error and every

There is always the possibility
that experiments do not pay
off without a clear explanation,
and researchers internalise
failure as personal rather

than as a natural occurrence

aspect is especially important to novice
researchers.

In a highly competitive environment
where not everyone feels safe at work, the
fear of failure may lower the incentive to
take risks. This makes researchers more
inclined towards safer, i

guides further i

LASH

research questions, research methods,
and the lessons learnt. Grant proposals
and academic CVs can include sections
that document and articulate failures as
part of the research experience.
Establishing platforms to share negative
findings and failed experiments could also
contribute to a richer scientific ledger.
Through open science projects and online
archives, novel possibilities are available
to share such knowledge, minimise
repetition, and foster collaboration.
Notably, the public communication of

science needs to cha.nge as well. ’l‘he

of science as a
of discoveries creates unrealistic

and diminishes confidence

projects rather than risky, innovative
ideas. Such a fear of risk can eventually
impede the pace of scientific

Some changes are ¢ New
publication formats like ‘registered
reports’ — where scientists commit to
publishing the results of an experiment
even before they begin it, whether they
are positive or negative — are shifting the
focus from results to research design and
thus to methodological rigour.
Nonetheless, these efforts are still
spreading their wings. The major
transformation the enterprise as a whole
requires in mainstream practice is
pending.

There is always the possibility that
experiments do not pay off without a
clear explanation, and researchers
internalise failure as personal rather than
as a natural occurrence in the process of
intricate enquiry. This psychological

Communicating science

A culture change is thus much needed.
Younger scientists would like to see their
senior counterparts and principal
investigators set good examples by talking
openly about their failures and
uncertainties. Mentorship should also not
be limited to success: it should also
openly deal with setbacks. People can
become more resilient and honest in their
intellectual practices by acknowledging
that doubt and failure are parts of
science.

Funding bodies and institutions can
also play a role. The criteria of evaluation
need to shift from the success of specific
research outcomes to the quality of the

in the face of fal.lure. Scientists can raise a
more informed and appreciative
population by showing that science is a
messy, iterative, and sometimes uncertain
process. This is necessary, especially in
the case of developing drugs or going to
space, where errors are bound to happen,
and it could be the most important lesson
to go through.

Science in practice is a long journey
characterised by perseverance, failure,
and slow success. Science should not
conceal these features but accept them.
That is when every failure can serve as a
stepping-stone to significant and
hopefully sustainable breakthroughs.

(Biju Dharmapalan is Dean (Academic
Affairs), Garden City University and an
adjunct faculty member at the National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru.
bijudharmapalan@gmail.com)

THE GIST

Science in practice is a long
journey characterised by
perseverance, failure, and
slow success

v

In a highly competitive
environment where not
everyone feels safe at work, the
fear of failure may lower the
incentive to take risks which
can eventually impede the
pace of scientific development

v

Aculture change is thus much
needed where mentorship is
not limited to success with
criteria of evaluation focused
on quality of the research

29A. Why science and scientists must learn to celebrate failures

Aame 3t dsfat &)Y Readnsit &1 3caa A« Fa7 daear aike

o Narratives that present scientific experiments as a smooth story of success are counter-
effective; to ensure science remains dynamic, innovative, and honest, it is necessary to
foster a culture of appreciating and learning from failure rather than hiding it

q YUV S ST TN I THTdT hT Teh Hgol Tl oh & H GEIl el 8, Flerder Tomelt
gl €; I8 GATRad el & fore o fa=irer arforefer, sraeadl, 3ik §AmeeR o1 38, 3maeash & fo
Rarerar ol f&ure & o 388 e 3R IHRT TRGAT i Sl HEhict [deh & T ST

Failure in Science (=T & faweran)

e Failure is part and parcel of research but many scientists consider discussing it in a
scientific forum to be taboo.
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facerar sregaene & 3ifeea 3T g, ﬁ@rmaﬁmsﬁﬁmﬁawaﬁﬁﬁvaﬁa
AT &1

Laboratories are littered with unfinished experiments and inconclusive facts and theories
that failed to stand the test of study.

TETRITATY 3790t SrAYert 2T 3y et 3 Rgerial & 1y g § St 3reaarey 1 hatdl )W ey
el 3T G |

However, when science is being communicated — whether to funding bodies, professional
journals, or audiences — it comes across as a smooth story of success.

Ty STar TartTet s EUWOT foham STTeTT & — =T fareraeror eemait, Staw afamai ar gefet ar —
S g AT T Teh TG ol Hhelell o & 3 e BT &

Just narratives are counter-effective.

U TehielT HUTT wfAer TeITar STelelt 8 |

To ensure science is dynamic, innovative, and honest, we have to foster a culture of
appreciating and learning from failure rather than hiding it.

e & Aifaele, A=A 3 $AER sTU 3@ & fov g3 fawerdT &t Bu= & soir 399
el 3 3 TR e T FEpial fanfad Het gran|

In its essence, science progresses by trial and error.

39e 7ot A, faraamet v 3R qfe & Aeww & e sears|

A scientist postulates hypotheses while anticipating that many of them will be discarded.
Teh JATfoteh TREFETATE TEJT T &, agamﬁgaﬁsmﬁ@a»‘éaﬁwﬁaﬁvﬁl
Every unsuccessful experiment sharpens the edges of knowledge and guides further
investigation.

cdeh THE TANT AT T TSP AT & X 3T & HTHETT T AFTELN AT B |

However, systems of science such as funding, publication, and career progression are
skewed towards successes alone.

Tehec] TaraiTet ht egaeuTd S farerayor, gemere 3R FRAT 3eafa sharel awaransit S 3T syehr
W&l

Grants are generally awarded on the basis of promising results and a large volume of
papers, favouring those with positive outcomes.

3eTeTe AT : FhRIcHS IROMAT 3R 31T dear 7 eieraEt & 3R o) v s 2
Unsuccessful or negative outcomes are often overlooked, leading to a biased ecosystem.

AP AT ARRIHS TROMAT hI 37FET 3UET I ST &, TOTT Teh TaTqTdY eaaE T [ i@ gidr
gl

Not to be stigmatised (Feiferd o fHAT FATT)

In the early 1980s, Barry Marshall and Robin Warren claimed that Helicobacter pylori
caused peptic ulcers.

1980 % G T YEIHT ¥ &Y aARTer i IMTarer AT oF arar o fon g TR rerey argedt Sharoy

e I/ FHT FRUT

Their papers were rejected by journals and dismissed by the medical establishment.
Jofeh e afHI3 gaRT 3redihe X ferw 91T AR Rrfdheam Foer & 30¢ R fem|
The belief was that the stomach was too acidic for microbes.

Ig UROT AT & 9 &1 araraor shtaropst & fae sreafas swela giar g

Despite this, they believed in their hypothesis.

3 STd9[G 3o6 3T TReEed=T 9T faeara 27|

In 1984, Marshall drank a broth containing the bacteria to prove the theory.

1984 # ATefer & SNaToT I wYer AT ATfR 3797 AT I JAITUTA Y Heh |
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He developed gastritis symptoms within a few days.

T & feall 7 3¢ drefew & waTor 3cu=a g1 71|

The duo won the Nobel Prize (2005) for their discovery.

58 WioT & ToIT 38 SIS &l 2005 F Ael JERR e

It showed how publication bias delayed treatment of a curable disease.
sﬂﬁwgwﬁ;mmqmﬁé?wwmmﬂNaﬂwaﬁwmml
To truly embrace failure, science can learn from the technology sector.

arEdd 7 TaherdT 1 391 & T faaret st sleafardr a7 & O o =g

The philosophy of “fail fast, fail often” treats failure as a learning step.

“offer AW g, TR-TR TG g1 I HTURT TAHeIdT I @ it 9fehar & 9 F @ g
Failure is not stigmatised but seen as essential for iterative learning.

Tl T Selfehe AT [hdT SITdT, ST ST Tad di@e T TTHAT FHT HTTTH 3797 AT AT & |

Psychological aspect (FafdaTfers 9ge)

While academic science cannot replicate this model entirely, given its different stakes and
responsibilities, it can certainly adopt its underlying mindset: that failure is informative
rather than shameful.

ey Yetfore faamer 3rael fieer foreaeriat 3k aia & ROt 59 Alser 1 qoid: g1 319
ThT, Tt 8 Ig 58 Hel AT T I 7 HaTH g o B aar doortsrets el afed RIGTIG aidl
gl

Another valuable analogy is in sports.

Teh 31 HgcdquT 3ETeX0T Well & TordT ST Fhell 8

Athletes incorporate replays and coaching sessions to analyse their failures and convert
them into learning opportunities.

TEemsT 319y e elet hr Taver 3R gfkrator Tat & AT & 379 fawerdn3it & fagervor a 3¢
HEst & 3aw) 7 deed ¢

However, failures in science do not tend to include well-orchestrated reflection.

Ty Taretret 3 FatheraTait & Ty urer: saafeyd AreAfiaet =gl fohar S|

Some changes are commendable.

Fo IR WA £

New publication formats like registered reports shift focus from results to research design
and methodological rigour.

TS SRTIT YT SH Yofigrer Sfardest TROUTAT & AT geToh JeTeTeT TavaT 3R eerfaera
FORGT TR e FT §

Nonetheless, these efforts are still evolving.

R o A g 3refY Rasrrarelier sraeam 7 €

The major transformation required in mainstream scientific practice is still pending.
HEAYURT ST STIER A LT hTqh Tiact=t 3787 AW g

There is always the possibility that experiments do not succeed without clear explanation.
g GHIGT g Tt W@t & T AT 91 TaSe HROT & e o & |

Researchers often internalise failure as personal rather than as part of the process of
enquiry.

Qirerehell I faherdT Y SATFAIT T F FEVT X oidl &, SToich Tg ITHEITT TishaT T Tareniash
AT B

This psychological aspect is especially important for novice researchers.

g AT Tgel Ay ®0 & apdler eMerFaisi & fow Ageaqof 3
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In a highly competitive environment, fear of failure reduces the willingness to take risks.
et wfaeauTens ararawor 7 fawedr 1 s/ SHfE# ot & ygfay &t & Far g |
Researchers prefer safe and incremental projects over innovative ideas.

eiverehat 9T EfarT AR FiAF aREIsest I aalAdt famt o« graf@esdr aa 8

This fear ultimately slows scientific progress.

T 87 3idd: denfaes garfar Hr a1fay Y efiar s Sar ¥

Communicating science (fa=ATeT &1 WYYOT)

A culture change is necessary.
Teh HiEp T TRAdT 12T 5|
Younger scientists expect senior researchers to openly discuss failures and uncertainties.

gaT Moo 3T9eT A 8 T3 afes eiverarat 3roel Rderansit st srfafRadansit o gos @
|

Mentorship should include discussion of setbacks, not just success.

ARG Had Fheldr a% AT o gl FABAdI3T I 8 FfFaAferd weem aifgw]

Accepting doubt and failure makes individuals more resilient and honest.

T AR RArwaar #t FHFR Fa1 afFadl w1 31 gge AR SAER Sarar g

Funding bodies and institutions must also reform evaluation criteria.

faratwor SEuTd 3 FEAT o Hediche & AR H FUR |

Evaluation should focus on research questions, methods, and lessons learned rather than
only outcomes.

Hedihel T ATUR Shael TROMH 1 Gk HeTHHTeT W, Teerfaar 3R wrea @ e =nfgu)
Grant proposals and CVs can include documentation of failures.

3reTereT FdTa I Aatfores faawor & fatherdr3it hr faaxor o AfFaAterd fohar St Fehe &1
Platforms to share negative findings and failed experiments should be developed.
ARRIHAS fasahst 3 Irawe A9 I T F= & fov 79 fgwiad e o= arfge)

Open science and online archives can help minimise repetition and promote collaboration.
g faaret 3R AiferengeT AT TeRIghl I A A IR TEIT B Tl A FETIh 81 Hehdl 2|

Public communication often presents science as a sequence of success stories, creating
unrealistic expectations.

QST foreh HUOT & [T bl I1: Fhera Y @l & T H Tl foham Sira 8, forea
ARFATAS AT 3o BT 8 |

This reduces confidence when failures occur.

OY Tawelar 1 Ufa 7 faeara s gy Sar gl

Science should be presented as a complex, iterative, and uncertain process.
faramte 1 ueh sifeer, garge 3R srfafRed wfshar & &9 & yedd o S @i e |
This is crucial in fields like drug development and space exploration.

Ig Tay &9 & il Ry sitv srafer sreawor Sid &t & Ageaqor 8

Science is a long journey marked by perseverance, failure, and gradual success.
Tartret weh ofalt IraT & St 8, frdherar 3w wwherar & aRyot gl &1

Science should not conceal these features but embrace them.

AT T 57 fAAAT3HT T [T & T TSR FHIAT AT

Only then can failure become a stepping-stone to meaningful and sustainable
breakthroughs.

T Rwerar @rdie 3 TR suafat &1 3R g5 T B
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The fight to eliminate cervical cancer
Csisar SN2

n 2008, Professor Harald
zur Hausen received the
Nobel Prize for his
discovery that persistent
infection with high-risk strains of
the Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
is the cause of cervical cancer, an
important cause of morbidity and
mortality globally, but more so in
low and lower-middle-income
countries (LMICs). His discovery
paved the way for the
development of prophylactic
vaccines as well as tests to detect
the infectious agent. A decade
later, in 2018, the World Health
Organization (WHO) announced
an initiative for the elimination of
cervical cancer, and the global
strategy was formally launched on
November 17, 2020, endorsed by
194 countries, India among them.

Disease and prevention
Cervical cancer is a source of
extreme physical misery,
emotional strife and financial
hardship. It is the second most
COMIMonN cancer among women in
India, with approximately one
lakh new cases every year, and
half as many deaths, which is one
quarter of the global burden. The
years of life lost to cervical cancer
are more than that of other
cancers as these women are
relatively younger, with active
family and social responsibilities.
Women diagnosed with stage 4
cervical cancer could develop
urinary fistulas, postmenopausal
bleeding, extreme sciatic and
lumbar pain, obstruction to their
ureters and renal failure. If one is
lucky enough to get diagnosed at
an earlier stage, the cancer is
curable, but only with radical
surgery or chemo and radiation
therapy. There is also a risk of
recurrence which will require
even more difficult exenteration
procedures, stomas etc. That is,
while the cancer is curable by
providing symptom relief,
hormone replacement and other
supportive care, it comes at a
physical and financial cost.
However, such suffering was
preventable. Since the 1940s,
secondary prevention by regular

Neerja Bhatla
Professor Emeritus,
National Cancer
Institute Jhajjar,
Former Head of
Department of
Obstetrics &
Gynaecology, All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi

Cumulative data
from systematic
trials and
post-marketing
surveillance
show no
increase in
adverse events
among
vaccinated
women than in
the general
population

pap smear screening had been set
up in the West, enabling detection
of not just cancer but also
precancerous stages. The natural
history of cervical cancer has been
well documented for over a
century. It has a long
precancerous phase of 10-15 years
termed Cervical Intraepithelial
Neoplasia (CIN) which can be
detected by the microscopic
examination of cells collected on a
slide by brushing the cervix. At
this stage, the cancer can be easily
treated by simple day care
procedures that do not require the
removal of the uterus.

However, in India and other
LMICs, we lacked the
infrastructure and manpower to
implement a screening of all
women over the age of 30 years
even once, let alone the
recommended three-year interval
period. Even in good tertiary
centres, the laboratory placed a
limit on the number of women
that could be screened in a day.
Outreach camps were conducted
at regular intervals by
gynaecologists and pathologists
around the country, but these
were merely a drop in the ocean.
Even today, despite a national
programme for screening with
visual inspection, the screening
coverage does not exceed 5%.
Moreover, bringing women who
test positive into the hospital for a
confirmatory biopsy and
treatment has extremely poor
compliance rates.

The promise of a vaccine
HPV vaccination entered this
scenario in 2006 like a superhero
for the primary prevention of
cervical cancer. Starting offas a
three-dose vaccination, research
showed that it could be reduced to
two, and then it was found that
just one dose was sufficient to
provide protection against 85-90%
of cancers. Over 500 million doses
have been delivered worldwide,
and nearly four million in India.
Cumulative data from
systematic trials and
post-marketing surveillance show
no increase in adverse events

among vaccinated women than in
the general population. Transient
mild reactions have been observed
that are common to all vaccines.
There have been no negative
effects on reproductive
performance, fertility rates,
congenital malformations or
menstrual patterns. The efficacy
of the HPV vaccine is remarkable,
with nearly complete protection
against the strains which are
present in the vaccine. The first
generation of vaccines were
directed against the two most
virulent strains, HPV 16 and 18,
that account for 70% of cervical
cancers globally but 85% in India.
Countries like Australia and the
U.K. which introduced the HPV
vaccine soon after its launch in
2007-8 have already witnessed
significant reductions in
pre-cancer and cancer. Similar
reports have come from other
countries like Sweden, Denmark,
Canada and the U.S.

Widespread accessibility

The WHO’s cervical cancer
elimination initiative envisions
making cervical cancer a rare
cancer, with an incidence rate of
four per 1,00,000. To reach this
goal, we must achieve certain
targets by 2030: HPV vaccination
of 90% of girls before the age of 15
years, screening of 70% of women
with an HPV test at 35 and 45
years, and treatment of 90% of
those detected with lesions. While
the country has already crossed
the halfway point since the launch
of the global declaration, we are
still far away from reaching these
targets. However, the launch of the
National HPV Vaccination
Campaign on February 28, 2026
by the Prime Minister himself
signals the highest political
commitment to women’s health
and reproductive rights. All
parents need to be aware of this
opportunity so that their
14-year-old daughters can avail
free vaccination at the nearest
government health facilities. One
small jab will take us towards a
cervical cancer-free future and a
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

29A. The fight to eliminate cervical cancer

THTRT INaT FHT FY FATCT FI A ASE

Cervical Cancer and HPV / araTerr 3ftar &6 3 HPV

e |n 2008, Professor Harald zur Hausen received the Nobel Prize for his discovery that
persistent infection with high-risk strains of the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is the cause
of cervical cancer, an important cause of morbidity and mortality globally, but more so in
low and lower-middle-income countries (LMICs).

2008 #, HIHER FeS JX T3 1 38 TioT & ToIT e [WERR AT o g @t YReamarmy
(HPV) & 3=a @A arel THRY T 81t aTell oRTTdR TsheAuT TR Iar Hag 1 HROT§, S
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afgeh TR R FI0TAT AR He ST &1 Toh HgcaquT HROT g, faevent fawer 3k foreer-sreaar amar
arer 22 (LMICs) |

His discovery paved the way for the development of prophylactic vaccines as well as tests
to detect the infectious agent.

AT Wil & VHATATHSF Al & [T 37 THAT FRF Y Ig=TT HaT alel TTUT ST ALY

gEd R

A decade later, in 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced an initiative for
the elimination of cervical cancer, and the global strategy was formally launched on
November 17, 2020, endorsed by 194 countries, India among them.

Teh &30 91, 2018 #, faed Tareed wWarsaT (WHO) o arsiiery afiar 6 & 3e3qee & fav v
Tl I BT T, 3R Ig 3fdes RN 17 Adav 2020 1 3ioariies &9 & & i a7g, f5d 194
et &F o fem, foaTey a1 off enfAer &1

Disease and prevention / Q3T 3T Ay

Cervical cancer is a source of extreme physical misery, emotional strife and financial
hardship.

TR AT FAR 37T ARNE Fee, siaadTcaw® a1 3R A F FISATS FT FROT sar 8

It is the second most common cancer among women in India, with approximately one
lakh new cases every year, and half as many deaths, which is one quarter of the global
burden.

IE AR 7 ARG 7 qaT Fad FHT FAT ¢, o1 g1 I 919797 Uah A1 AT ARAer 31N
TSI TS AT Y FHF Bl &, S ARFeh R T T AT &

The years of life lost to cervical cancer are more than that of other cancers as these women
are relatively younger, with active family and social responsibilities.

sv%m%wsﬁaw#@vgcaﬁm%&ﬁ@@mﬁmm%,wﬁ;ﬁﬂm
3797l AT gich & 3R 37 R e ve amnfors e gl €1
Women diagnosed with stage 4 cervical cancer could develop urinary fistulas,

postmenopausal bleeding, extreme sciatic and lumbar pain, obstruction to their ureters
and renal failure.

TIOT 4 F TR A FAT F NS AfGesit # 77 Rewgan, WfAghy F g wwaam, da
e 3R FAR &S, FFAIREA 7 ravier AR el fRrwerar i FaEEaTt fanfad g dehd 1

If one is lucky enough to get diagnosed at an earlier stage, the cancer is curable, but only
with radical surgery or chemo and radiation therapy.

e Q9T &7 IaT IRTAF IJTEATH T S0, A Tg 3TAR AT &, AifheT 5T fow stfeer gerlt ar
FrArAY 3t ffTor RfRaaT Hr sraegsar gl B

There is also a risk of recurrence which will require even more difficult exenteration
procedures, stomas etc.

SEH gerrgiar H1 SfEH o g €, foraeh fow 3R 3iferes Sifeer vardieersT yfivame aur s
3nfE ¥ 3TTISHAT IS vl &

That is, while the cancer is curable by providing symptom relief, hormone replacement and
other supportive care, it comes at a physical and financial cost.

3727, T TE HAX F&I0T g, FHATT TFAFATI 3R 37 HgS 399R & AeTA § dfd
TR ST HehelT €, oifehet 58 ey AR 3R 3nfd arera o3t g 81

However, such suffering was preventable.

glelifeh, 38 TR hr ST AhY ST Hehell A |

Since the 1940s, secondary prevention by regular pap smear screening had been set up
in the West, enabling detection of not just cancer but also precancerous stages.
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1940 F e @, wftesh qaf & fafAa Y SR s & Aregs & g devum i sgaear
1 1S oY, Tored o shalel e diceh Ta-Ha HTEAT3HT 1 8T T oranmT ST Fhel1 g |

The natural history of cervical cancer has been well documented for over a century.
arstvery aftar a3 F1 urpfas sfasra v @t & 3178 THT @ 3 e Taf@d Bl

It has a long precancerous phase of 10-15 years termed Cervical Intraepithelial
Neoplasia (CIN) which can be detected by the microscopic examination of cells collected
on a slide by brushing the cervix.

S 10-15 TSt FY ol G3-F8T JAEAT I 8, [ watswer serirefiforer faeenfiar (CIN)
gl ST &, For arsiiery aftar @ HIRARIHT ot v Y gaaAgelt adeTor garT g S Hehell B

At this stage, the cancer can be easily treated by simple day care procedures that do not
require the removal of the uterus.

3 HIEAT H, IR T 3YIR T 3-FIT I3 SarT fam ST Ferar &, FSaTeT siierT Y gt
#Y ATTRIHAT A4 Bl |

However, in India and other LMICs, we lacked the infrastructure and manpower to
implement a screening of all women over the age of 30 years even once, let alone the
recommended three-year interval period.

grelifeh, TR 3R 3T LMICs #, AR ard FAamel ara iR srererfarer i shelt off, foed 30 af
¥ T Iy 1 weft Afganst F s TR o S A Gord A AT, SR AT ofter € F
AT TR AT T 1T AT g &

Even in good tertiary centres, the laboratory placed a limit on the number of women that
could be screened in a day.

37<S Jeirad Fal 7 o, ATy gfafee Siier i S e arelt Afgenat iy wear 9 @A
CEIGIRI

Outreach camps were conducted at regular intervals by gynaecologists and pathologists
around the country, but these were merely a drop in the ocean.

G2 H FERAT feivat 3t Syiaifereet gant fFafAd 3iare ) smsedia RfeR 3mafaa e
ST &, aifeheT T Fdel 907 I |

Even today, despite a national programme for screening with visual inspection, the
screening coverage does not exceed 5%.

3771 o, ge7 fAieTor & ATeTs @ FRAT & T FRFA & Tas(e, ThfAT Faver 5% &
e gt

Moreover, bringing women who test positive into the hospital for a confirmatory biopsy and
treatment has extremely poor compliance rates.

g8 JfaRed, foa ATt i R Fehricae el €, 3¢ gRewor e 3k s7ar &
ﬁvwmﬁmuagam%l

The promise of a vaccine / € T arer

HPV vaccination entered this scenario in 2006 like a superhero for the primary prevention
of cervical cancer.

HPV EI&TI0T & 2006 & 38 TReeT & FURERY 1 g Taer fona, Sit arsiiery aftar Fa3
T fAs gt & forw am)

Starting off as a three-dose vaccination, research showed that it could be reduced to two,
and then it was found that just one dose was sufficient to provide protection against 85-90%
of cancers.

QBT H T et GUF ATl EIHTHIOT oh T H AT, oAfehe AT § Il Toll 7o 38 &Y GH Ioh
YT ST el &, 3R TG & Tg UIAT I1AT o heol Tah G @Y 9Tt &, ST 85-90% Haw @
& el I 8
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Over 500 million doses have been delivered worldwide, and nearly four million in India.

fareasrt # 500 faforer @ arftres gud & ST g €, 3R o & orerersr aR fAafoe gud & ot
gl

Cumulative data from systematic trials and post-marketing surveillance show no increase
in adverse events among vaccinated women than in the general population.

Reeafes wliaron 3R TR & a1g AR & 9T THT 3163 Tg g2 ¢ b SiehranoT lle
arell ATge3it 7 wfciger wermal 1 & TAT STAEET] Y JefelT & 31T8 TET 81

Transient mild reactions have been observed that are common to all vaccines.

T goeht wfafshare a5 €, St weft dehl & e g 2

There have been no negative effects on reproductive performance, fertility rates,
congenital malformations or menstrual patterns.

YTl &TAT, SYSATHIA X, AT fApiadm AT AT 3t T W HIS AFRICHS WA o761
qraT AT £ |

The efficacy of the HPV vaccine is remarkable, with nearly complete protection against
the strains which are present in the vaccine.

HPV &% $Y wsaeflierdr 3cdd Sea=a &, Sif e & AT ThRT o favedy SrTerT ot Ja
ECCERGIRS

The first generation of vaccines were directed against the two most virulent strains, HPV
16 and 18, that account for 70% of cervical cancers globally but 85% in India.

&l &Y ggell Tl FT &Y FI@ T1aS YFRI, HPV 16 3R 18 & favey fasfaa frar arr ar, &
AT TR W 70% 31T ART & 85% rsTerT afar FHT & v Feer &

Countries like Australia and the U.K. which introduced the HPV vaccine soon after its launch
in 2007-8 have already witnessed significant reductions in pre-cancer and cancer.

siteefor 3k &, S el [Si=giel 2007-08 # HPV &bt % foham, & Ugel &1 gd-4har i &
# 3T FA W B

Similar reports have come from other countries like Sweden, Denmark, Canada and the
u.s.

Y & ROé iz, m,maﬂraﬁﬁwﬂ@ra&ﬁmﬁmgﬁl

Widespread accessibility / 19 Iqelstdr

The WHO’s cervical cancer elimination initiative envisions making cervical cancer a rare
cancer, with an incidence rate of four per 1,00,000.

WHO Y arsfierr fiar F8T 3e37elet qgel ol e 38 Teh GorsT ha Silell ¢, Toraeh! e & wfar
1,00,000 H TR &Y

To reach this goal, we must achieve certain targets by 2030: HPV vaccination of 90% of
girls before the age of 15 years, screening of 70% of women with an HPV test at 35 and
45 years, and treatment of 90% of those detected with lesions.

ST oI8TT T YIS ot & ToIT g3 2030 dF F& &1 Y Gl el g1am: 15 T F Tgel 90%
asfrat 1 HPV Siaaor, 35 3R 45 a¥ #Y 3y 9X 70% Afgensit F HPV s, 31K ama

(lesions) 9TT ST 9T 90% ATFATHT T 3UAR|

While the country has already crossed the halfway point since the launch of the global
declaration, we are still far away from reaching these targets.

aTgeh ETYOTT & dTe, A S T T Y IR FI JHI1 8, T 3 5 57 et bl e et & 378
FTO &
However, the launch of the National HPV Vaccination Campaign on February 28, 2026 by

the Prime Minister himself signals the highest political commitment to women’s health
and reproductive rights.
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gTelifeh, 28 HYadr 2026 T T TETAHAT GART AT HPV 10T 31 f3rrer T Qermer
wfgan3it & Fareed 3R vorete AfteRt & ufa sTaaw veeifas gfaegwar i gfar gl

e All parents need to be aware of this opportunity so that their 14-year-old daughters can
avail free vaccination at the nearest government health facilities.

T 3TTRSTART I SH HFAT & TR H SAETER g1eAT AMGT dTfeh 3oTehT 14 ¥ Y afeam e
WHN T Fl 9T o e ST e a1 6 |

e One small jab will take us towards a cervical cancer-free future and a Viksit Bharat by

2047.

Teh BICT A1 &1 (Fo1ereT) g1 arsiiery aftar Faw o sifasy 31k 2047 ae R fAa sira < feer

# 313 o S|

Everyone is busy building intelligence,
but no one can define what it is

In their books, Karen Hao, Max Fisher, and Dwarkesh Patel explore the Al industry that has become a juggernaut even as it still struggles to define

intelligence, measure its costs, or agree on its end goal

Areena Arora

merican journalist and author
Karen Hao spent years
reporting from inside and
around OpenAl, and what she
found was less a portrait of a company
and more an autopsy of the larger idea of
artificial general intelligence (AGI).
OpenAl was founded on the premise
that if AGI was coming regardless, it was
+ better to have safety and ethics-conscious
researchers at the frontier than to cede it
to those with fewer compunctions. The
CEOQ, Sam Altman, even went as far as to
design the company’s board such that it
could fire him too if he ever came in the
way of its core mission. That board,
briefly did fire him, but reversed the
decision quickly. Hao traces this arc not as
a scandal, but as something inevitable; as
an outcome of the ideas that come from
Silicon Valley founders who have vast
resources and the freedom to push
boundaries. OpenAl is described in the
early chapters of her book, Empire of AI,
as “a rare intellectual playground without
strings attached, a haven for fringe ideas.”
By the time she finished reporting, it had
become one of the most powerful and
least accountable corporations on earth.

No clear definition

What is artificial intelligence? Alan
Turing's 1950 paper is widely considered
the founding document of AL In it, he
begins with the question, “Can machines
think?” and quickly reframes it as the
imitation game. He proposes that any
machine with the ability to convince a
human of its sentience more than 30% of
the time, passes his test. He never defined
what intelligence really is. By his test,
most agentic Al models today seem to
“think”. But what thinking actually is,
remains unresolved, even among those

who have staked billions on replicating it.
Hao spends a chapter of her book
trying to pin down a definition of
intelligence with impressive intensity. The
Alindustry’s working answer, for now,
borrows from the “pure langu:
hypothesis: the idea that all human
knowledge is encoded in language, and
that AGI might therefore emerge from
language alone. The cost for training a
generative Al model is already
approaching a billion dollars, and
projections for the coming years are only
shooting up. All this money is being spent
on a process whose foundation and end
goal both remain largely unarticulated.

The consequences

Max Fisher, in The Chaos Machine, shows
us that this pattern is not new, but that its
consequences have grown manifold.
While Fisher’s book is ostensibly about
social media algorithms and
radicalisation, it also holds up a clear
mirror to what happens when a
technology that shapes human behaviour
is deployed before anyone has asked what
it is shaping us towards.

The early conventional wisdom about
platforms such as Facebook, he argues,
vastly understated their power. Their
algorithms amplify moral fury, compress
complexity into viral fragments rewarded
with small doses of digital dopamine, and
make polarisation not a bug but an
intended, even celebrated, output.

By the time insiders began to
acknowledge this, the architecture was
global and deeply embedded. Facebook’s
founding president, Sean Parker,
eventually admitted the goal was to
consume as much of conscious human
time and attention as possible. By then, a
billion people were already inside the
wormbhole.

Max Fisher wrote about a previous

technological wave, but there are parallels
in the inherited arrogance. The same
incentives — engagement maximisation,
attention as a commodity, and
uncontrolled growth as the only metric of
success — now underpin the expansion of
AL Fisher’s book, read alongside Hao’s
reporting, gives readers both a long view
and a more immediate story: this pattern
has played out before, and in building
disruptive technologies, their makers are
often aware of the very real human cost of
progress — and continue anyway. To be
clear, neither author rejects scientific
progress, but both hold up an important
mirror to what it costs to get there.

The God complex

Dwarkesh Patel’s The Scaling Era is an oral
history stitched together with
conversations with researchers,
engineers, and thinkers who made the
last six years of Al possible. Unlike Hao
and Fisher, Patel and his interviewees are
not cynical of Al They are, for the most
part, people who believe they are doing
something necessary and sacred even as
they do acknowledge its shortcomings.
For instance, Anthropic CEO Dario
‘Amodei in the book says that if agentic Al
were to become super powerful and
wreak havoc, “we’d have basically no
ability to stop it”

The God complex here is not
megalomaniacal in the conventional
sense; it is more subtle. It is the
conviction that because the intelligence
being built is unprecedented, the
ordinary human frameworks of
accountability, consent, and
cost-distribution can be changed too.

Patel’s book is highly technical, diving
into the scalability of Al models and what
intelligence is. Curiously, both Hao and he
touch on this question and seem to
conclude that there is still no unified

definition of “intelligence” or “thinking.”.

Altman in particular, who is the
primary subject of Hao’s book, has signed
up for Nectome, a startup whose premise
is that the brain can be chemically
preserved at death to be digitally
uploaded to a server later. This is where
the pure language hypothesis and the
God complex finally converge. If all
human knowledge is in language, and
language can be extracted and replicated,
then perhaps consciousness too can be
preserved, transferred, and ultimately
made everlasting. The question Turing
called too meaningless to discuss has
become the basis of an afterlife business.
The arrogance is not in the ambition
itself; it is in the certainty that whatever
the “tech bros” of Silicon Valley end up
building will be the answer.

Paying a price

In the meantime, as Hao sharply points
out, communities in South American
countries are paying a hefty price right
now, with their water and land resources.
The Al we have has already reshaped
medicine, science, and daily life in useful
ways. But the industry is not focused on
refinement or more environment-friendly
improvements to what already exists; it is
aiming at something much larger.

What these three books produce, read
together, is less a verdict on Al and more
amap of its (often) unacknowledged
shortcomings. Hao calls these companies
an empire — ruthless in their conquest
like royal empires of the bygone era.
Scaling, discussed in great technical detail
in Patel’s book, asks an important
question: what happens when we run out
of data to train models on? Billions of
dollars are being spent per model, land
and water are being taken to replicate
millions of years of evolutionary biology,
but to what end? That remains unclear.

29A. Everyone is busy building intelligence, but no one can define what it is

& 1S FEfAHaT FT fAATr Fa F s7va ¢, AfFa #18 off g5 e 7@t Fx gwar %

TEFATE

e American journalist and author Karen Hao spent years reporting from inside and around

OpenAl, and what she found was less a portrait of a company and more an autopsy of the

larger idea of artificial general intelligence (AGI).

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page48



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

TARE TFFR 3R ATRFT FTT g3 & INTeTwsnE & o 3k
39T qut e RAEer fI, 3R 3=giet S 91T I8 Teh hdsir r
=T e 3R FRF AAT FEfHT (AG]) F A9 AR F
freayor 3178 am|

OpenAl was founded on the premise that if AGI was coming
regardless, it was better to have safety and ethics-conscious
researchers at the frontier than to cede it to those with fewer
compunctions.

mﬁmm@aﬁrzmsvmwgé oY foh I AGI HTAT €1 &, AT 33 e sAfciehdT aTel ATl
Hivat & Forg &t R Afaamar & gfer aorer aeraatait & grat # gl dgox 81

The CEO, Sam Altman, even went as far as to design the company’s board such that it could
fire him too if he ever came in the way of its core mission.

HYeAT & CEO A JiTeecHd ¥ JgT deh cqaeUT I foh Shusil 7 915 3¢ off geT FhaT &, IS 3 3aH
HEYT 3582 H STe 541 |

That board, briefly did fire him, but reversed the decision quickly.

39 SIS A Fo THY & ToIT 3¢ gt R, Afehet STee; & 319=11 fAoTer et el

Hao traces this arc not as a scandal, but as something inevitable; as an outcome of the ideas
that come from Silicon Valley founders who have vast resources and the freedom to push
boundaries.

BI31T 3T EeTsha 1 fohall aileTel & &9 & =1¢T, dfesh ferard aRomT & &9 & J&qd = §; T6
3 RSP 3o F TEUIH! & TR 1 IRUMH § ST g faemer gareeT 31 @At ¥ 3mer
FeI Y FadaAaT e g |

OpenAl is described in the early chapters of her book, Empire of Al, as “a rare intellectual
playground without strings attached, a haven for fringe ideas.”

3eTeh! g&cTeh Empire of Al & IR EATAT 7 HITATITS T “Teh goleT Sgflrer yaareran, srgr
FIS 9T 78T §, 3R AR faRY &1 3wy vy & w9 7 afola frar = g

By the time she finished reporting, it had become one of the most powerful and least
accountable corporations on earth.

ST deh 3egiet 319eh RANfEar ol &1, Ig g 1 qad afFaameh 3k Far sarads Fufaai 7 &
Teh T bl A |

No clear definition / IS TISITST T r7TE

What is artificial intelligence?
Alan Turing's 1950 paper is widely considered the founding document of Al.

TeleT TYRET FT 1950 FT AUTH A9 T & FIAT FEfAAT HT ATURIT SFATaST AT STl ¢ |

In it, he begins with the question, “Can machines think?” and quickly reframes it as the
imitation game.

$AH Seglel 9o foaT, ‘o arefet WY Fehdll 827 3N 58 STedr & SR A7 & ¥ A e gedd
fepam

He proposes that any machine with the ability to convince a human of its sentience more
than 30% of the time, passes his test.

Jegial TEATfad fohaT 3 s oiY 70 St 30% W 31fF THT F AT F W9 AdaAaT 7 fFea
foreT T, Ig 3eToh INETOT T I T ol &

He never defined what intelligence really is.

3egiet el g IR +TEt foham o arecta 7 qeftaan #2418
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By his test, most agentic Al models today seem to “think”.

3o7h GETOT & 3eTEN, 3Tl TR Toifesh THTE Alser “Hrad g Icld 81 &

But what thinking actually is, remains unresolved, even among those who have staked
billions on replicating it.

ifheT arEda 7 AT FATE, agmaﬂaagmmaamgm &, T e for 3T aent & S ot
fSegiot 38 U 3at ster fader fFw &)

Hao spends a chapter of her book trying to pin down a definition of intelligence with
impressive intensity.

BI31Y 3TUaT YEcieh o Ueh 3TEaTg  geftrarar $t aRemaT fauiRa F3a &1 ger Jara el €1

The Al industry’s working answer, for now, borrows from the “pure language”
hypothesis.

THATS & UIHTE 3SANT HT FrAefier JaT “gey 91 aRFevar & forar arar g |
The idea that all human knowledge is encoded in language, and that AGI might therefore
emerge from language alone.

g TR foh gaea Aea A st & fAfga €, 3k safew AGH Fae smar @ € R g awar
gl

The cost for training a generative Al model is already approaching a billion dollars, and
projections for the coming years are only shooting up.

Wmummﬁmmﬁmqﬁﬁwmﬁmé?mq@@&w
37T aTY Nt 7 Ig 3T T8t Y FHEaT 8

All this money is being spent on a process whose foundation and end goal both remain
largely unarticulated.

Ig GRT &1+T Teh VY TTshaT 9T W &Y 36T &, oraent 3R 31 3ifas e i & 3713 de Tase
eI &

The consequences / RO

Max Fisher, in The Chaos Machine, shows us that this pattern is not new, but that its
consequences have grown manifold.

A7q e, 3790 gEds The Chaos Machine & fe@ra § for I deet 7am 1€l &, oifehet sk
TROIA F§ [T 96 7T
While Fisher’s book is ostensibly about social media algorithms and radicalisation, it also

highlights what happens when a technology shaping human behaviour is deployed without
understanding its direction.

gTelifeh fheR T Teash HEad: dere #AfEar venfie 3k saare W ¢, a5 a5 s aefidhr &
foh ST9 ATTT STTER FT THITAT FIo1 ATell dAhelleh bl 38 3662 I HHS 4T o9 fehalm ST &
arFTEIaT gl

The early conventional wisdom about platforms such as Facebook vastly understated their
power.

FHGR S CACHIAT & TR H YRS WIS THH ¥ Iofeh AT Y a5l FA 31|
Their algorithms amplify moral fury, compress complexity into viral fragments, and make
polarisation not a bug but an intended output.

37 ToINNea AT Fir 1 91 §, STeola 1 IR ghsl # aaa 4a §, 3N gdawor a1 3fe
18T Ifcsh Teh 3egeT T S & |

By the time insiders began to acknowledge this, the architecture was global and deeply
embedded.

SIS TToh 3iCEaAT AT S8 TR et ofdl, A ofeh Ig WIaaT g I g & Tenfye g et
ot
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Facebook’s founding president, Sean Parker, admitted the goal was to consume as much
of human attention as possible.

A o HEATTh EGET HeT I o TdIehR T foh Seced o7 AlTa €11t Y rftwas v &
STHNT FIAT|

By then, a billion people were already inside the wormhole.

S e Teh 3T ST 3 Tshedg A YA Y Teoh A

Max Fisher wrote about a previous technological wave, but there are parallels in the
inherited arrogance.

Herd TR & Teh & dhelleh) a6 o o # foran, ofshet gaa e # frelt srger o7 gamrame
fe@rs & g1

The same incentives — engagement maximisation, attention as a commodity, and
uncontrolled growth — now underpin the expansion of Al.

TET WIHTET — TS HARAH FIAT, CATA HY a6 qara1, AR AT v — 39 g &
TR Y 3TUR T id & |

Fisher's book, read alongside Hao’s reporting, shows that this pattern has played out before,
and that creators are often aware of the human cost, yet continue.

ﬁwnaﬁrgm,aﬁﬁ%%m@wwwﬁ%%wﬁﬁﬁ%m
T ¥, 3R 58 AT 3R AT AT & 3rEerd @ gv st 3t aed

To be clear, neither author rejects scientific progress, but both highlight the cost of
reaching it.

TISE &G F, 1S 87 oIEgsh dmfevas garfar &7 Favier 18t &3, et Sl 56 7o Y IR Fa
gl

The God complex / $2aT-HTGAT (IS FIFCAFH)

Dwarkesh Patel’s The Scaling Era is an oral history stitched together with conversations
with researchers, engineers, and thinkers who made the last six years of Al possible.

ZaRE 9o $T G The Scaling Era Teh A& gfaer &, St averaraiaft, Fohfar sk
IR & T1Y ST & SiSeh JIR fohar AT g, Sl oo ©g asf & wars # darg
AT

Unlike Hao and Fisher, Patel and his interviewees are not cynical of Al.

g3 31 fFeR & Ao, et 31T 3o7ah ArefichRandT T3ms & wfa werrards gt £

They are, for the most part, people who believe they are doing something necessary and
sacred even as they do acknowledge its shortcomings.

q TR TH &7 & ST AT & o 3 o raeds 3R afds st 7 18 €, o7er €1 o gareh
HfAal F TFER FS 8|

For instance, Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei in the book says that if agentic Al were to
become super powerful and wreak havoc, “we’d have basically no ability to stop it.”

3eTex0T & for, g & T & CEO SIRAY 3r#1es e & T I vaifesw vans srcafas
AfFaemel @YY TA=Ter Aamer o9, Y ‘G I 3 Akl T STITHIT IS &THAT 18T arafr|”

The God complex here is not megalomaniacal in the conventional sense; it is more subtle.
TET 93 FIFcaFd TRINH 37T 7 HeAF HEFR 81 §; Ifow Tg 3w GeHA &

It is the conviction that because the intelligence being built is unprecedented, the ordinary
human frameworks of accountability, consent, and cost-distribution can be changed too.

I faears § 3 arifer 9TTs ST 16T geftrerar ars(avyd §, sufow Jammedy, weafa i amera-
T ST AT g o Sger S Fhd B

Patel’s book is highly technical, diving into the scalability of Al models and what
intelligence is.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 1



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

T T T AT AFAIRT 5, ST T3S Az Y AN 3R gt A wpfa F s @
S gl

Curiously, both Hao and he touch on this question and seem to conclude that there is still no
unified definition of intelligence or thinking.

rereh &9 &, G131 3R e St 38 99T 3l Tl § 3R sy fovenrerat 8 T 318 oeh geftraram am
| 1 FI1§ ThIFa TREATT TG T |

Sam Altman, who is the primary subject of Hao’s book, has signed up for Nectome, a startup
whose premise is that the brain can be chemically preserved at death to be digitally
uploaded later.

A Jifecda, S g1 T TFdh & ToTE Faw §, o AFeiH 1o TICHT § J[91a o &, forear
R & o Af¥ass 1 g & 916 Tarfas w7 & WiRa w1 are 7 Bfed v 7 sroes fear
ST FhT &

This is where the pure language hypothesis and the God complex finally converge.

TEI I Toig & STeT YSY HTNT IRFeTT 3R T8 FiFcaFq Teh A1 317 ¢

If all human knowledge is in language, and language can be extracted and replicated,
then perhaps consciousness too can be preserved, transferred, and made everlasting.

I FoEd g 7T amar 3 ¥, 31 oo By fovamre 3i g e fomam St wepar 8, A deraa:
AT 1 &Y T, TR 3 T a9 S FRar g

The question Turing called too meaningless to discuss has become the basis of an
afterlife business.

o et &t ggRer o ==t & fow favde g1 47, a1 319 Ueh el STTH T YR §e A5 |

The arrogance is not in the ambition itself; it is in the certainty that whatever the tech bros
of Silicon Valley build will be the answer.

HEFR HAecalhieT H g1, dfesh 4 ARaddar & ¢ & RAfeFa 3ot & T fews st off gt
e 3ifae 3R gl

Paying a price / A gehreT

In the meantime, as Hao sharply points out, communities in South American countries are
paying a hefty price with their water and land resources.

58 &, SiET foh @131 TUse &9 A Fcfrelt &, gfaror AREY Saif & Toery v srer 3 sgfH
T & ATCAH F 7T AT THIR L

The Al we have has already reshaped medicine, science, and daily life in useful ways.
AR UTH 3T T3S 7 Ugol &F RRifehean, faamet i dfae shaer 1 3uaeft ¥ & sga iR gl

But the industry is not focused on refinement or environment-friendly improvements to
what already exists; it is aiming at something much larger.

ifeheT 3ENaT ohT &ATeT TRSHIOT IT TATEROT-3eThel YURT TR 81 &, af?m*aggmagaa?arﬁ
&1 IR TG W@ 8l

What these three books produce, read together, is less a verdict on Al and more a map of its
unacknowledged shortcomings.

el cileil JEcTohi sl HTY TgeT T g T3S W fA0Ry ot 31 3wkt e F 1At 1 A
370 T T

Hao calls these companies an empire — ruthless in their conquest like royal empires of
the past.

ET37 S HUTIAT T Th HIHATST gl & — oif 379 [ATAR F 3rdia F e ATl Hf avg
& €

Scaling, discussed in detail in Patel’s book, raises the question of what happens when we
run out of data to train models.
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THferT, foId qeol 1 Goceh 7 TaEdR & ScTar IR 8, Ig 92T 33Tl & foh ST g1 Aisal $t
FfAfAIT I & fAT SeT FATST FT &3, O FAT 8|

e Billions of dollars are being spent per model, and land and water resources are being
used to replicate millions of years of evolutionary biology, but the end goal remains
unclear.

Ycdsh Hisel UX ET STl @ FFT ST T2 &, 3R A T Srer HRIGaAT h1 U7 Ar@l ast Ay
S R afthar :Y alee & fore foram o 1 €, Sifenet sae sifas segea arsh off sreuse §1

GS Paper Il1: Internal Security 29 April 2026
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29A | Suspected drug trafficking kingpin deported from Turkiye, held in India
39T AEHAT & WieTer T ) JFFY ¥ Teafia FT R & Arar fram o

29A | 9,400 accounts banned for being linked to digital arrests
ffSree anTe @ 513 &1 I 9,400 @rdl W gferaer eerm A

29A | Funeral held across LoC revives call to reopen crossing points

T & IR gIHT HIAH TEHR, FIRAIT IISEH SITRT @elel Y AT A

Suspected drug trafficking kingpin
deported from Turklye held in India

NEW DELHI

An alleged drug trafficking
kingpin having links with
the Dawood Ibrahim syndi-
cate was detained by Tur-
kish agencies in Beylikdii-
zii and deported to India
on Tuesday.

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) took him in-
to custody on his arrival at
the airport here.

“Zero tolerance against
the narco syndicate. The
@narcoticsbureau today
made a major break-
through in securing the re-
turn of notorious drug traf-
ficker Mohammad Salim
Dola from Tiirkiye. Under
the Modi government’s
mission to ruthlessly
smash drug cartels, our an-
ti-narcotics agencies have
extended their reach
across borders. Now, no
matter where they hide, no
place is safe for drug king-

An NCB team takes Mohammed Salim Dola into custody after his
arrival at the |Gl airport in Delhi on Tuesday. ANIVIDEO GRAB

pins,” Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said on X.

‘Operation Global Hunt’
The accused has been
brought back from Tiirkiye
under “Operation Global-
Hunt”.

The NCB produced him
before a Delhi court that
granted a two-day transit
remand to the agency for

taking him to Mumbai.

It is learnt that Dola had
been living in Beylikdiizii
under a pseudonym, using
a passport purportedly is-
sued by the UAE. He was
picked up by Turkish en-
forcement organisations
following inputs from In-
dian agencies. Earlier, an
Interpol Red Notice had
been issued against him in

2024 at India’s request.

“Over the years, Dola
had established a major
transnational drug traffick-
ing syndicate spanning a
number of countries in the
Middle East [West Asia],
Africa, and Europe. His
two-decade-long criminal
antecedents include direct
involvement in cases per-
taining to multiple high-va-
lue seizures of heroin, cha-
ras, mephedrone,
mandrax and methamphe-
tamine in Maharashtra and
Gujarat,” the NCB said, ad-
ding that he is also wanted
by the Anti-Terrorism
Squad of Gujarat.

Born in 1966 in the By-
culla area of Mumbai, Dola
was first arrested at the
Mumbai airport on the
charge of trying to smuggle
mandrax tablets. In 2017,
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence linked him to
gutkha smuggling via Guja-
rat’s Pipavav port.
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29A. Suspected drug trafficking kingpin deported from Turkiye, held in India
ST TR & WlRTY T F JRFA F yeafia F oRa # FREdr G ar

An alleged drug trafficking kingpin having links with the Dawood Ibrahim syndicate was
detained by Turkish agencies in Beylikdlizli and deported to India on Tuesday.

arse ganfes RAf¥She A SfS U A FoT aFh{l WA Y Jehl ToiTaral o Sehiehgal # feraa &
foram 3R FeTer@aR 1 7IRA I foma|

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) took him into custody on his arrival at the airport here.
ARHIEFH Heler sqU (NCB) A 38 gl §Ts g3 N Igaiel W 39 frarct 7 o fevam|

“Zero tolerance against the narco syndicate.

‘et Rifsde & Remw = afgsoran

The @narcoticsbureau today made a major breakthrough in securing the return of notorious
drug trafficker Mohammad Salim Dola from Turkiye.

37T @narcoticshureau = HEAT ZIT TERT AlGFAG Tl H ST I JHA F a9H o1 & 921
TRl gTidel T |

Under the Modi government’s mission to ruthlessly smash drug cartels, our anti-narcotics
agencies have extended their reach across borders.

A TIHR & AT & ol 3T Héed ! T oG TeH Hlel o (o0 gANT TEI-ARDICFH
TSI & 3r9e g WA F IR T &

Now, no matter where they hide, no place is safe for drug kingpins,” Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on X.

379 TTE 3 et ¢ T, S97 TR & ToIT IS STete IR et &, herd I[6 HAT AT aMmg o X

9 <heT|

‘Operation Global Hunt’
‘T2 TATA g

The accused has been brought back from Turkiye under “Operation Global Hunt”.
3TRIAY T “HIGXAT Tellael §C” o ol qfehdl & aTId ol AT ¢ |

The NCB produced him before a Delhi court that granted a two-day transit remand to the
agency for taking him to Mumbai.

NCB & 38 fereelt aratera & et fanar, foraer Toieh 1 Heg o St o forw & et & gifore Rars
&l

It is learnt that Dola had been living in Beylikduzi under a pseudonym, using a passport
purportedly issued by the UAE.

SITTehRY e TR STell Aellhge] 7 Teh Te A1 A T§ T6T AT 3R 38 U i &9 T UAE
GART ST qrHIE AT

He was picked up by Turkish enforcement organisations following inputs from Indian
agencies.

HRA TSIt & Tl $e79¢ o a1 39 Johl Jdclel Toifdl o gehsT|
Earlier, an Interpol Red Notice had been issued against him in 2024 at India’s request.

TES TR & Y I 2024 H 38 eAh geder 33 Afew ST fevam arar |

“Over the years, Dola had established a major transnational drug trafficking syndicate
spanning a number of countries in the Middle East [West Asia], Africa, and Europe.

“TTell & SYelT o Ueh ST ITCRATSET 39T Eehdl TfSehe T foham o, St #ex qd [qRes
m,mma@wwgmﬁm@m

His two-decade-long criminal antecedents include direct involvement in cases pertaining to
multiple high-value seizures of heroin, charas, mephedrone, mandrax and
methamphetamine in Maharashtra and Gujarat,” the NCB said, adding that he is also
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wanted by the Anti-Terrorism Squad of Gujarat.
3 &Y G ol TR ReprE 7 AgRTSE 3R IoRTeT 3 HE 72 A 7§05, 7, ABI,
ARFH 3 AYTHBECTHTST T STecit 7 TcgeT Gloreddr enfae §,” NCB = &gr, 3R et fh ag
TSI TE-SINH FFaTs 1 3 qifSc B

e Born in 1966 in the Byculla area of Mumbai, Dola was first arrested at the Mumbai airport on
the charge of trying to smuggle mandrax tablets.

1966 # FHS o HIAGAT &7 H ST=A STell I Tgell IR HIS §aTS 3758 W HZFH eaoleq $
TERU & I & 3R F FREaR fomar arr an|

e In 2017, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) linked him to gutkha smuggling via
Guijarat's Pipavav port.

2017 ¥ SRERFERE 3% W+ Sefaai® (DRI) & 3 I[Nl o Rrdramg detemg & SR qear

REETURRSICH

9,400 accounts banned for
being linked to digital arrests

In documents before Supreme Court, WhatsApp says its probe began from the initial input from

govt. sources to identify and run down the creators or administrators behind scam operations

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

ocuments placed
on record in the
Supreme  Court

show WhatsApp asserting
to the Home Ministry that
it detected and banned up
to 9,400 accounts linked to
“digital arrests” and “law
enforcement impersona-
tions” after independent
investigations.

The platform said it had
focused on bringing down
the entire network of
scamsters, mostly active in
Cambodia.

Not isolated

Warning signals sent from
probe agencies and the Un-
ion government are not
treated as isolated or one-
off reports, but as a “seed”
to map and disrupt the en-
tire criminal network, the
platform said.

The platform said its
probe fanned out from the
initial “seed” input from
government sources to
identify and run down the
creators or administrators
behind scam operations
such as digital arrests or ac-
counts actively promoting
scam  activity  within
groups and channels.

The  communication
between WhatsApp and
the Home Ministry was an-
nexed to a status report
filed on behalf of the In-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Curbing virtual fraud

The government and industry stakeholders are taking
coordinated measures to fight digital scams

= WhatsApp is working
on SIM binding — linking
the account with physical
SIM card — to detect SIM
swapping and cloning

= Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning
systems being used to
detect impersonation of
law enforcement agencies,
misuse of official logos
and synthetic content

dian Cybercrime Coordina-
tion Centre (I14C) by the Mi-
nistry. Attorney-General R.
Venkataramani appears for
the Ministry in the Su-
preme Court.

The report said several
steps were discussed in a
meeting convened by the
Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee under the chair-
manship of the Special Se-
cretary (Internal Security)
in March. WhatsApp, along
with major telecom service
providers (TSPs) such as
Airtel, Vodafone-Idea, Re-
liance Jio, and BSNL, were
invited.

WhatsApp said its work
on SIM binding — linking
the account with the physi-
cal SIM card — was on and
the platform would comp-
ly with the provisions of
the Information Technolo-
gy (Intermediary Guide-
lines and Digital Media Eth-

= Impersonation patterns are
systematically tracked to send
warnings to users

ics Code) Rules, 2021.
These include the provi-
sions related to identifica-
tion and labelling of ‘Syn-
thetically Generated
Information® (SGI) com-
monly used in video calls
made for “digital arrests’.
The Ministry and other
stakeholders also agreed
on introducing mechan-
isms for identifying and
blocking device IDs used in
digital arrest scams. What-
sApp said it would conti-
nue to strengthen Artificial
Intelligence/Machine
Learning-based systems to
detect impersonation of
law enforcement agencies,
misuse of official logos and
synthetic content.

Detection models

The report said the online
platform has introduced
detection models and
warning mechanisms to
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identify  impersonation
patterns and alert users. It
had further agreed to re-
tain data of deleted ac-
counts for a minimum pe-
riod of 180 days to assist
law enforcement
investigations.

Recently, Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant had
flagged digital arrest scams
the “most disturbing” and
lethal among cybercrimes,
which not only result in
merely financial loss to vic-
tims but also a “blistering
sense of violation”. The CJI
had said that such crimes
must not be seen as mere
economic offences, but an
offence against human
dignity.

The Home Ministry had
clocked over 2.41 lakh com-
plaints related to digital ar-
rests scams alone, involv-
ing losses of approximately
30,000 crore.

The CJI's Bench had ta-
ken suo motu cognisance of
digital arrests scams in Ja-
nuary this year, saying that
victims were psychologi-
cally coerced by fraudsters
dressed up convincingly as
police officers and judicial
officers to cough up huge
sums of their savings to av-
ert fictional arrests or pun-
itive action. One of the cas-
es before the Supreme
Court was that of a 78-year-
old woman lawyer, who
was duped by fraudsters in
a digital arrest scam.
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29A. 9,400 accounts banned for being linked to digital arrests

fBforee 3nTe & 3 @11 9N 9,400 @ral W wfAeer ST arm

Documents before the Supreme Court show WhatsApp asserting to the Home Ministry that
it detected and banned up to 9,400 accounts linked to “digital arrests” and “law enforcement
impersonations” after independent investigations.

FAH FIE & FHET TEI aEcldoit H WhatsApp & I HATerd i ST foh 3 T e o
aTg “fefSieer 3RT” 3R “Hiefed Taciel I ehol T S T 9,400 @1l T 9dT ST 3og
gfasted fema|

The platform said it had focused on bringing down the entire network of scamsters, mostly
active in Cambodia.

CACTHIA & el 7o 38T TT T & FANSAT H Tlchd Thet Acash i GU g WA Flel T ETa
igd fomam|

Not isolated
3TTIT-A AT ATHET g1

Warning signals sent from probe agencies and the Union government are not treated as
isolated or one-off reports, but as a “seed” to map and disrupt the entire criminal network, the
platform said.

S ToifaAT 3R dhg TR A A 3T AATIAT Hebdl Pl ITEIT-3T619T AT Teh §R T RAIE G ATAT
ST, e QR TR Aeadh sl 7Y 3N Caed el o [T “disr” & & H 3uANT fomr ST e,
CICWhIH o T

The platform said its probe fanned out from the initial “seed” input from government sources

to identify and run down the creators or administrators behind scam operations such as digital
arrests or accounts actively promoting scam activity within groups and channels.

CACTHIH o gl foh SHRT STeT AIHR & YB3 “sIoT” FAYE T YE glehd 3o ollelt hT gganret 3R
FHRATS e thell it 3ToTeer 3REe oI werall a1 wepgt 31X Aetell 7 @t &9 & wha arfafafer
JordT &t Tl Wil & NS |

The communication between WhatsApp and the Home Ministry was annexed to a status
report filed on behalf of the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre (14C) by the Ministry.

WhatsApp 3R I[g HATer & o< &7 HOR FATI GaNT HRATT HIFaR FIFH HIASTerT HeX
(14C) & 3R & gif@er Tt R & aryr Foee fomar |

Attorney-General R. Venkataramani appears for the Ministry in the Supreme Court.

G PIE F FATCT HY 3 W Tl SToITel 3. THeTHTN 92 T

The report said several steps were discussed in a meeting convened by the Inter-
Departmental Committee under the chairmanship of the Special Secretary (Internal
Security) in March.

RatE 2 gt I T e 7 R wfo (srafe gram) &1 srezerar 7 aifed star-fasmeir
AfATY T Soh F F$ FeAl W AT $Hr TS|

WhatsApp, along with major telecom service providers (TSPs) such as Airtel, Vodafone-
Idea, Reliance Jio, and BSNL, were invited.

WhatsApp I 9@ eellehle JaT Jerdiait (Airtel, Vodafone-Idea, Reliance Jio iR BSNL) &

ATY AT forar Imm|

WhatsApp said its work on SIM binding — linking the account with the physical SIM card —
was on and the platform would comply with the provisions of the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

WhatsApp & gl foh 38T SIM binding (@1 & $ife T8H FI1S T SASAT) I H1H SIRT § 3R
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a6 FA= Slefady (Frearey fanfader s RBforee Afdar smaw @it e, 2021 1 ares
|

e These include the provisions related to identification and labelling of ‘Synthetically
Generated Information (SGI)’ commonly used in video calls made for ‘digital arrests’.

gt AT T ¥ 3cqer YA (SGI)’ T uginet 3N Aafeler & HafRrd graene enfder §, S
f3fSTee 3T & AT fFT STy aTer Af3AT Sier 3 36T AR R 39T @ &

e The Ministry and other stakeholders also agreed on introducing mechanisms for identifying
and blocking device IDs used in digital arrest scams.

HAT 3R 37T fRauRept & fB3feee 3RTe Oieral & 39AT gl arel f3arsd 3mssr $r ygast
3R saltfeher & foT da A fd e W Tgafa sTas|

o WhatsApp said it would continue to strengthen Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning-
based systems to detect impersonation of law enforcement agencies, misuse of official logos
and synthetic content.

WhatsApp & &gl o G hiefel Tdciel ToiTerdl hl sfehel, 3TN eiialT & geaiT AR [Fdfes
T T Tl ST & foIT 3191 3mfefpfrrer gefasia/meier afetr smenfa Rwew 1 7o
HAT I |

Detection models
qgdTe ATSel

e The report said the online platform has introduced detection models and warning mechanisms
to identify impersonation patterns and alert users.

RATE 7 gT 31T foh HTATSA TolcWhia of wAehel o UeaT ST TgdTe 3R 3TANTRATIN Sl AT et
o fore f3eereret Alsel 3R ddTast O & v g1

e |t had further agreed to retain data of deleted accounts for a minimum period of 180 days to
assist law enforcement investigations.
S Shlefed Tciel Sirdl 3 TEIIT & ToIT §EIT I1T WAl T 3T A F e 180 it cieh FRiaTT

@ W) & dgAfaT & 8l

o Recently, Chief Justice of India Surya Kant had flagged digital arrest scams the “most
disturbing” and lethal among cybercrimes, which not only result in merely financial loss to
victims but also a “blistering sense of violation”.

gTeT 81 & $IRd & HTT =Tl §F i o 3fsieel 3R Gerell I e’ IRmEt & ‘e
Rraretes” 3R oTde a3 T, S Fad Wg%ﬂld &1 8T ST NSl F “IEL Seoded T
AT o YT e B

e The CJI had said that such crimes must not be seen as mere economic offences, but an
offence against human dignity.

CJI o g AT for U 37T it hael 3T 319 78T S AT ITRAT F f@ATH 39T AT
EIGIREIRY

e The Home Ministry had clocked over 2.41 lakh complaints related to digital arrests scams
alone, involving losses of approximately ¥30,000 crore.

[E AATET 7 dhaol [Sfoiee 3RET dieTdl & Faftd 2.41 arE & 3rftre R go1 1 8, foered
STATSTaT 30,000 ardga:rwgm%l

e The CJI's Bench had taken suo motu cognisance of digital arrests scams in January this
year, saying that victims were psychologically coerced by fraudsters dressed up convincingly
as police officers and judicial officers to cough up huge sums of their savings to avert fictional
arrests or punitive action.

CJI F1 415 & 37 IV ST H f3fSeer 3RTe gierdl FT Fad: AT (suo motu) foram o, Sae
gl 1T T Toh TS b aTehell gierg 3R =aieh TRl & &9 & 4T gl aTel 321t gaRT
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One of the cases before the Supreme Court was that of a 78-year-old woman lawyer, who
was duped by fraudsters in a digital arrest scam.
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Funeral held across LoC revives
call to reopen crossing points

Peerzada Ashig

SRINAGAR

When Raja Liaquat Ali
Khan died of a heart attack
on April 26, his divided fa-
mily gathered on both
banks of the 300-foot-wide
Kishanganga river to con-
duct a unique funeral that
has renewed the spotlight
on the closed crossing-
points across the Line of
Control (LoC) in Kashmir.

Khan was a resident of
Kupwara’s Keran village,
which borders the LoC. Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) lies on the other
side, where the river is
known as the Neelam.
Khan’s brothers and sisters
living on the PoK side were
forced to bid him farewell
from a distance, watching
the funeral from across the
waters.

A part of the Kishanganga river
flows along the Line of Control.

Avideo of the funeral, in
which Khan’s brothers and
sisters can be seen waving
at the coffin, has gone viral
online, with netizens on
both sides of the LoC de-
manding a review of the
current policy which has
prevented such divided fa-
milies from meetings at the
erstwhile crossing-points.

Ravinder Pandita, presi-
dent of the All-India Kash-

miri Samaj (AIKS), said,
“The deceased’s sisters
and other family members
crossed into PoK in 1989-
90 during the militancy
turmoil. The divided fami-
lies, however, were helped
by former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on hu-
manitarian grounds. They
were allowed to meet each
other on LoC on permit,
which stands inoperational
since 2019 after the Bala-
kote strikes.”

In 2019, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) sus-
pended the cross-LoC
trade over allegations of
“funnelling of illegal wea-
pons, narcotics and fake
currency”. It also ended
the cross-LoC bus service,
which had been started
between Srinagar and Mu-
zaffarabad on April 7,
2005.

29A. Funeral held across LoC revives call to reopen crossing points

TSI & IR GIHT AT GEHR, FIRAIT G5CH QITRT @relal T AT o

When Raja Liaquat Ali Khan died of a heart attack on April 26, his divided family gathered
on both banks of the 300-foot-wide Kishanganga river to conduct a unique funeral that has

renewed the spotlight on the closed crossing points across the Line of Control (LoC) in

Kashmir.

19 TST foraTehet 3relt @et Y 26 31¥¥er Y fefer T &RT ISt & FY &1 718, A Seeht faenfora
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Khan was a resident of Kupwara’s Keran village, which borders the LoC.

WIef FHUaTS] & I 79 & fIarel 3, S TersiRh & wer g3 g

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) lies on the other side, where the river is known as the
Neelam.

g 3 arfEaTer g AR (PoK) &, ST8T 3 AT Y AtersT et STl &

Khan'’s brothers and sisters living on the PoK side were forced to bid him farewell from a
distance, watching the funeral from across the waters.

TTeT & HIS-T6e1 o1t PoK T 3R 6 §, 376 G U &1 3o¢ 1aaT ahdall I97 3R I 7Y & IR & 3ifas
HEFR ST B

A video of the funeral, in which Khan’s brothers and sisters can be seen waving at the coffin,
has gone viral online, with netizens on both sides of the LoC demanding a review of the

current policy which has prevented such divided families from meeting at the erstwhile
crossing points.

3 PR 1 U A3, Forasd Wiet & H1$-8T T 1 3R grr fgerra fewa 8, siferenss
AT &Y 31T §, AR T3y & St 3R & et Alerer A S aEat A AT w1 @ E T
fasnfora afkaRt 1 uger & Fifder diged TR Al & AHr

Ravinder Pandita, president of the All-India Kashmiri Samaj (AIKS), said,

AT AR FAH FATS (AIKS) & 3regeT e 9fEar = Fgr,

“The deceased’s sisters and other family members crossed into PoK in 1989-90 during the
militancy turmoil.

“FcTeh T g1 3R e TRAR & HEET 1989-90 F 33ATG & NIt PoK 3 ey 31T &

The divided families, however, were helped by former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
on humanitarian grounds.

grenifer fenfora aRaRT 1 Aeg g yerrew = reer fagrY arerddt & Arerd 3muw a3 & oY

They were allowed to meet each other on LoC on permit, which stands inoperational since
2019 after the Balakote strikes.”

3¢ WRIAT TR TAIE 0T Helet T 317aAfcr & a1$ oY, St 2019 & ATATRIE FEBF & a1 5e ¢l

In 2019, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) suspended the cross-LoC trade over allegations
of “funnelling of illegal weapons, narcotics and fake currency”.

2019 #, I[g HATeIT (MHA) & “313T §RIIRY, w¥efier uerdf 3R ehell el o Jare” & Rt &
el SHIT-T3T SR ot fAefad e feam 2|

It also ended the cross-LoC bus service, which had been started between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad on April 7, 2005.

SH hIG-TIIHET a8 FaT 1 3 FATCT Y o, S 7 318rer 2005 1 Aot 3R Aorwmare
ST & &1 a7g |
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