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29A. Bangladesh starts fuelling its 
first nuclear plant in landmark move 

                         म म            
  म          म                    

 Bangladesh has begun loading uranium 
fuel into its first nuclear power station on 
Tuesday, a key step towards bringing the 2,400 
MW plant online to ease pressure on the 

overstretched power grid. 

                                     म         
                म                         ,    
2,400 म                                     ए  

                                            
                           

 The Rooppur nuclear plant, built with 
loans from Russia, could meet 10% of the 

power demands of the South Asian nation. 

         म         ,            ऋ                 ,      ए             10%       
म                        

29A. Iraq appoints newcomer as next PM amid U.S. pressure 

  म                           ए                   म                

 Iraq‟s newly-elected President Nizar Amede nominated businessman and 
political newcomer Ali al-Zaidi as Prime Minister-designate on Monday, after the 
country‟s leaders yielded to U.S. pressure not to support the bid of a former premier 

close to Iran. 

                                   म                         औ                    

      -            म   -   म      ,                                                    
                     ए  म                       ए  

 The Coordination Framework, an alliance of Shia factions, had initially 
backed Nouri al-Maliki but an 
ultimatum by U.S. President Donald 
Trump left Iraqi leaders looking 

elsewhere. 

              म   ,                 
         ,                    -म      
                ,        म      
                                      

                                      

29A. Kothari masters Advani 

to retain IBSF World billiards crown 

                           IBSF               

                 

 Sourav Kothari continued his reign as the 
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International Billiards and Snooker Federation (IBSF) World billiards champion by 
getting the better of Pankaj Advani 1133-477 in the summit clash that lasted just over 205 

minutes at Carlow, Ireland, on Tuesday. 

                IBSF                                                      ए                
1133-477         ,                                               205                  
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29A. Prehistoric rock painting site found in 
Nilgiris district 

              म                           म   

 The Yaakai Heritage Trust has reported the re-
discovery of a prehistoric rock painting site in the 

Nilgiris district. 

                                      ए                  

                                     
 The site, situated near the famous rock art site of 

Vellarikombai village in Kotagiri, is sacred to Irula and 
Kurumba indigenous communities, and was reportedly 
rediscovered by Sudhakar Nalliyappan and Kumaravel 
Ramasamy during a recent field survey. 

                                                      
                  ,         औ                  म         
  ए        , औ                  ए                    
         औ    म        म   म                            
        

 “The newly identified site, known locally among 
tribal communities as „Oor Pare‟, lies northwest of 

Vellarikkombai. 

 “                     ,                                
„       ‟                       ,                   -         
         

 The region is already known for important rock art 
locations such as Eluthuparai and Tholikkiparai, which 

have previously drawn scholarly attention,” the Yaakai 
Heritage Site said in a statement. 

                   ए         औ                            
                  ए             ,                         
                   ,”                       ए          
     

30 identifiable figures 

 30                         

 They stated that around 30 identifiable figures 

had been recorded, along with several faint and unclear 
forms. 

                      30                                 ,                  औ        

                
 “All the paintings are executed in red ochre,” they said. 

 “                (red ochre)       ए  ए   ,”             
 The figures include anthropomorphic (human-like) figures with conical headdress, 

human forms, elongated-limbed figures, ladder-like body structures and ritual symbols 
consisting of dot-filled rectangular patterns. 

               म         (anthropomorphic)         ,             -                    , 
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       ,                        ,                     ए  औ       -                       
                         

 “These visual elements suggest strong associations with supernatural beliefs and ritual 
practices of prehistoric communities,” the statement said. 

 “                                         म        औ                                 

         ,”                  
RED OCHRE 

 Red Ochre is a naturally occurring earth pigment composed primarily of iron oxide 

(hematite), giving it a characteristic reddish color. 

 It is one of the oldest known pigments used by humans, with evidence dating back to the 

Palaeolithic Age (around 100,000 years ago). 

 Red ochre holds immense importance in prehistoric art, burial practices, and early 

human symbolism. 

Composition and Nature 

 It is found in natural soil deposits, rocks, and mineral-rich areas. 

 The pigment is non-toxic, stable, and long-lasting, making it ideal for artistic and ritual use. 

Prehistoric Use 

 Red ochre was widely used by early humans during the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic 

periods. 

 It was applied in cave paintings, body decoration, and symbolic rituals. 

 Archaeological evidence shows its use in Africa, Europe, and Asia, indicating early human 

cognitive development. 

Burial Practices 

 Red ochre was often used in burial rituals, where bodies were covered with the pigment. 

 This practice symbolized life, blood, and rebirth, reflecting early spiritual beliefs. 

 Example includes prehistoric burial sites in Europe and Africa where skeletons were found 

coated with ochre. 

Rock Art and Cave Paintings 

 Red ochre was a primary pigment used in famous prehistoric sites such as: 

 Lascaux caves in France 

 Altamira caves in Spain 

 In India, Bhimbetka paintings (recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site) prominently 

feature red ochre. 
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29A. ‗Why should third parties challenge faith or rituals in places of worship?‘ 

 ‗          म                                                      ए?‘ 

 The direct descendant in the Chishti–Nizami lineage associated with the Dargah of Hazrat 
Khwaja Nizamuddin Aulia in Delhi found common ground with the devotees and foster 
family of Lord Ayyappa, the deity at Sabarimala temple in Kerala, when he submitted in the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday that the faith of a believer could not yield to the whim of a third-
party interloper or a tourist to walk into the sanctum sanctorum. 

       म                 म      औ                           –    म                      
            म    म                                  औ                               ,    

                      म                                                                    
                        (sanctum sanctorum)              ए                

 Mr. Pasha said the case of the dargah stemmed from an incident of a woman law student 
attempting to enter the sanctum sanctorum of the dargah in declaration of her rights under 
the Sabarimala judgment. 

                                                             ए                      
    म                                             ए                                      

         
 Mr. Pasha said the mere fact that members of other faiths were not banned from entry 

did not take away the denominational character of a religious place of worship. 

                                                                              ,             

                                      
 Mr. Pasha argued that core religious practices were impervious to social reforms and outside 

the reach of the State. 

                                      ए                                    औ                   
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29A. Researcher on a quest to decipher ancient Iran 
script 

                      म        म              

 While a modern-day war has focused the world‟s attention 
on Iran, for French archaeologist Francois Desset it was a 

millennia-old mystery that drew him to the country. 

                                                         ,      
                                     ए                             
                                     

 His quest: to decipher the 4,000-year-old writing system 
of Linear Elamite that had long been considered impossible to 

crack. 

         : 4,000                              ए  म       
     ,                                     

 “Of all the writing systems used in Iran, the only one that is 
truly local — developed within the territory we now call Iran — is 
Linear Elamite,” the 43-year-old told AFP, at his office at 
Belgium‟s University of Liege. 

 “                                       ,             ए  म    

                      —                                ,” 43      

                                 AFP           
 “All the others — cuneiform, the Arabic alphabet, or the 

Greek alphabet — were imported from the west.” 

 “        —        म ,          ,             —               

          ” 
 Made up of 77 signs — diamonds, curves, and other 

geometric patterns — the writing system comes from the Bronze 
Age civilisation of Elam that long ago vanished from the region. 

               77       —     ,    औ                       — 

          औ  ए  म                                 ,                
         

 Rediscovered in 1903 by a French mission exploring the archaeological site of Susa, it had 

stumped experts who only had a handful of sources to work with. 

     1903                                         ए                              , औ        

                                   ए     
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29A. Rahul meets Nicobarese community, promises to fight against infra 
project 

                    म        म         ,                                          
     

 A draft master plan envisions the island as a tourism-reliant economy by 2055. 

 ए                     2055                    -                                      
                   

ANDAMAN &NICOBAR ISLANDS (A&N) 

 Are two groups of Islands Northern part is known as 

Andaman and the southern part is called Nicobar  

 Duncan's passage divides Great Andaman and Little 

Andaman.  

 The northernmost island of Andaman is known as Cocos 

Island. Cocos Island belongs to Myanmar divided by 

the coco channel.  

 South of the coco channel there are three larger Island 

that are North Andaman, Southern Andaman, and 

Middle Andaman connected by National Highway 223 

(known as the Grand Trunk road of Andaman (GTA)) 

 The capital city of A&N, Port Blair located in South 

Andaman.  

 To the east of the North Andaman volcanic Island Narcondan islands is located. To the east of 

the Middle Andaman, the only active Volcano in India Barren Island is located. 

 To the south of Great Andaman, the little Andaman is located. They are separated by the Dunkan 

channel. 

 10-degree channel separates both Andaman and Nicobar.   

 There are two important islands of Nicobars, the Car Nicobar, and the Great Nicobar. The 

southernmost tip of the Great Nicobar is known as the Pigmalian Point/Indira Point that 

submerged in 2004. 

 Human Activities: two important races Negroid and Mongoloid are found in the region. Negroid 

are completely restricted to the Andaman and Mongoloids are restricted to the Nicobar. 

 Negroid (Andaman Islands)Tribes found are Jarawa, Sentinelese, Onge, and Andamanese 

 Mongoloid (Nicobar island) Tribes found are Nicobareses, Shompens  

 The main occupation of people are fishing, collecting Forest produce, coconut and coir, and 

tourism. 

 Certain Islands of the A&N have been renamed. 

 Ross Island is renamed Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island. 

 Havelock Island was renamed Swaraj Island. 

 Neil Island renamed as the Shaheed island 
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29A. A face of Pompeii 

           ए        

 Archaeologists in Italy‘s Pompeii 
have for the first time used artificial 
intelligence (AI) to reconstruct the 
appearance of one of the victims of the 
volcanic eruption that destroyed the 
ancient Roman city nearly 2,000 years ago. 

                                          
    म      म   (AI)                  

                    ए                   
                  ,            2,000     
                                       

 The AI-generated image, released 
by the Pompeii Archaeological Park on 
Monday, shows a man ducking for cover 
while holding a large bowl over his head, 
with a flaming Mt Vesuvius in the 

background. 

                                            
      AI-   म          ए                 
   ए                          ए            
  ,                           म              

               
 He was also carrying a lamp and 

10 bronze coins, the park said. 

              ,             ए       औ  10                              
 “If used well, AI can contribute to a renewal of classical studies, illustrating the classical world 

in a more immersive way,” the head of the archaeological park, Gabriel Zuchtriegel, said in a 
statement. 

                                           ए             , “                            ए,    
AI                                               औ                                   
                 ” 

 The once-thriving city of Pompeii, about 25 km southeast of Naples, was buried in the 
eruption of Mt Vesuvius in AD 79, preserving buildings, objects and graffiti under metres of 
ash. 

                        ,                  25          -               ,          79          

                                   ,             ,     ए  औ          (graffiti)                
                ए  

 Rediscovered in the 18th century, it is now one of the world‟s most significant archaeological 
sites, and one of the most popular tourist sites in Italy, with 4.3 million visitors in 2024, 
according to the latest statistics. 

18                                   ,                                                   ए     
औ                                            ,                             2024    4.3 

 म             ए  
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GS Paper II: Polity 29 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29A A recusal test the Delhi High Court failed 

ए                  म                              
29A The RTE Act and the idea of social inclusion 

            म औ    म      म                  
 

 

 
29A.  A recusal test the Delhi High Court failed 

ए                  म                              

 Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma of the Delhi High Court refused to recuse herself from 
hearing the Delhi liquor policy case — Central Bureau Of Investigation vs Kuldeep 
Singh and Ors. (April 20, 2026) — involving the former Chief Minister of Delhi, Arvind 
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Kejriwal, and others. 

                                           म                        म म   —               

               म             ए       (20     , 2026) —                               
(           )                 ,                                                             

    
 The prominent grounds cited in his plea included adverse findings by the judge in earlier 

proceedings in the same case; the judge‟s alleged ideological proclivity, as reflected in her 
attendance at events organised by the Akhil Bharatiya Adhivakta Parishad (ABAP); 

                                      —                                                  ए  ए 

             ;                               ,                              (ABAP)    
                                          ; 

 (a lawyers‟ organisation inclined towards the political philosophy of the ruling regime at 
the Centre); 

(                                                                     ए                 

  ); 

 The law on recusal of a judge is not codified in India. 

                                                                
 It is more an ethical issue than a technical one. 

   ए         म        औ             म         
 The 19th century idea about judges, with its Victorian overtones, is reflected in the British 

case of Leeson vs General Council of Medical Education and Registration (1889) where 
Lord Bowen said that like Caesar‘s wife, judges should be above suspicion. 

                     19                  ,                              ,             
Leeson vs General Council of Medical Education and Registration (1889)            

       ,                                                                              ए  
 The proverbial idea that justice should not only be done but also be seen to have been 

done was articulated by Lord Hewart in R vs Sussex Justices (1923). 

                                                    ए             ए                   ए,      
             R vs Sussex Justices (1923)                       

 What transpired in the Delhi High Court exposes the risk of judges not strictly adhering to the 
Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct, the draft of which was finalised at the Round 
Table Meeting at The Hague in 2002. 

                           ,                                                       

                                           ,            2002 म      म            म        

                         
 They enumerate independence, impartiality, integrity, propriety, equality, competence 

and diligence as accepted judicial values. 

                      ,        ,  म      ,        ,  म    ,      औ      म           

       म                                   
 Among other things, they say that “a judge shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of 

impropriety in all of the judge‘s activities”. 

                         “ए                                           औ               
            ए ” 

 In Ranjit Thakur vs Union Of India And Ors. (1987), the Supreme Court of India explained 
that the „proper approach‟ for a judge when faced with a request for recusal “is not to look at 
his own mind and ask himself, however, honestly, „Am I biased?‟, but to look at the mind of 
the party before him”. 
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Ranj             म          ए       (1987)   ,                                            
              ए                                     „            ‟                       
             ,                   , „    म            ?‟,                                   
                     ए  

 In P.K. Ghosh, I.A.S. and Ant. vs J.G. Rajput (1995) the Court said that when the litigant 
feels on reasonable basis that a particular judge should not hear his case, and when there 
are alternatives, recusal by the judge is the appropriate course, for maintaining public 
confidence in the system. 

  .  .    ,   .ए.ए . ए          म   .  .        (1995)                                     
                म                                                    , औ           

        ,                                    म      ,                  म                  

         
 In State Of Punjab vs Davinder Pal Singh Bhullar and Ors. Etc. (2011), the Court said that 

“a mere ground of appearance of bias and not actual bias is enough to vitiate the 
judgment/order”. 

              म                       ए       (2011)                                    
                ,                         ,      /                        ए            

 In Supreme Court Advocates-On-Record Association vs Union Of India (2015), the Court 
reiterated some of the judicial values. 

    म      ए       -  -       ए    ए      म          (2015)                          

म                      
 The judgment said, “The simple question is, whether the adjudication by the Judge 

concerned, would cause a reasonable doubt in the mind of a reasonably informed litigant 
and fair-minded public as to his impartiality.” 

                , “                                                           , ए   म     

                          औ          म                                             

            ” 
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29A. The RTE Act and the idea of social inclusion 

            म औ    म      म                  

Right to Education and Social Integration /                औ    म     ए      

 In its January 2026 judgment, the Supreme Court of India reaffirmed the purpose of 
Section 12(1)(c) of the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, the landmark provision that 
reserves 25% of seats in private schools for students from economically weaker sections 
and socially disadvantaged groups. 

           2026            ,                                         (RTE)       म, 

2009         12(1)(c)                           ,    ए                     औ                 
         म  25%                   म        औ    म                  म         ए           

 In words that are deeply symbolic, the Court observed that this provision makes it possible for 
“the child of a multi-millionaire or even of a Judge of the Supreme Court of India to sit in 
the same classroom and at the same bench as the child of an autorickshaw driver or a 
street vendor”. 

                         ,                             “ए     -                      

                                             औ                                    ,      ए  

   -                                          ” 
 The judgment reasserted that this provision is a deliberate constitutional strategy to 

operationalise equality of status by creating shared learning spaces for all children. 

                                                   ए                               
 म                     ए                                 

 But at stake is not simply where a child studies, but whether the circumstances of their 
birth continue to determine the boundaries of their social world. 
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                                                ,                          म                
       म                म                            

A constitutional strategy / ए                   

 Despite its intent, Section 12(1)(c) is frequently mischaracterised as a tool to promote 
private schooling or to allow the state to outsource its constitutional duty to public 
education, citing falling government school enrolment alongside rising private school 
admissions. 

                     ,      12(1)(c)                                                        
                                                                              ,             
      म    म     म         औ             म                                   

 This reading is misplaced. 

            म      
 First, Section 12(1)(c) does not dilute the state‟s duty to invest in public schools, but 

recognises that the right to free and compulsory elementary education, and the creation 
of shared learning spaces, must be realised within a schooling ecosystem where private 
schools are not incidental actors but natural participants in fulfilling a constitutional 
mandate. 

    ,      12(1)(c)                         म                                      ,         

                          औ              म                                          म    

ए                                 ए,                       म                            
  ,                                      

 The RTE Act does not create a zero-sum contest between public and private institutions; it 
seeks to foster integrated educational spaces. 

RTE       म          औ                          -                        ,         

ए                                     
 Declining admissions in government schools are rooted in deeper concerns around 

infrastructure, teacher presence, and perceived quality — not in Section 12(1)(c) itself. 

                                                ,                 , औ                          
          ए     —                12(1)(c)  

Evidence from the ground /  म         

 Since its rollout, over five million children have walked through the doors of educational 
spaces previously out of reach, with retention rates averaging over 90%. 

                        ,       म                                            ए                 
                , औ             90%                 

 In cities such as Delhi and Ahmedabad, blended classrooms are no longer exceptions; 
they are the norm. 

      औ    म                  ,  म       ए                    ,           म              

       
 Research (such as that by Rao, Gautam, 2019) indicates that mixed classrooms lead to 

increased generosity, reduced discrimination, and stronger pro-social behaviour, without 
any adverse impact on academic outcomes or classroom discipline. 

         (        ,    म, 2019)                  म       ए             ,          , औ  
        म                            ,                  म                                
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 They provide access to social capital, previously unexplored aspirations, peer networks, 
and institutional cultures. 

          म          ,          ए       ए ,              , औ                                

         
 These experiences translate into higher self-belief, enhanced ambition, and a broader 

worldview. 

               म      ,         म         , औ                                      

Acknowledging challenges /                     

 There is no denying the challenges that persist in the implementation of Section 12(1)(c). 

     12(1)(c)                                                              
 Some private schools continue to resist full inclusion, while families often bear hidden 

costs for uniforms, books and materials. 

                             म                      ,                            म ,        
औ    म        ए                                 

 Implementation remains uneven across States, with persistent gaps in transparency, 
grievance redress, and last-mile outreach and disbursements. 

                म    म             ,               ,              , औ      म              

ए                              ए     
 State-driven digital admission systems and improved monitoring mechanisms — 

particularly in Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Delhi — have significantly strengthened access and 
accountability. 

    -                        औ                    —                    ,        औ        
   —          औ                                  

 The Court‟s reaffirmation of Section 12(1)(c) makes clear that it is neither a retreat from 
public education nor an endorsement of private schooling. 

                   12(1)(c)                                                                
        औ                     म     

 States must ensure timely reimbursements, remove hidden costs by private schools, 
strengthen grievance redress, and enforce inclusion norms so that equality is 
experienced. 

          म                                ए,                        ए  ए             
          ए,                  म              ए, औ   म         म                      ए, 

      म                              
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29A Odisha acts fast after tribal man carries sister‘s remains to bank 
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29A. Odisha acts fast after tribal man carries sister‘s remains to bank 

       म                                                                       
           

 A day after a tribal man in Odisha‟s Keonjhar district carried his deceased sister‟s skeletal 

remains to a bank as proof of death in order to withdraw money from her account, the 
administration moved with unusual alacrity on Tuesday, completing all formalities and 
disbursing the payment within a single day. 

                         ए                                                               
                                                ए         ,                                  
      औ      औ        ए          ए                                 

 Disturbing visuals of Jitu Munda of Diananali village under Patna block in Keonjhar district 

walking through the streets with the skeletal remains slung over his shoulder had gone viral, 
triggering widespread outrage. 

                                                    म                                        
       ए                     ए   ,                           

 “We issued the death certificate in the morning. 

 “          म      म                 
 The local tahsildar verified family details through the revenue inspector and promptly issued 

the legal heir certificate. 
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                                                                           औ               
            म                 

 Subsequently, bank officials handed over ₹19,300 to the family members,” said Manas 
Dandpat, Block Development Officer of Patna block. 

                                              ₹19,300       ए,”              म        , 

                           
 The Keonjhar district administration initiated a probe into the circumstances that forced Mr. 

Munda to carry the skeletal remains in full public view. 

                                                  ,                                          

                   ए             
 The incident occurred when Mr. Munda approached Odisha Grameen Bank, a regional rural 

bank sponsored by Indian Overseas Bank, to withdraw money from the account of his sister, 
Kalara Munda, who had died two months ago. 

                                           म    ,                                     ,            
                  ए         म      ,                                    ए              

      ,         
 Asked by bank authorities to furnish necessary documents for withdrawal from a deceased 

person‟s account, Mr. Munda, unaware of banking procedures, dug up his sister‟s burial site, 
exhumed the skeletal remains, and walked about 2.5 km to the bank. 

                                                            ए                            , 
                                                     ,              औ       2.5           

                 
 In a statement, Indian Overseas Bank said, “Bank‟s intention was to protect monies in the 

account of the poor tribal woman. There is no case of any harassment.” 

ए                                  , “                                                   

                                                             ” 

MINERAL RESOURCES KEONJHAR 

 Keonjhar is one of India‟s richest mineral districts, especially for: 

 Iron Ore 

 Major deposits found in Barbil–Joda belt 

 Odisha is the largest producer of iron ore in India, and Keonjhar is a key contributor 

 Manganese: Important reserves present in the district 

 Other Minerals: Chromite, limestone, and quartzite 

 Keonjhar plays a major role in India‟s steel industry supply chain 

 The district has a mix of: 
• Red soils and lateritic soils in uplands 
• Alluvial soils in river valleys 

 Keonjhar has a high proportion of Scheduled Tribes, including: 

• Juang 
• Bhuyan 
• Santhal 
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GS Paper II: International Relations 29 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29A UAE announces exit from OPEC group weakening cartel‘s bargaining power 

 UAE    OPEC  म                             ,                          म    म        

29A Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO approach to eliminate terrorism 

                            म              ए SCO    ए                            
29A The tragedy of recurring Rohingya refugee deaths 

                         -              म             
29A Blocking of Meta‘s AI start-up buy ups risk for China tech deals 

 Meta    AI      -                                         ए     म 

29A Israel using water access as a weapon in Gaza: MSF report 

      म                                म      म                   : MSF        
29A UAE announces exit from OPEC group weakening cartel‘s bargaining power 

 UAE    OPEC  म                             ,                          म    म        

29A Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO approach to eliminate terrorism 

                            म              ए SCO    ए                            
29A The tragedy of recurring Rohingya refugee deaths 

                         -              म             
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29A. UAE announces exit from OPEC 
group weakening cartel‘s bargaining 

power 

 UAE    OPEC  म                     
        ,                          म   
 म        

 The United Arab Emirates said Tuesday it 
will leave the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) effective May 1, 

stripping the oil cartel of its third-largest producer 
and further weakening its leverage over global oil 
supplies and prices. 

                                           

                       म ए               

(OPEC)    1                   ए  ,                 

                                         ए   औ  
                  औ                    औ        
     ए    

 The UAE‟s decision had been rumored as a 
possibility for some time, as it pushed back in recent 
years against OPEC production quotas it felt had 
been too low — meaning it wasn‟t able to sell as 
much oil to the world as it had wanted. 

 UAE                                              , 
                         OPEC                   
             ,                           —       
                                                    
                   

  “The ties binding OPEC members together 
have loosened,” it said, particularly after Qatar 
withdrew from the cartel in 2019. 

 “OPEC                                            ए 

  ,”             ,             2019                 

              
 Regional politics are also likely at play. 

                                           
 The UAE has had increasingly frosty relations with Saudi Arabia, OPEC‟s largest producer, 

over political and economic matters in the Mideast, even after both came under attack by 
fellow OPEC member Iran during the war. 

 UAE            ,    OPEC                      ,                             औ        

                                     ,                                  OPEC                 
                     

 On Tuesday, Brent crude, the international benchmark, traded above $111 a barrel, or 

more than 50% above its prewar price. 

                                       $111             ऊ                    ,                 
           50%             
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 OPEC accounts for roughly 40% of the world‘s oil output, but its market power had been 

waning in recent years as the United States ramped up production. 

 OPEC                40%                 ए            ,                                   
                                                      

 The UAE, which joined OPEC through its emirate of Abu Dhabi in 1967, had been 

producing around 3.4 million barrels of crude a day just before the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran 
began on Feb. 28. 

 UAE,    1967                                     OPEC                , 28          
       -      -                                3.4                                       

 In its announcement on Tuesday, made via its state-run WAM news agency, the UAE said it 
also would leave the wider OPEC+ group, which Russia had led to try to stabilize oil 
prices. 

                              WAM  म     ए                   ए  ए         UAE           

         OPEC+  म                 ,                                     ए                   
 

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

 The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental organization 

that coordinates and unifies petroleum policies among member countries to ensure the stabilization of oil 

markets. 

 Founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad, Iraq, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela, 

OPEC aims to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers and a regular supply for consumers. 

Objectives and Functions 

 Market Stabilization: OPEC seeks to stabilize oil markets by coordinating petroleum policies among 

member countries. 

 Price Regulation: By adjusting oil production levels, OPEC aims to maintain fair and stable prices for 

petroleum producers. 

 Supply Assurance: Ensures a regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations. 

 Economic Development: Aims to provide a steady income to member countries, facilitating their 

economic development. 

Membership 

 

• Current Members (as of 2025): 

o Algeria 

o Angola 

o Congo 

o Equatorial Guinea 

o Gabon 

o Iran 

o Iraq 

o Kuwait 

o Libya 

o Nigeria 

o Saudi Arabia 

o United Arab Emirates 

o Venezuela 

 

Former Members 

 Indonesia (suspended membership in 2016) 
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 Qatar (withdrew in 2019) 

 Ecuador (withdrew in 2020) 

 

 

Global Oil Production and Reserves 

वैश्ववक तेऱ उत्ऩादन और भंडार 

 In 2022, OPEC produced approximately 28.7 million barrels per day, accounting for 38% of the world's 

total oil production. 

2022 में, OPEC ने ऱगभग 28.7 मममऱयन बैरऱ प्रततददन तेऱ का उत्ऩादन ककया, जो वववव के कुऱ उत्ऩादन का 38% है। 
 As of the end of 2023, OPEC member countries held about 1,241 billion barrels of proven crude oil 

reserves, approximately 79% of the world's total reserves. 

2023 के अॊत तक, OPEC सदस्य देशों के ऩास ऱगभग 1,241 अरब बैरऱ सिद्ध कच्चे तेऱ के भॊडार थ,े जो वववव के कुऱ भंडार 
का ऱगभग 79% है। 

Historical Impact 

ऐततहामसक प्रभाव 

 In the 1970s, OPEC's decision to restrict oil production led to a dramatic rise in oil prices, causing 

global economic disruptions. 

1970 के दशक में, OPEC के तेऱ उत्ऩादन को सीममत करन ेके ननर्णय िे तेऱ की कीमतों में भारी वदृ्धध हुई, जजििे वैश्ववक 

आधथिक संकट उत्ऩन्न हुआ। 
 This period marked a significant shift in the control of oil resources from multinational corporations to 

oil-producing countries. 

इि अवधध न ेतेऱ संसाधनों के तनयंत्रण को बहुराष्ट्रीय कंऩतनयों से तेऱ उत्ऩादक देशों की ओर महत्वऩूणि रूऩ से स्थानांतररत कर 
ददया। 

 Since the 1980s, OPEC's influence has been challenged by internal disagreements and competition 

from non-OPEC oil producers. 

 1980 के दशक िे, OPEC के प्रभाव को आंतररक मतभेदों और गैर-OPEC तेऱ उत्ऩादकों से प्रततस्ऩधाि के कारर् चुनौती समऱी 
है। 

 Instances of member countries exceeding production quotas have occasionally undermined the 

organization's efforts to control oil prices. 

 सदस्य देशों द्वारा उत्ऩादन कोटा ऩार करन ेकी घटनाओॊ ने कभी-कभी कीमतों ऩर तनयंत्रण के OPEC के प्रयासों को कमजोर 
ककया है। 

OPEC as a Cartel 

एक काटेऱ के रूऩ में OPEC 

 Economists often describe OPEC as a cartel, as it involves collaboration among member countries to 

control oil production and influence prices. 

अथणशास्त्री अक्िर OPEC को एक काटेऱ के रूऩ में वर्र्णत करत ेहैं, क्योंकक यह सदस्य देशों के बीच सहयोग द्वारा तेऱ उत्ऩादन 

तनयंत्रत्रत करने और कीमतों को प्रभाववत करने का कायण करता है। 
 However, OPEC's actions are considered legal under international law due to the doctrine of state 

immunity, which protects sovereign nations from certain legal actions. 

 हाऱाॊकक, अॊतराणष्ट्रीय कानून के तहत OPEC की गनतववधधयाॉ वैध मानी जाती हैं क्योंकक राज्य प्रततरऺा के मसद्धांत के अनुिार 
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संप्रभु देशों को कुछ कानूनी कारणवाइयों िे सुरऺा समऱती है। 
Formation of OPEC+ 

OPEC+ का गठन 

 In 2016, OPEC formed an alliance with 10 non-OPEC oil-producing countries, creating OPEC+. 

2016 में, OPEC न े10 गैर-OPEC तेऱ उत्ऩादक देशों के िाथ साझदेारी कर के OPEC+ का गठन ककया। 
 This collaboration aimed to exert greater control over the global oil market by coordinating production 

levels beyond OPEC's membership. 

इि िाझदेारी का उद्देश्य OPEC की िदस्त्यता िे आगे जाकर उत्ऩादन स्तरों का समन्वय करके वैजश्वक तेऱ बाजार ऩर अधधक 

तनयंत्रण स्त्थावऩत करना था। 
• Non-OPEC Members in OPEC+: 

• OPEC+ में गैर-OPEC सदस्य देश: 

o Russia 

o रूस 

o Kazakhstan 

o कजाककस्तान 

o Mexico 

o मेश्ससको 

o Oman 

o ओमान 

o Azerbaijan 

o अज़रबैजान 

o Malaysia 

o मऱेमशया 

o Bahrain 

o बहरीन 

o Brunei 

o बु्रनेई 

o South Sudan 

o दक्षऺण सूडान 

o Sudan 

o सूडान 
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29A. Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO approach to eliminate terrorism 

                            म              ए SCO    ए                       

     

 He also recalled the Tianjin Declaration, which reflects the collective commitment of SCO 

nations to combat terrorism decisively. 

                                     ,                                       ए SCO         
                               

‗Three evils‘ 

 ‗            ‘ 

 The Defence Minister highlighted the role of SCO‟s Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure in 
countering radicalisation and extremism. 
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                     औ                     SCO                 -                         
           

 He said tackling the “three evils” — terrorism, separatism and extremism — required a unified 
front, stronger cooperation, and decisive action against those who supported or sheltered 
terror networks. 

               “           ” —        ,          औ        —                ए ए  ए      

म    ,             औ                                                                   

          
 

 

 

 

29A. The tragedy of recurring Rohingya refugee deaths 

                         -              म             

 The capsizing of a fishing trawler carrying refugees draws attention to the cost of 
protracted displacement 

                       ए  म                                                          
                               

 A fishing trawler carrying around 250–280 people, including Rohingya refugees and 
Bangladeshi nationals, capsized in the Andaman Sea in mid-April 2026 while attempting 
to reach Malaysia. 

ए  म                   (    )            250–280    ,                       औ  
                          ,      2026    म         म           म                                

        
 According to UNHCR - the UN Refugee Agency and the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), around 250 people are feared dead or missing, based on preliminary 

estimates. 

  ए ए      (                   ए    ) औ                         (IOM)          ,         

                       250         म                              
 The vessel departed from Teknaf in Cox‘s Bazar, Bangladesh, and was reportedly 

overcrowded and overwhelmed by rough seas. 
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                                                          औ                               
    म                                   

 Since the 2017 Rohingya crisis in Rakhine State, over 7,00,000 Rohingya have fled to 
Cox‘s Bazar in Bangladesh. 

2017               म                      , 7,00,000                                             
                

 Myanmar‟s 1982 Citizenship Law rendered them effectively stateless, denying basic rights. 

           1982                                                      ,            म     

             ए  ए  
 A comparison with the Mediterranean Sea highlights both parallels and contrasts. 

  म                              म    ए  औ                          
 The IOM estimates nearly 28,000 deaths there since 2014, as migrants fled conflicts in Syria, 

Eritrea, and Afghanistan. 

IOM          , 2014               28,000 म          ,                ,         औ  
                             

 Europe‟s response, though contested, is relatively structured. 

                ,              ,                     
 Following the 2013 Lampedusa shipwreck, Italy launched Operation Mare Nostrum, 

rescuing around 1,50,000 people. 

2013                               ,                म        म         ,            1,50,000 

                   
 It was followed by EU-led missions such as Operation Sophia (2015), which targeted 

smuggling networks while also supporting rescue efforts. 

                                     म  ,                    (2015),       ए  ए,               
                       औ                म          

 The Frontex coordinates joint operations, while the Common European Asylum System 
sets standards for asylum processing. 

                                      ,        म                                   
म                      

 NGOs such as Médecins Sans Frontières and SOS Méditerranée have also rescued 

thousands. 

Médecins Sans Frontières औ  SOS Méditerranée         -                                  
          

 In contrast, Southeast Asia lacks binding frameworks. 

           ,     -     ए                                   
 Conflict has strengthened the Arakan Army, which by 2024 controlled large parts of 

Myanmar‘s Rakhine State, driving displacement in the region. 

                 म                  ,       2024        म                                 
              ,                           

 Countries such as India, Bangladesh, Thailand, and Malaysia are not signatories to the 
1951 Refugee Convention, limiting formal protections. 

    ,          ,        औ  म                1951          म                         ,       
औ                म              

 The ASEAN‘s 2021 Five-Point Consensus has been constrained by the non-interference 
principle and internal divisions between Indonesia and Malaysia versus Thailand and 
Myanmar, reinforcing policy paralysis. 

          2021        -        म    म                     औ         म      (           
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औ                      औ         )                     ,                     औ        

        

 

29A. Blocking of Meta‘s AI start-up buy ups risk for China tech deals 

 Meta    AI      -                                         ए     म 

 China‟s blocking of Meta‘s acquisition of AI start-up Manus will heighten the risk for global 

investors looking to invest in advanced tech arms with ties to the country amid Beijing‟s 
expansion of jurisdictional reach to safeguard strategic assets. 

           AI      -   Manus    Meta                                              ए       

     ,                                                       ,                                 
           ए                                      

 The National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), in a rare case, ordered on 
Monday that the $2-billion-plus acquisition by Meta be unwound under Beijing‟s national 
security review mechanism of foreign investments that came into effect in 2021. 

              औ             (NDRC)    ए                                        Meta       
2                                                       म                          ए,    
2021                 

 The powerful state planner‟s move to block a China-founded and Singapore-headquartered 
company‟s takeover will discourage take or asset transfers by homegrown companies to 
foreign investors without Beijing‟s approval, lawyers and analysts said. 

                                               औ                                        

                                                                                           

              ,           औ                   
 “Beijing effectively drew a bright red line that Chinese AI talent and technology are not for 

sale to American companies, full stop,” said Han Shen Lin, Shanghai-based China country 
director at U.S. consultancy firm The Asia Group. 

 “                      ए                               AI       औ                           
  ए           ए        ,”            The Asia Group                                   

 It was not immediately clear how Meta would unwind the completed acquisition of Manus, but 
the Wall Street Journal said on Tuesday, citing people familiar with the matter that the 
California-based tech giant was preparing to do so. 

                          Meta                                 ,                        
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 Meta and the NDRC did not immediately respond to a Reuters request for comment. 

 Meta औ  NDRC                                                     
 On the NDRC decision, China‟s state-backed Global Times said on Tuesday the issue was 

not the location of Manus‟ incorporation or management team but rather “the extent of its 
connections to China in terms of technology, talent, and data”,as well as whether the 
transaction could jeopardise China‟s industrial security and development interests. 

 NDRC                                  Global Times                 Manus               
                     ,      “     ,       औ                                             ” औ  
                         औ             औ                                   

 The biggest point of contention was that Manus, an AI company built on the work of Chinese 
engineers and the Chinese infrastructure environment, abruptly “cut ties” with China after 

, the report added. receiving U.S. investment

                 ,                                        औ                           AI       
Manus                                            “            ए”  

 Manus, an agent tool built atop Western and local AI models that can autonomously execute 
complex tasks, was hailed last year by state media as a paragon of China‟s AI innovation 
alongside large language model-builder DeepSeek. 

 Manus,           औ         AI                ए  ए           औ                       
       ,                             DeepSeek               AI                            

 A year after Manus‟ launch, its co-founders, CEO Xiao Hong and chief scientist Ji Yichao, 
have been barred from leaving China after being summoned to Beijing for talks with 
regulators in March, sources have said. 

 Manus            ए         ,        -       , CEO Xiao Hong औ               Ji Yichao 

                                      ए            ए                                           
 The NDRC move comes weeks before a planned mid-May summit between U.S. President 

Donald Trump and Chinese President XiJinping in Beijing. 

 NDRC                                        Donald Trump औ               Xi Jinping    
                                                  

China roots 

              

 Manus could become a cautionary tale for Chinese AI entrepreneurs whose ambitions chafe 
against the Communist Party‟s red lines, and whose business ultimately could not survive the 
shifting faultlines of the U.S.-China tech competition. 

 Manus      AI              ए ए                    ,                 ए                   
                    औ                      -                                   

 Although Manus did not develop its own artificial intelligence models, Beijing views AI as a 
sensitive sector critical to national security and has made efforts to control outbound flows of 
technology, IP and talent. 

         Manus         AI                    ए,              AI                      ए 

                       औ       ,              औ                                        
              

 “This is perhaps a warning shot that having a Singapore set-up is not entirely a silver bullet. If 
the business still has deep China roots, Beijing may treat it as effectively domestic for 
sensitive transactions,” said Lam Zhen Guang, a lawyer at Clyde & Co. 

 “   ए                                                                                             

  ,                            -                        ,” Clyde & Co           म              
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 Investors in a Chinafounded business will demand real operational separation, such as IP 
assignment, R&D relocation, governance, and clean ownership disclosures, rather than a 
paper relocation, Lam said. 

                                                                                ,      IP 

        , R&D          ,      औ                    ,                        
 “For founders and VCs, the takeaway is deal certainty risk. Cross-border exits, especially to 

U.S. buyers, may now carry a higher China regulatory discount unless approvals and China 
touchpoints are solved early,” Lam added. 

 “         औ                   ए                                                        
     ,                            ए,                                        ,       

          औ                                ,”             

GS Paper III: Economy 29 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29A CITU knocks on ILO‘s door over ‗suppression‘ of workers‘ rights 

 CITU    ‗  म              म ‘         ILO                   
29A Webinar to discuss role of managers in AI era as uncertainties mount 

                            AI     म               म                            ए   
29A ‗PLI plan warps 2W market, junks innovation-led firms‘ 

 ‗PLI                                     ,       -                                    ‘ 
29A SEBI evaluating proposal for uniform regime for options strike prices 

 SEBI                       ए  म                      म                  
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29A. CITU knocks on ILO‘s door over ‗suppression‘ of workers‘ rights 

 CITU    ‗  म              म ‘         ILO                   

 Trade union asks UN agency to recommend that the Union and Uttar Pradesh govts. release 

detained workers, withdraw criminal proceedings, guarantee non-repetition of such violations, 
and independent judicial inquiry into police excesses. 

                           ए     (UN agency)                                  औ           

                   ए  ए                  ,                         ,                          

                    औ                                         ए   
 The Delhi State Committee of the Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) has complained 

against the Union and Uttar Pradesh governments to the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) on the violations of workers‘ fundamental rights and assault on 
trade union rights in the industrial regions of Noida and Greater Noida. 

                            (CITU)                            औ                           

            म       (ILO)                    ,         ए   औ         ए      औ               
                                 औ                                                   
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 The CPI(M)-a�liated trade union, in its complaint to the ILO‟s Committee on Freedom of 
Association (CFA) on Monday, has raised concerns of “grave, widespread, and systematic 
violations” of freedom of association, right to organise, right to collective bargaining and right 
to peaceful assembly. 

 CPI(M)-                              ILO     म          म    ए    ए   (CFA)          

          “     ,       औ                 ”                 ,                            , 
                           औ                                    

 It urged the ILO to admit its complaint under the “Freedom of Association” procedure and hold 
that the Government of India and the Uttar Pradesh government are in violation of 
fundamental ILO principles. 

      ILO                                “   म    ए    ए  ”                         औ  
                           औ                 ILO                                      

 Workers in the industrial area staged a series of protests earlier this month over issues such 
as wage hike, working hours and better overtime pay, with violence reported during one such 
stir on April 13. 

 औ                                                      ,          औ                 

                               ए,       13         ए                                        
 The complaint, seen by The Hindu, says the violations arise from coercive state action, 

including mass arrests, use of force, and criminalisation of labour protest, during the workers‟ 
mobilisations. 

 The Hindu                                                                                  

  ए   ,                          ,         औ                                     
 CITU leader Aniyan P.V. said in the complaint that stagnant real wages, increasing costs of 

living amid the LPG crisis, and large-scale false propaganda by the government on Labour 
Codes created conditions in which the workers‟ anger exploded in mass demonstrations. 

 CITU              .  .                                        , LPG                  
    -          औ                                                                         
                                     

 The trade union leaders said the minimum wages at the dawn of the strike for unskilled 
workers in Uttar Pradesh was ₹11,314. 

                                                                                  ए 

              ₹11,314     
 “The workers were expected to live below-par subsistence wages across Delhi-NCR where 

the cost of living has increased manifold in the last decade,” the complaint read. 

                     , “     -ए                                                       -     

                           ,                       -                           ” 
 It added that around 350 juveniles and 800 adults have been detained at Kasna, Ghaziabad. 

                            350       औ  800                औ                         
             

 “Many people were also arrested at their workplaces between 15-17th April, while workers 
were entering or punching in at their workplace, at the behest of the HR officials of the 
companies. 

 “15-17                                                            ,                      
                               ,            HR                        

 Police have sealed the CITU offices in Sector 8 Noida as well as Bhangel,” the complaint 
added. 

            ए            8 औ           CITU                           ,”                     
 The CITU has urged the ILO to recommend that both the Union and State governments must 

immediately release detained workers and union leaders, withdraw criminal proceedings 
arising from peaceful protests and guarantee non-repetition of such violations. 
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 CITU    ILO                       औ                                ए  ए       औ         

                  ,                                                  औ                           

                     
 Mr. Aniyan said in the complaint that the ILO must direct the governments to institute an 

independent judicial inquiry into police excesses, restore collective bargaining mechanisms 
and strictly adhere to the existing labour laws. 

                              ILO                                                       , 
                               औ                                                          

         ए  

‗Textbook coercion case‘ 

 ‗            म     म म  ‘ 

 “The events in Noida represent a textbook case of suppression of labour rights through state 
coercion, where workers asserting minimum economic demands have been met with 
criminalisation, violence, and institutional hostility,” Mr. Aniyan said in the complaint. 

 “  ए          ए                                              ए             म म     ,      
                                               ,       औ                                  
  ,”                            

 

29A. Webinar to discuss role of managers 
in AI era as uncertainties mount 

                            AI     म         
      म                            ए   

 A webinar on “The NewAge Manager: 
Leading in an AI-Driven, Uncertain World” will be 

held at 11.30 a.m. on May 2 as a part of the “Future 
Career Conversations” series, jointly organised by 
SRM Institute of Science and Technology and The 
Hindu. 
 “The NewAge Manager: Leading in an AI-Driven, 

Uncertain World”         ए          2            

11.30     “Future Career Conversations”           
                  ए  ,                    SRM 

Institute of Science and Technology औ  The 

Hindu                       
 This series is tailored for undergraduate 

aspirants, postgraduate students, and 
professionals looking to deepen their expertise and 
advance their careers. 

                         ,               औ          
     ए               ,                        औ  
                                    

 The panel features A. Vinay Kumar, Pro 

Vice-Chancellor, the Faculty of Science and 
Humanities and the Faculty of Management, 
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SRMIST; Geetha Ramamurthi, global GCC leader and former Managing Director, KBR Inc.; 
and Roch Ferreira, Global Vice-President and Head of Corporate Marketing, Virtusa 

Corporation. 

            ए.        म  ,        -      ,        ऑ        ए              औ         ऑ  

        , SRMIST;        मम    ,       GCC      औ                        , KBR Inc.;         

      ,           -        औ      ऑ                  , Virtusa Corporation           
 M. Soundariya Preetha, Deputy Chief of Bureau, Coimbatore, The Hindu, will moderate the 

session. 

 एम.            ,           ऑ       ,         ,        ,                        
 To register, visit https://newsth.live/THSRMAE or scan the QR code. 

              ए https://newsth.live/THSRMAE      ए     QR               
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29A.  ‗PLI plan warps 2W market, junks innovation-led firms‘ 

 ‗PLI                                     ,       -                                  
  ‘ 

 A new report says the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for two-wheelers has 
distorted the auto market by driving growth while sidelining innovation-led manufacturers, 

even as the Centre argues that many such startups lack the capital and market access to 
scale. 

 ए                                           (PLI)                                         
       ,                                  -         म                             ,             
                                           ए       औ                         

 Non-PLI entities‟ sales growth rate slid from 407% in FY22 to -33% in FY24 and -11% in 
FY25. 

    -PLI                          FY22 म  407%         FY24 म  -33% औ  FY25 म  -11%    
    

 This shift coincided with a reordering of market leadership, at the expense of the industry‟s 
innovation engine, says the Centre for Digital Economy Policy Research in its report 

titled “Impact assessment of auto PLI on two-wheeler EV industry”. 

                                            ,                                            ,     
                     म                              “Impact assessment of auto PLI on two-

wheeler EV industry”         

Outside PLI framework 

 PLI               

 On innovation, the report highlights much of the patent activity and new product 
development has come from firms outside the PLI framework. 

                   ,                                          औ   ए             PLI               
                      

 Many PLI beneficiaries avoided hard-to electrify segments like electric motorcycles. 

    PLI                      म                                                        
 In contrast, non-PLI firms are leading development in high-performance and electric 

motorcycle platforms, but face funding constraints and lack of production-linked support, 

limiting their ability to scale, states the report. 

            ,    -PLI             -    म   औ                                               
  ,                       म  औ        -                                            ,       
                             

 However, a senior government official said there was no proposal to unveil a separate PLI 
scheme for startups in the automotive sector. 

        , ए                                 ऑ                              ए     PLI 

                                 
 “Ministry of MSMEs has many policies [for such startups]. 

 “MSME म                               ए                
 But they lack capital, market access and R&D,” the official stated. 

                 ,             औ           ए         (R&D)          ,”                 
 The report comes amid demands from players like Ather Energy which said the PLI scheme 

must include specialised EV manufacturers, arguing the current high revenue thresholds and 
rigid criteria favour legacy automakers and exclude pure-EV startups. 
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           Ather Energy                                    ,                PLI                

EV                                  ए,                             औ              

                                       औ       EV                              
 Launched in 2021, the auto PLI scheme aims to boost local manufacturing, cut imports, and 

position India as a global hub for future mobility. 

 2021              ऑ   PLI                                              ,              
औ                                                    

 It focuses on Advanced Automotive Technology products such as electric vehicles, 

hydrogen fuel cell vehicles, and key components like advanced batteries and power 
electronics. 

    ए          म                                       ,                       औ       

                                                    
 The government has set an overall investment target of about ₹42,500 crore for the auto 

sector under the PLI scheme. 

          PLI              ऑ              ए      ₹42,500                                

         
 Eligibility criteria for vehicle makers require a minimum global revenue of ₹10,000 crore and a 

commitment to invest at least ₹3,000 crore in India. 

                     ए                                     ₹10,000      औ                
   ₹3,000                                  

 Sops under the scheme are linked to incremental sales over a defined base year. 

                                              ऊ                                       
 Firms must also reach at least 50% domestic value addition to qualify. 

                       ए          50%       म                            
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29A. SEBI evaluating proposal for uniform regime for options strike prices 

 SEBI                       ए  म                      म                  

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is evaluating a proposal to introduce a 
uniform framework for managing options strike prices, including the possibility of allowing 

exchanges to add new strikes during market hours, according to people aware of the 
discussions. 

                औ      म       (SEBI) ए   म                                                  
                                              ,                             ए           ए 

                                                 ,                                 
 The move follows concerns around the way strike prices are currently introduced and 

managed, particularly during periods of sharp intraday price movement. 

                                    औ                                                        
  ,                                        -              

 The system is not always equipped to handle sudden price swings and the gap between 
available pre-defined strike prices and prevailing market prices may be too wide to allow 
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efficient hedging. 

                                                               औ                         

     औ                                                                     ए              
         

 New strikes that are added are usually implemented with a lag. 

     ए                   ,                                   
 A strike price is the fixed level at which an options contract can be exercised. 

                                    ए                                        
 The availability of a range of strikes and liquidity allows traders to take positions based on 

their market view or hedge existing exposures. 

                   औ                                                                 

                                                    

Uniform framework 

  म         

 The uniform framework may allow exchanges to introduce new strike prices during market 
hours, especially in the direction of sharp movements in the underlying asset. 

               ए                                 ए                                         , 
                                             

 The idea is to not require any system modifications by brokers or market participants during 
live trading to avoid operational disruptions. 

                                                                                           
            ,                                    

 “Most of the time, especially around at-the-money (ATM) strikes, the market is fairly liquid 

and trades smoothly. 

 “           ,       ए - -म   (ATM)               ,                        औ         

                     
 But when the move is very sharp and sudden, prices can sometimes jump rather than move 

tick by tick,” said Feroze Azeez, Joint CEO at Anand Rathi Wealth. 

                         औ               ,             -        -                        

           ,”                                                 
 “In those moments, you might see what traders casually call ―phantom prices‖, where the 

last traded price is visible, but execution at that exact level is not always possible,” he said. 

 “          ,                                      ―   म     ‖        ,                       

             ,                                              ,”             
 During sharp intraday movements, trading interest typically shifts towards strike prices closer 

to the prevailing level of the underlying. 

                           ,                                                                  
              

 However, the addition of such strikes may take time under existing mechanisms, even as a 
number of far-off strikes continue to remain listed, an exchange source said. 

        ,                                                       ,                           
                  , ए  ए                  

Strike prices 
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 Market participants said that in most conditions, trading remains concentrated around actively 
used strike prices. 

                                                                        ए                 

                             
 “In such situations, if an out-of-the-money strike that fits the usual trading criterion is not 

available, traders typically shift to at-the-money or in-the-money options to ride the move,” 
said Anand James, Chief Market Strategist at Geojit Investments. 

 “              ,                                       -ऑ - -                         ,    
              ए - -म        - -म                               ,”                       
                                       

 In fast markets, traders need to allow for some slippage or be ready to manage positions 
more actively rather than relying entirely on very tight stop losses. 

             ,                                        ए                                       
                                                ए                ए  

 At present, SEBI‟s regulatory framework primarily covers long-dated index options, while 
other segments, including stock, currency and commodity options, follow exchange-specific 
practices, leading to differences in how strike prices are introduced and managed. 

          , SEBI                                                                     ,      

                 ,       औ                ए     -                            ,       
                                     

 An email sent to SEBI did not elicit a response. 

 SEBI          ए                            
 While exchanges have their own rules for adding strike prices, the proposed framework will 

make it uniform across exchanges. 

         ए                                              ,                       ए          
        ए    

 It has been discussed with exchanges and intermediaries and will also be reviewed 
periodically through market participants, the source said. 

       ए       औ                              औ                                     -

                     ए  ,             
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The Sombrero galaxy is a popular target 
for amateur observing and astronomical 
research. Its recognisable extended 
halo and dust-filled disk are captured in 
this image from the Dark Energy 
Camera mounted on the Víctor M. 
Blanco Telescope in Chile. 
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29A.  Why science and scientists must learn to celebrate failures 

      औ                               म                   ए 

 Narratives that present scientific experiments as a smooth story of success are counter-
effective; to ensure science remains dynamic, innovative, and honest, it is necessary to 
foster a culture of appreciating and learning from failure rather than hiding it 

      ए                               ए                                  ,              
       ;                       ए                ,     म   , औ   म             ,             

                                    औ                                          ए 

Failure in Science (      म        ) 

 Failure is part and parcel of research but many scientists consider discussing it in a 
scientific forum to be taboo. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
1 

                               ,                                म                ए       

          
 Laboratories are littered with unfinished experiments and inconclusive facts and theories 

that failed to stand the test of study. 

        ए                             औ                                                   
              

 However, when science is being communicated — whether to funding bodies, professional 
journals, or audiences — it comes across as a smooth story of success. 

                                      —                     ,                            — 

               ए                                    
 Just narratives are counter-effective. 

    ए         ए                        
 To ensure science is dynamic, innovative, and honest, we have to foster a culture of 

appreciating and learning from failure rather than hiding it. 

               ,     म    औ   म         ए           ए                                   
      औ                                               

 In its essence, science progresses by trial and error. 

           ,            औ                                
 A scientist postulates hypotheses while anticipating that many of them will be discarded. 

ए                  ए               ,            ए                            ए     
 Every unsuccessful experiment sharpens the edges of knowledge and guides further 

investigation. 

                                       औ                                       
 However, systems of science such as funding, publication, and career progression are 

skewed towards successes alone. 

                     ए              ,       औ                                      
         

 Grants are generally awarded on the basis of promising results and a large volume of 
papers, favouring those with positive outcomes. 

                      म       म  औ                                    ए          
 Unsuccessful or negative outcomes are often overlooked, leading to a biased ecosystem. 

              म       म                          ,       ए                            
    

Not to be stigmatised (                ए) 

 In the early 1980s, Barry Marshall and Robin Warren claimed that Helicobacter pylori 
caused peptic ulcers. 

1980                         म     औ                                                         
                        

 Their papers were rejected by journals and dismissed by the medical establishment. 

                                      ए  ए औ           म                        
 The belief was that the stomach was too acidic for microbes. 

                                            ए                       
 Despite this, they believed in their hypothesis. 

                                             
 In 1984, Marshall drank a broth containing the bacteria to prove the theory. 

1984    म                                                                 
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 He developed gastritis symptoms within a few days. 

                                               ए  
 The duo won the Nobel Prize (2005) for their discovery. 

            ए            2005 म                      
 It showed how publication bias delayed treatment of a curable disease. 

                                     ए                                           
 To truly embrace failure, science can learn from the technology sector. 

                               ए                                        ए  
 The philosophy of ―fail fast, fail often‖ treats failure as a learning step. 

―           ,    -           ‖                                                        
 Failure is not stigmatised but seen as essential for iterative learning. 

                               ,                                                        

Psychological aspect (म              ) 

 While academic science cannot replicate this model entirely, given its different stakes and 
responsibilities, it can certainly adopt its underlying mindset: that failure is informative 
rather than shameful. 

                                म        औ                                           
    ,                                                                                  
    

 Another valuable analogy is in sports. 

ए                                               
 Athletes incorporate replays and coaching sessions to analyse their failures and convert 

them into learning opportunities. 

                           औ                                                         
                            

 However, failures in science do not tend to include well-orchestrated reflection. 

                                              म                      
 Some changes are commendable. 

                        
 New publication formats like registered reports shift focus from results to research design 

and methodological rigour. 

                                                                          औ          

                         
 Nonetheless, these efforts are still evolving. 

                                         
 The major transformation required in mainstream scientific practice is still pending. 

म                                                          
 There is always the possibility that experiments do not succeed without clear explanation. 

                                                                
 Researchers often internalise failure as personal rather than as part of the process of 

enquiry. 

                                  म                ,                                    

        
 This psychological aspect is especially important for novice researchers. 

   म                                               ए              
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 In a highly competitive environment, fear of failure reduces the willingness to take risks. 

                म                                                             
 Researchers prefer safe and incremental projects over innovative ideas. 

                    औ    म                    म                                
 This fear ultimately slows scientific progress. 

                                                    

Communicating science (               ) 

 A culture change is necessary. 

ए                              
 Younger scientists expect senior researchers to openly discuss failures and uncertainties. 

                                                          औ                            
     

 Mentorship should include discussion of setbacks, not just success. 

म                                                                   ए  
 Accepting doubt and failure makes individuals more resilient and honest. 

      औ                                             औ   म                
 Funding bodies and institutions must also reform evaluation criteria. 

             ए  औ                                            
 Evaluation should focus on research questions, methods, and lessons learned rather than 

only outcomes. 

                                                ,          औ                    ए  
 Grant proposals and CVs can include documentation of failures. 

             औ                                                                
 Platforms to share negative findings and failed experiments should be developed. 

      म         औ                               ए              ए          ए  
 Open science and online archives can help minimise repetition and promote collaboration. 

           औ                                     औ                                      
 Public communication often presents science as a sequence of success stories, creating 

unrealistic expectations. 

                                                                            ,       
              ए                 

 This reduces confidence when failures occur. 

                                              
 Science should be presented as a complex, iterative, and uncertain process. 

         ए      ,          औ                                             ए  
 This is crucial in fields like drug development and space exploration. 

               औ          औ                                          
 Science is a long journey marked by perseverance, failure, and gradual success. 

      ए                      ,        औ    म                            
 Science should not conceal these features but embrace them. 

                                                        ए  
 Only then can failure become a stepping-stone to meaningful and sustainable 

breakthroughs. 

                 औ                                     
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29A. The fight to eliminate cervical cancer 

                     म                  

Cervical Cancer and HPV /                  औ  HPV 

 In 2008, Professor Harald zur Hausen received the Nobel Prize for his discovery that 
persistent infection with high-risk strains of the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is the cause 
of cervical cancer, an important cause of morbidity and mortality globally, but more so in 
low and lower-middle-income countries (LMICs). 

2008   ,                                         ए                          म        म       

(HPV)            म                                                                 ,    
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                    औ  म           ए                  ,              औ      -म  म    

          (LMICs)     
 His discovery paved the way for the development of prophylactic vaccines as well as tests 

to detect the infectious agent. 

                 म  म                औ     म                                         
           

 A decade later, in 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced an initiative for 
the elimination of cervical cancer, and the global strategy was formally launched on 
November 17, 2020, endorsed by 194 countries, India among them. 

ए         , 2018   ,                   (WHO)                          म         ए ए  

               , औ                   17       2020    औ                      ,      194 

                  ,                         

Disease and prevention /     औ       म 

 Cervical cancer is a source of extreme physical misery, emotional strife and financial 
hardship. 

                                   ,       म       औ                                
 It is the second most common cancer among women in India, with approximately one 

lakh new cases every year, and half as many deaths, which is one quarter of the global 
burden. 

                                   म           ,                   ए       ए म म   औ  
                 म            ,                  ए            

 The years of life lost to cervical cancer are more than that of other cancers as these women 
are relatively younger, with active family and social responsibilities. 

                          ए   ए                                       ,               ए  
                      औ                  ए     म        म                  

 Women diagnosed with stage 4 cervical cancer could develop urinary fistulas, 
postmenopausal bleeding, extreme sciatic and lumbar pain, obstruction to their ureters 
and renal failure. 

    4                                         म          ,                        ,     

       औ   म     , म         म        औ                         ए                     
 If one is lucky enough to get diagnosed at an earlier stage, the cancer is curable, but only 

with radical surgery or chemo and radiation therapy. 

                                     ए,                    ,              ए               
  म        औ                                     

 There is also a risk of recurrence which will require even more difficult exenteration 
procedures, stomas etc. 

                      म           ,         ए औ            ए              ए         म  
                           

 That is, while the cancer is curable by providing symptom relief, hormone replacement and 
other supportive care, it comes at a physical and financial cost. 

     ,                       ,   म            औ                                      

               ,                        औ                           
 However, such suffering was preventable. 

       ,                                  
 Since the 1940s, secondary prevention by regular pap smear screening had been set up 

in the West, enabling detection of not just cancer but also precancerous stages. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
6 

1940          ,     म                      म                                  म           
        ,                            -                                         

 The natural history of cervical cancer has been well documented for over a century. 

                                   ए                                         
 It has a long precancerous phase of 10-15 years termed Cervical Intraepithelial 

Neoplasia (CIN) which can be detected by the microscopic examination of cells collected 

on a slide by brushing the cervix. 

     10-15                 -                  ,                                       (CIN) 

           ,                                 ए         म                                   
 At this stage, the cancer can be easily treated by simple day care procedures that do not 

require the removal of the uterus. 

           ,                     -                                  ,                       
                      

 However, in India and other LMICs, we lacked the infrastructure and manpower to 
implement a screening of all women over the age of 30 years even once, let alone the 
recommended three-year interval period. 

       ,      औ      LMICs   ,                          औ                  ,       30     
                   म          ए                               ,                          
                                 

 Even in good tertiary centres, the laboratory placed a limit on the number of women that 
could be screened in a day. 

                      ,         ए                              म                        
           

 Outreach camps were conducted at regular intervals by gynaecologists and pathologists 
around the country, but these were merely a drop in the ocean. 

                        औ                                                           ए 

       ,                             
 Even today, despite a national programme for screening with visual inspection, the 

screening coverage does not exceed 5%. 

     ,               म   म                           म          ,               5%    
              

 Moreover, bringing women who test positive into the hospital for a confirmatory biopsy and 
treatment has extremely poor compliance rates. 

            ,                                      ,                       औ           
  ए                                 म     

The promise of a vaccine /              

 HPV vaccination entered this scenario in 2006 like a superhero for the primary prevention 
of cervical cancer. 

HPV            2006                                          ,                        
    म       म      ए     

 Starting off as a three-dose vaccination, research showed that it could be reduced to two, 
and then it was found that just one dose was sufficient to provide protection against 85-90% 
of cancers. 

                                              ,                                              

                , औ                             ए                    ,    85-90%         
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 Over 500 million doses have been delivered worldwide, and nearly four million in India. 

          500  म                                 , औ                    म                  

    
 Cumulative data from systematic trials and post-marketing surveillance show no increase 

in adverse events among vaccinated women than in the general population. 

     म            औ                                                                       
                                                                            

 Transient mild reactions have been observed that are common to all vaccines. 

                   ए            ,                                
 There have been no negative effects on reproductive performance, fertility rates, 

congenital malformations or menstrual patterns. 

      म  ,           ,   म                 म      म                  म            
             

 The efficacy of the HPV vaccine is remarkable, with nearly complete protection against 

the strains which are present in the vaccine. 

HPV                                    ,                                                 
              

 The first generation of vaccines were directed against the two most virulent strains, HPV 
16 and 18, that account for 70% of cervical cancers globally but 85% in India. 

                                       , HPV 16 औ  18                            ,    
              70% औ          85%                       ए              

 Countries like Australia and the U.K. which introduced the HPV vaccine soon after its launch 
in 2007-8 have already witnessed significant reductions in pre-cancer and cancer. 

         औ    .  .          ,         2007-08    HPV              ,                -     औ       
म            म           

 Similar reports have come from other countries like Sweden, Denmark, Canada and the 
U.S. 

                   ,    म   ,       औ   म                                   

Widespread accessibility /               

 The WHO‘s cervical cancer elimination initiative envisions making cervical cancer a rare 
cancer, with an incidence rate of four per 1,00,000. 

WHO                       म                   ए                     ,                   

1,00,000 म          
 To reach this goal, we must achieve certain targets by 2030: HPV vaccination of 90% of 

girls before the age of 15 years, screening of 70% of women with an HPV test at 35 and 
45 years, and treatment of 90% of those detected with lesions. 

                          ए     2030                               : 15             90% 

          HPV        , 35 औ  45               70% म          HPV     , औ      

(lesions)   ए         90% म                 
 While the country has already crossed the halfway point since the launch of the global 

declaration, we are still far away from reaching these targets. 

                                                      ,                                       
             

 However, the launch of the National HPV Vaccination Campaign on February 28, 2026 by 
the Prime Minister himself signals the highest political commitment to women‘s health 
and reproductive rights. 
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       , 28       2026             म                 HPV                           

म                 औ                          म                                 
 All parents need to be aware of this opportunity so that their 14-year-old daughters can 

avail free vaccination at the nearest government health facilities. 

                                                  ए           14                       

                                                   
 One small jab will take us towards a cervical cancer-free future and a Viksit Bharat by 

2047. 

ए               (       )                      म          औ  2047                        
            ए    

 

 
29A. Everyone is busy building intelligence, but no one can define what it is 

            म        म         म         ,                                          

           

 American journalist and author Karen Hao spent years reporting from inside and around 
OpenAI, and what she found was less a portrait of a company and more an autopsy of the 
larger idea of artificial general intelligence (AGI). 
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              औ                        ए           औ  
                        , औ                    ए           
        औ      म   म         म   (AGI)                   
                 

 OpenAI was founded on the premise that if AGI was coming 
regardless, it was better to have safety and ethics-conscious 
researchers at the frontier than to cede it to those with fewer 

compunctions.  

   ए                                      AGI          ,                                
                    औ                                                         

 The CEO, Sam Altman, even went as far as to design the company‟s board such that it could 
fire him too if he ever came in the way of its core mission. 

         CEO   म    म                                                            ,             
म                        

 That board, briefly did fire him, but reversed the decision quickly. 

                        ए              ,                                   
 Hao traces this arc not as a scandal, but as something inevitable; as an outcome of the ideas 

that come from Silicon Valley founders who have vast resources and the freedom to push 
boundaries. 

                                          ,                   म                       ;    

                                                                          औ    म           
                          

 OpenAI is described in the early chapters of her book, Empire of AI, as “a rare intellectual 
playground without strings attached, a haven for fringe ideas.” 

           Empire of AI                         ए      “ए                       ,      
                , औ                         ”                             

 By the time she finished reporting, it had become one of the most powerful and least 
accountable corporations on earth. 

                                  ,                           औ   म                       
ए              

No clear definition /                      

 What is artificial intelligence? 

    म      म         ? 

 Alan Turing's 1950 paper is widely considered the founding document of AI. 

ए              1950                          म      म                                    
 In it, he begins with the question, “Can machines think?” and quickly reframes it as the 

imitation game. 

                    , “    म                ?” औ                म       म                     

      
 He proposes that any machine with the ability to convince a human of its sentience more 

than 30% of the time, passes his test. 

                                      30%          म  म  म                             

        ,                                  
 He never defined what intelligence really is. 

                                                  म           
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 By his test, most agentic AI models today seem to “think”. 

                    ,            ए      ए   म    “        ए”               
 But what thinking actually is, remains unresolved, even among those who have staked 

billions on replicating it. 

                         ,                                ,                              
                                ए     

 Hao spends a chapter of her book trying to pin down a definition of intelligence with 
impressive intensity. 

                  ए                म                                                 
 The AI industry‘s working answer, for now, borrows from the ―pure language‖ 

hypothesis. 

          ए                        ―                  ‖                 
 The idea that all human knowledge is encoded in language, and that AGI might therefore 

emerge from language alone. 

                 म             म          , औ      ए AGI                                
    

 The cost for training a generative AI model is already approaching a billion dollars, and 
projections for the coming years are only shooting up. 

ए          ए   म                                   ए                               , औ  
                   औ                      

 All this money is being spent on a process whose foundation and end goal both remain 
largely unarticulated. 

           ए                            ,            औ      म                         

         

The consequences /      म 

 Max Fisher, in The Chaos Machine, shows us that this pattern is not new, but that its 
consequences have grown manifold. 

म        ,            The Chaos Machine                                     ,            
     म             ए     

 While Fisher‟s book is ostensibly about social media algorithms and radicalisation, it also 
highlights what happens when a technology shaping human behaviour is deployed without 

understanding its direction. 

                                  म      ए      म औ                   ,                    
      म                                                                                   
                

 The early conventional wisdom about platforms such as Facebook vastly understated their 
power. 

                                                  म                        म       
 Their algorithms amplify moral fury, compress complexity into viral fragments, and make 

polarisation not a bug but an intended output. 

     ए                             ,                       म             , औ                  

          ए                      
 By the time insiders began to acknowledge this, the architecture was global and deeply 

embedded. 

                                    ,                        औ                          
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 Facebook‟s founding president, Sean Parker, admitted the goal was to consume as much 
of human attention as possible. 

                                                             म                 म       
            

 By then, a billion people were already inside the wormhole. 

      ए                                        
 Max Fisher wrote about a previous technological wave, but there are parallels in the 

inherited arrogance. 

             ए                                 ,                   म   म                   ए  
               

 The same incentives — engagement maximisation, attention as a commodity, and 
uncontrolled growth — now underpin the expansion of AI. 

            —           म     ,                   , औ                 —    ए      
                             

 Fisher‟s book, read alongside Hao‟s reporting, shows that this pattern has played out before, 
and that creators are often aware of the human cost, yet continue. 

             ,                                                                               
       , औ                    म                          ए                 

 To be clear, neither author rejects scientific progress, but both highlight the cost of 
reaching it. 

          ,                                            ,                 म                  
    

The God complex /     -      (            ) 

 Dwarkesh Patel‘s The Scaling Era is an oral history stitched together with conversations 
with researchers, engineers, and thinkers who made the last six years of AI possible. 

                      The Scaling Era ए  म              ,             ,           औ  
                                                ,                         ए           

       
 Unlike Hao and Fisher, Patel and his interviewees are not cynical of AI. 

    औ                ,      औ                    ए                            
 They are, for the most part, people who believe they are doing something necessary and 

sacred even as they do acknowledge its shortcomings. 

                                                    औ                     ,                
  म                      

 For instance, Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei in the book says that if agentic AI were to 
become super powerful and wreak havoc, “we‟d have basically no ability to stop it.” 

            ए,          ए          CEO         म                    ए      ए          

                    म        ,    “                                               ” 
 The God complex here is not megalomaniacal in the conventional sense; it is more subtle. 

                                                       ;                 म     
 It is the conviction that because the intelligence being built is unprecedented, the ordinary 

human frameworks of accountability, consent, and cost-distribution can be changed too. 

                                       म              ,     ए         ,   म   औ      -

                                            
 Patel‟s book is highly technical, diving into the scalability of AI models and what 

intelligence is. 
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                             ,    ए   म                   औ       म                        
         

 Curiously, both Hao and he touch on this question and seem to conclude that there is still no 
unified definition of intelligence or thinking. 

          ,     औ                              औ                                   म      
           ए                       

 Sam Altman, who is the primary subject of Hao‟s book, has signed up for Nectome, a startup 
whose premise is that the brain can be chemically preserved at death to be digitally 
uploaded later. 

  म    म  ,                                ,         म                              ,       
            म         म                                                      म             
            

 This is where the pure language hypothesis and the God complex finally converge. 

                                        औ               ए              
 If all human knowledge is in language, and language can be extracted and replicated, 

then perhaps consciousness too can be preserved, transferred, and made everlasting. 

         म             म    , औ                 औ          म                  ,           
                  ,            औ                          

 The question Turing called too meaningless to discuss has become the basis of an 
afterlife business. 

                                 ए              ,        ए                                  
 The arrogance is not in the ambition itself; it is in the certainty that whatever the tech bros 

of Silicon Valley build will be the answer. 

                         ,                  म                                            ए    
                    

Paying a price /   म         

 In the meantime, as Hao sharply points out, communities in South American countries are 
paying a hefty price with their water and land resources. 

      ,                                ,       म                             औ     म 

                           म               
 The AI we have has already reshaped medicine, science, and daily life in useful ways. 

                 ए                     ,       औ                                          
 But the industry is not focused on refinement or environment-friendly improvements to 

what already exists; it is aiming at something much larger. 

                                      -                        ,                          

                 
 What these three books produce, read together, is less a verdict on AI and more a map of its 

unacknowledged shortcomings. 

                                 ए               औ                म      म      

                    
 Hao calls these companies an empire — ruthless in their conquest like royal empires of 

the past. 

                  ए                 —                                               

           
 Scaling, discussed in detail in Patel‟s book, raises the question of what happens when we 

run out of data to train models. 
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       ,                                             ,                          म        
                 ए       म           ,              

 Billions of dollars are being spent per model, and land and water resources are being 
used to replicate millions of years of evolutionary biology, but the end goal remains 
unclear. 

                              ए          , औ     म ए                                   
                                  ए               ,                म                         
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29A. Suspected drug trafficking kingpin deported from Turkiye, held in India 

                                                        म                   

 An alleged drug trafficking kingpin having links with the Dawood Ibrahim syndicate was 
detained by Turkish agencies in Beylikdüzü and deported to India on Tuesday. 

           म                  ए                              ए                                 
     औ                                

 The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) took him into custody on his arrival at the airport here. 

                       (NCB)                                                             
 “Zero tolerance against the narco syndicate. 

 “                                      
 The @narcoticsbureau today made a major breakthrough in securing the return of notorious 

drug trafficker Mohammad Salim Dola from Türkiye. 

    @narcoticsbureau                   म   म     म                                     
                

 Under the Modi government‘s mission to ruthlessly smash drug cartels, our anti-narcotics 

agencies have extended their reach across borders. 

 म              म                                              ए       ए   -          

ए                                              
 Now, no matter where they hide, no place is safe for drug kingpins,” Union Home Minister 

Amit Shah said on X. 

                        ,                 ए                       ,”                  म         X 

        

‗Operation Global Hunt‘ 

 ‗                ‘ 

 The accused has been brought back from Türkiye under “Operation Global Hunt”. 

          “                ”                                     
 The NCB produced him before a Delhi court that granted a two-day transit remand to the 

agency for taking him to Mumbai. 

 NCB                               ,       ए                           ए                         

    
 It is learnt that Dola had been living in Beylikdüzü under a pseudonym, using a passport 

purportedly issued by the UAE. 

                                     ए                       औ                      UAE 

                       
 He was picked up by Turkish enforcement organisations following inputs from Indian 

agencies. 

        ए                                           ए                
 Earlier, an Interpol Red Notice had been issued against him in 2024 at India‟s request. 

                        2024                                                   
 “Over the years, Dola had established a major transnational drug trafficking syndicate 

spanning a number of countries in the Middle East [West Asia], Africa, and Europe. 

 “                ए                                                 ,    म        [    म 

ए    ],       औ                                   
 His two-decade-long criminal antecedents include direct involvement in cases pertaining to 

multiple high-value seizures of heroin, charas, mephedrone, mandrax and 
methamphetamine in Maharashtra and Gujarat,” the NCB said, adding that he is also 
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wanted by the Anti-Terrorism Squad of Gujarat. 

                                            औ                                  ,    , म      , 

म       औ  म   म    म                                     ,” NCB       , औ             

       ए   -      म                        
 Born in 1966 in the Byculla area of Mumbai, Dola was first arrested at the Mumbai airport on 

the charge of trying to smuggle mandrax tablets. 

 1966                                                                    म                  
                                              

 In 2017, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) linked him to gutkha smuggling via 
Gujarat‟s Pipavav port. 

 2017                                     (DRI)                                        ए       
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29A. 9,400 accounts banned for being linked to digital arrests 

                              9,400                          

 Documents before the Supreme Court show WhatsApp asserting to the Home Ministry that 
it detected and banned up to 9,400 accounts linked to “digital arrests” and “law enforcement 

impersonations” after independent investigations. 

     म                               WhatsApp        म                                     
    “            ” औ  “                  ”              9,400                        
               

 The platform said it had focused on bringing down the entire network of scamsters, mostly 
active in Cambodia. 

                                                                                              

            

Not isolated 

    -    म म        

 Warning signals sent from probe agencies and the Union government are not treated as 
isolated or one-off reports, but as a “seed” to map and disrupt the entire criminal network, the 
platform said. 

      ए       औ                     ए                      -       ए                          
    ,                                 औ                 ए “   ”                            , 
                 

 The platform said its probe fanned out from the initial “seed” input from government sources 
to identify and run down the creators or administrators behind scam operations such as digital 
arrests or accounts actively promoting scam activity within groups and channels. 

                                              “   ”                                    औ  
                                                     औ                                      
                                 

 The communication between WhatsApp and the Home Ministry was annexed to a status 
report filed on behalf of the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre (I4C) by the Ministry. 

 WhatsApp औ      म                                                   म                 
(I4C)                                                    

 Attorney-General R. Venkataramani appears for the Ministry in the Supreme Court. 

                                            .      म         ए  
 The report said several steps were discussed in a meeting convened by the Inter-

Departmental Committee under the chairmanship of the Special Secretary (Internal 
Security) in March. 

                                         (            )                       -        

  म                                     
 WhatsApp, along with major telecom service providers (TSPs) such as Airtel, Vodafone-

Idea, Reliance Jio, and BSNL, were invited. 

 WhatsApp                              (Airtel, Vodafone-Idea, Reliance Jio औ  BSNL)    
                     

 WhatsApp said its work on SIM binding — linking the account with the physical SIM card — 
was on and the platform would comply with the provisions of the Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. 

 WhatsApp                SIM binding (                               )                औ  
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                   (म               औ         म                 )    म, 2021         

       
 These include the provisions related to identification and labelling of „Synthetically 

Generated Information (SGI)‟ commonly used in video calls made for „digital arrests‟. 

      „                           (SGI)‟          औ                                    ,    
                  ए   ए                                                  

 The Ministry and other stakeholders also agreed on introducing mechanisms for identifying 
and blocking device IDs used in digital arrest scams. 

        औ                                                                              

औ               ए                                
 WhatsApp said it would continue to strengthen Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning-

based systems to detect impersonation of law enforcement agencies, misuse of official logos 

and synthetic content. 

 WhatsApp                          ए             ,                          औ           

                        ए                          /म                     म          

            

Detection models 

       म    

 The report said the online platform has introduced detection models and warning mechanisms 
to identify impersonation patterns and alert users. 

                      ऑ                                        औ                           
     ए              औ                    ए     

 It had further agreed to retain data of deleted accounts for a minimum period of 180 days to 

assist law enforcement investigations. 

                                      ए    ए  ए                       180                

                        
 Recently, Chief Justice of India Surya Kant had flagged digital arrest scams the “most 

disturbing” and lethal among cybercrimes, which not only result in merely financial loss to 
victims but also a “blistering sense of violation”. 

                                                                                     “     
        ” औ               ,                                             “               
     ”                  

 The CJI had said that such crimes must not be seen as mere economic offences, but an 
offence against human dignity. 

 CJI                                                                                      
         ए  

 The Home Ministry had clocked over 2.41 lakh complaints related to digital arrests scams 
alone, involving losses of approximately ₹30,000 crore. 

     म                                             2.41                              ,       
     ₹30,000                        

 The CJI‟s Bench had taken suo motu cognisance of digital arrests scams in January this 

year, saying that victims were psychologically coerced by fraudsters dressed up convincingly 
as police officers and judicial officers to cough up huge sums of their savings to avert fictional 
arrests or punitive action. 

 CJI                                                             (suo motu)        ,       
                                   औ                                                    
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                                                                                       ए 

                             
 One of the cases before the Supreme Court was that of a 78-year-old woman lawyer, who 

was duped by fraudsters in a digital arrest scam. 

                               ए        ए  78      म               ,                   

                               

 

29A. Funeral held across LoC revives call to reopen crossing points 

 ए                    म       ,                               म        

 When Raja Liaquat Ali Khan died of a heart attack on April 26, his divided family gathered 
on both banks of the 300-foot-wide Kishanganga river to conduct a unique funeral that has 
renewed the spotlight on the closed crossing points across the Line of Control (LoC) in 

Kashmir. 

                           26                                        ,                 
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       300                                         ए                               ए       
   ,                              (LoC)                                                

 Khan was a resident of Kupwara‟s Keran village, which borders the LoC. 

                                      ,    ए                    
 Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) lies on the other side, where the river is known as the 

Neelam. 

                            म   (PoK)   ,                   म              
 Khan‟s brothers and sisters living on the PoK side were forced to bid him farewell from a 

distance, watching the funeral from across the waters. 

           -       PoK              ,                                   औ                         

                  
 A video of the funeral, in which Khan‟s brothers and sisters can be seen waving at the coffin, 

has gone viral online, with netizens on both sides of the LoC demanding a review of the 
current policy which has prevented such divided families from meeting at the erstwhile 
crossing points. 

                 ए        ,                 -                                   , ऑ      

               , औ  ए                                                             ,           
                                                              

 Ravinder Pandita, president of the All-India Kashmiri Samaj (AIKS), said, 

               म     म   (AIKS)                             , 
 “The deceased‟s sisters and other family members crossed into PoK in 1989-90 during the 

militancy turmoil. 

 “             औ                     1989-90                   PoK         ए     
 The divided families, however, were helped by former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

on humanitarian grounds. 

                                                                                          
 They were allowed to meet each other on LoC on permit, which stands inoperational since 

2019 after the Balakote strikes.” 

               ए                                ,    2019                                ” 
 In 2019, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) suspended the cross-LoC trade over allegations 

of “funnelling of illegal weapons, narcotics and fake currency”. 

 2019   ,            (MHA)    “            ,             औ                   ”             
        -ए                                   

 It also ended the cross-LoC bus service, which had been started between Srinagar and 
Muzaffarabad on April 7, 2005. 

         -ए                                ,    7      2005          औ  म             
                  

 

 
 


